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In Due Season We Shall Reap 

 
Sometimes it is tempting to become cynical and give up. It is important that during times of distress that 
the Christian always seek to do that which is right. We are told "not to grow weary in well doing." Why? 
What's the use? The promise is made: "For in due season we shall reap." (Galatians 6:9).  
 
The Psalmist described that season of reaping as a day of prepared tables and cups that overflow; of 
goodness and mercy and of "dwelling in the house of the Lord forever." (Psalm 23). The New Testament 
reminds us that God is not so unjust that He would forget our work and love (Hebrews 6:10). We are 
challenged to live in hope, to keep on doing that which is good and to trust in God for the results. To live 
in hope will make this life better as we prepare for the next.  
 
All of us have our weaknesses, but God's strength upon which we can choose to depend never 
diminishes. The Scriptures ask, "Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator.. does not become weary or tired... He gives strength to the weary. And to him who lacks 
might He increases power... Those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up like 
eagles..." (Excerpts from Isaiah 40:28-31).  
 
It was Peter, James and John that went up the mountain with Jesus. They were overwhelmed by what 
they saw and heard that day. It was awesome in every since of the word. We use the word "awesome" a 
lot. Even about things that are not awesome; like a football game or a movie or a car. But those things 
are not awesome. They might be interesting or exciting or even surprising. But here is awesome: 
Consider Matthew 17:2 ; 5-6 ; "And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, 
and His garments became as white as light. While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; 
listen to Him!" When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were terrified. "  
 
Now, why did these three men fall on the ground like that? Was it because they had the utmost respect 
for Jesus as believers? No! Anyone would have felt similarly. Suppose it had not been Peter, James and 
John with Jesus, but rather Herod, or Pilate, or even Caesar. Would these ungodly men have felt no awe? 
I suggest they would have been overcome with awe and with terror as well. 
 
There will be nothing but awe when we see the glorified Son of God at the last moment of this universe's 
existence. This awe will not fill the hearts of only believers and disciples, but also the unbeliever, the 
doubter, the hypocrite, the blasphemer, the mocker. No tough guys that day! There will be awe and 
terror on the part of some, and awe and joy on the part of others. Let Jesus be your Lord and Savior. Let 
that final moment be one of victory. Obey His gospel and live for Him. Your eternal blessings are 
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waiting. Yes, "For in due season we shall reap."

 
By Jon W. Quinn 

Front Page 
From Expository Files 10.12 , December  2003
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What is Holy?

 

Have Christians become lax with regard to holiness? Not much seems to ever be said about it. How 
many feel as though they are living holy lives? Ask someone about the level of holiness in his or her life 
and one might be surprised at the answer received. Have Christians neglected holiness? Maybe or maybe 
not, but holiness still deserves our investigation. After all, God said in both the Old and New 
Testaments, "You shall be holy, for I am holy" (Lev. 19:2; 1 Pet 1:16). The Old Testament is a good 
place to begin. Let us start by answering a couple of questions. First, what is "holy?" And then, what 
was the source of holiness?  
 
What is "holy?" Let us start with the origin of the meaning. The Hebrew term for holy likely started 
from a primitive concept of separation or removal of the sacred from the profane. God took the word and 
used it to describe many things and activities set apart for worship. The term for holy is found 
predominantly in a religious sense and usually carries the fundamental meaning of "separated," or "cut 
off" from common use. The use of the term holy was usually restricted by ceremonial rules or limited to 
certain people (Israel, priests), places (tabernacle), things (altars), or times (Sabbath). The opposite of 
the term for holy is often "unclean" or "profane" (see Lev. 10:10).  
 
Qadash, the term for holy in the Old Testament, is used over 600 times in many ways. Many times it is 
used to name some thing to be separated, the holy place for example (Ex 28:43; 29 30) was separated 
from common places for worship purposes. Other times it is used to describe a characteristic. God's 
name is sometimes literally rendered "name of holiness" (Lev. 20:3; 22:2). Zion is sometimes called the 
"mountain of holiness" (Ps. 2:6). Often the term is used as a verb. To "holy" a thing, is to "consecrate" it, 
or set it apart from the common. God "holified" the altar (Ex. 29:29), the Temple, (1 Ki. 8:64), people 
(Ex. 19:10, 14), and places (Ex. 19:23). In a few cases holiness is transmittable to other objects (Ex. 
29:37; 30:29; Lev. 6:27) but in most cases only uncleanness is transmittable and defiling to that which is 
holy (Hag. 2:12-13). The holy objects are too numerous to name here but to give one an idea, the 
tabernacle (or later the Temple) and all the items involved in the worship, the people who performed the 
worship, the land around the tabernacle, and the entire nation of Israel were considered holy. 
 
The Old Testament uses the term holy to describe something that is separated from things common, 
impure, defiled, from vice and idolatry, and consequently becomes an antonym for such things. It 
describes all the people, places, things, and times in any way associated with God and His worship. 
Should such an item somehow become unclean, it was to be cleansed again with a blood sacrifice. 
Skinner summarizes the meaning of holiness by saying that holiness, "...in short, expresses a relation, 
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which consists negatively in separation from common use, and positively in dedication to the service of 
Jehovah." 1 
 
What is the source of "holiness?" God said to the Israelites, "For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate 
yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy" (Lev. 11:44). Holiness is not an attribute of God, but 
His essential nature (cf. Holy Spirit). Holiness refers to God and or that made holy by Him and therefore 
no holiness exists apart from Him. "Holy" denotes God's own separation from impurity or sin in His 
perfection of being. Things that were inherently clean could become holy by being dedicated to God and 
his service either by God or a ceremony established by Him. He alone has the power and authority to 
make holy and cleanse the things defiled by uncleanness. Therefore all holiness comes from God. 
 
The term holy stems those things separated from that which is common or unclean, and its source is 
God. But that is just the beginning. Peter quoted, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." in the New 
Testament (1 Pet 1:16), but idea is nothing new. God indicated in the very beginning that He expected 
people from every age to be holy. One author comments on the creation account in Genesis 1:26 and 
observes, "We were created in the image of God. To be in God's image meant among other things, that 
we were made to mirror and reflect the character of God. We were created to shine forth to the world the 
holiness of God. This was the chief end of man, and the very reason for his existence. 2 The wise King 
Solomon wrote, "Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out 
many devices" (Ecc. 7:29). We were created in His image, but where are we now? Peter's quote still 
stands true as a statement. We are set apart in Christ. But as a command, can we say that we follow all 
that closely? Let us examine our lives and see if we mirror the holiness of God.  
 
1 Skinner, J. Dictionary of the Bible. Ed. James Hastings. New York: Scribners, 1899. (395).  
2 Found in: Bales, Norman. He died to make men holy. College Press, 1991. (25) 

By Steve Quillian 
 From Expository Files 7.12; December 2000 
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When the Psalms are Psung

 
Yes, it's clever but it is not original with me. I suppose if we "sing" songs then we "psing" psalms. 
Actually, I saw this idea in a book that is a part of a whole series of guidebooks in various subjects. 
There is The Complete Idiot's Guide to Car Repair and The Complete Idiot's Guide to Windows '98 and 
so forth. I was surprised when browsing through the typical, bright orange covers of this self-help series 
when I came across one with the title The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Bible. I opened it to see what it 
might say, hoping it would not denigrate or mock the Scriptures. I was pleasantly surprised. There's 
actually some useful information in this book. In fact, lot's of it! 
 
For example, after commenting about God being spoken of as a shepherd and some of the reasons 
behind it, the authors go on to give us examples of more images of God used in the Psalms: 
 
Shield (Psalm 3:3) "But Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me, My glory, and the One who lifts my head." 
 
Judge (Psalm 7:11) "God is a righteous judge, And a God who has indignation every day." 
 
Creator (Psalm 8:3,4) "When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, The moon and the stars, 
which Thou hast ordained; What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that 
Thou dost care for him?" 
 
Rock/Fortress/Deliverer (Psalm 18:2) "The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My 
God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold." 
 
Savior of the Drowning (Psalm 18:16) "He sent from on high, He took me; He drew me out of many 
waters." 
 
Avenger (Psalm 18:47) "The God who executes vengeance for me, And subdues peoples under me." 
 
Landlord (Psalm 24:1) "(A Psalm of David.) The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, The world, and 
those who dwell in it." 
 
Teacher (Psalm 25:8,9) "Good and upright is the Lord; Therefore He instructs sinners in the way. He 
leads the humble in justice, And He teaches the humble His way." 
 
Warrior (Psalm 35:1) "(A Psalm of David.) Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; Fight 
against those who fight against me." 
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Refuge/Strength (Psalm 46:1) "(For the choir director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah, set to Alamoth. 
A Song.) God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble." 
 
Redeemer (Psalm 49:15) "But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol; For He will receive 
me. Selah." 
 
Father (Psalm 68:5) "A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, Is God in His holy 
habitation. God makes a home for the lonely; He leads out the prisoners into prosperity, Only the 
rebellious dwell in a parched land." 
 
King (Psalm 93:1) "The Lord reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The Lord has clothed and girded 
Himself with strength; Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved. Thy throne is 
established from of old; Thou art from everlasting."

By Jon W. Quinn 
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 7.10; October 2000 
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My Thoughts Are Higher than Your Thoughts 

 
Our Creator spoke through His prophet Isaiah and said, "Let the wicked forsake His way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord; and He will have mercy on him; and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon. For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My 
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." (Isa. 55:7-ff).

God has the right to expect and demand that every human being live according to His will. This right is 
His because He is the eternal, sovereign Creator of us all. He is righteous, holy and powerful. He is also 
loving, kind and merciful. He is capable of both wrath and judgment. He is far above and beyond us. 
The wisest, most prideful among us are foolish compared to Him. It is a fool who lives in rebellion 
against God with each day drawing  
nearer to eternity.

Some of us are willing to admit to God's supremacy and live our lives accordingly. Others stubbornly 
refuse, some even mocking God and His will as God still waits for them to wake up and come to their 
senses. Why does He wait? Why does He not react forcefully and finally to man's wickedness? His 
thoughts and ways are too wonderful for me. I probably would have run out of patience long ago. God 
hasn't... at least not yet.

"Start living in the 21st century!" "Everybody's doing it." These are a couple of the slogans used today 
by those advocating a rejection of Biblical standards of morality and behavior.

A look at the calendar does inform us that we are living in the 21st century. But a look at the timeless 
word of God shows us that His standard is still the same as it has always been. In Heb. 13:4, the 
Scriptures exhort us to "Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled; for  
fornicators and adulterers God will judge." It does not matter which decade or century we live in, these 
things do not change.

Our society is much more permissive concerning moral and behavioral departures from Scripture today. 
In fact, society more often than not encourages and supports turning away from the Scriptures of God. 
Though Biblical concepts of moral right and wrong have not vanished, they are certainly diminished. 
But this is not new to the 20th and 21st centuries. And those who are so determined can choose to live 
faithfully before God no matter what society may do. The city of Corinth in the first century was rife 
with sin and our Lord had His faithful people there who had chosen to leave such living behind (1 Cor. 
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6:9-11). Pleasing God was important to them.

Finally, it is not true that "everybody is doing it." There are many who still honor and respect God and 
choose to dignify their lives by trying to live according to His word. They possess great faith and 
courage and do not regret their decision. Yes, with each day we live, the time for this realm grows 
shorter. The final hour will come. Those who at times had been scorned and ridiculed for their faith will 
then "shine forth brighter than the sun" and will know that their faith had been worthwhile. So will those 
who had mocked them. All will know that faith is the victory that overcomes the world.

By Jon W. Quinn 
Final Page  

From Expository Files 10.5, May  2003 
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 Suffering and the Existence of God  

 
Sometimes, in the face of tragedy, some people will ask, "If God exists, why does He allow suffering to 
happen?" I have heard this question, or some form of it, asked several times. Sometimes it is asked with 
a kind of accusatory motive, but at other times out of perplexity. 
 
First, such a statement recognizes the difference between right and wrong; good and evil. If God does 
not exist, then there is really no such thing as right and wrong. If we are here simply as a result of some 
blind cosmic accident, then right or wrong has no bearing at all; there is no such thing. It would be no 
more "wrong" for the innocent to suffer than for ice to melt, because there would really be no purpose or 
reason for either other than random chance. To acknowledge that human suffering is evil is to admit that 
humans are something special. The Bible affirms that we are; because we are not here by accident, but 
by plan. We bear within our spirits the image of God.  
 
Second, suffering would prove the Bible false only if the Bible claimed that suffering does not happen, 
or taught that only the wicked would suffer, or something like that. But actually the Bible does tell us 
that suffering exists, and that sometimes the innocent suffer, and even further, it tells us why and how 
suffering entered the world. The existence of suffering is compatible with the Bible's teachings. And it is 
with thanksgiving that the Bible also speaks to us of ultimate victory over suffering, pain and even death 
that faith will win for those who walk by it.  
 
Third, it is much easier to believe in God and explain why one thing - suffering - exists than not to 
believe in God and explain why everything else exists!  
 
Speaking of suffering, the Scriptures say of Jesus, "Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from 
the things He suffered, and having been made perfect, he became to all those that obey Him the source 
of eternal life." (Heb. 5:8,9). Why did God allow that horrible suffering to take place on the cross? The 
answer: because He loves us He was willing to allow His Son to pay the price for our sins so we could 
be redeemed and He still maintain His absolute justice. There is no greater love than this.

By Jon W. Quinn  
From Expository Files 8.11; November 2001 
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God Is Good, So Will He Punish?

"These things you have done and I have kept silence; You thought I was just like you; I will reprove 
you, and state the case in order before your eyes." (Psalm 50:21).  
 
The Lord, through the Psalmist, wanted to make something clear. It bears repeating today. He is not just 
like us. Since the beginning of time, mankind has tried to refashion God into man's image. He has made 
golden calves, idols of Molech and Baal, and today theologians debate one another seeking to prove that 
God is what they want Him to be. 
 
One thing about God, as revealed in the Bible, that really upsets many today is the idea that God would 
punish people for sin or rebellion. In the Movie "Oh God" God is portrayed in a comical way and is 
much more like what people would like Him to be. He is kindly, easy going and never angry "except on 
His bad days". Well, what about the flood.? The movie explains, "That was just a plumbing accident." 
Yes, people seem to want to believe in that kind of God, sometimes bungling things and not capable of 
Divine wrath. Our generation has done it again. We have refashioned the true and living God of the 
Bible into something more to our liking. 
 
But we know it doesn't really work like that, don't we? Mankind's whims and preferences about what we 
want God to be do not change what He really is. The fact is that God is indeed capable and willing to 
dispense wrath justly and righteously even as He is willing and able to dispense grace lovingly and 
mercifully. 
 
God Is Not Just Like Man 
"May it never be! Rather, let God be found true though every man a liar." (Romans 3:4). 
 
Think about it; if God says one thing and every man on earth says another, which is right? God is! 
 
Those in the Psalmists day were in many ways like people today when it came to sin. It wasn't all that 
serious to them, and because of that, they assumed it was not all that serious to God. They were wrong. 
 
They were wrong when they thought that since everybody sins and sin is so commonplace, that it must 
not be serious. "God must not punish it as the Bible says He will, because that would involve too many 
people being punished." While it is true that God takes no pleasure in punishing the wicked, whether 
few or many, the fact remains that He has said that such will be punished (Ezekiel 18:30-32; Matthew 
7:22,23). 
 
They were also wrong in supposing that because God is loving and merciful (and He is!) that He would 
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never punish anyone. He has responded to our need for salvation graciously and powerfully, and at great 
cost to Himself. His Son has paid the price for our redemption on the cross (Romans 3:24-26; 5:1-6; 
John 3:16). But we must respond to God's grace with faith; without faith we cannot please Him 
(Ephesians 2:8; Hebrews 5:8,9; 11:6). 
 
They were wrong as well when they decided that God's patience meant sin did not concern Him as being 
serious. The Lord tells us not to treat lightly His forbearance. Do not take it as a license to go on sinning 
but rather as an opportunity to repent and make ourselves right with God (Romans 2:4-10; 2 Peter 3:3,4).  
 
Many Fail to Understand That God Is Righteous, Absolutely 
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. Do not be carried away by varied and strange 
teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace..." (Hebrews 13:8,9). 
 
God's standard for what is righteous and moral has not changed. Human societies come and go, and with 
them human customs and standards of behavior. Today we live in a society that glorifies sin and 
rebellion against God while belittling righteousness. Things have changed... but not with God. We may 
well wish He would change right along with us, but He will not. Why? Because He is righteous and 
holy, and if we are to be acceptable to Him, we must walk in His light, He will not walk in our darkness 
(1 John 1:6-10). 
 
When we stand before God in judgment, we will be judged according to our deeds (2 Corinthians 5:10). 
This judgment will be righteous and perfect. If it does not meet with our approval, there will still be 
nothing we can do about it. There will be no appeal, no escape, no pardon from the governor. God is 
without injustice (Deuteronomy 32:1-6). The only answer is for the sinner (that would be all of us) to 
surrender himself or herself, completely unto God's will as he or she places personal faith in the grace of 
God through His Son Jesus. 
 
God Has Both The Ability And The Will To Punish Sin 
"It is appointed unto man once to die, and then the judgment." (Hebrews 9:27). 
 
The flood was no plumbing mishap, and the final day will not involve an a accidental grease fire. This 
age will conclude in a purposeful removal of the things that exist... the earth and everything in it. If we 
have not dealt with our sins in God's own way, as revealed in the gospel, in this life then we shall answer 
for them in the next life. Sin builds a barrier between man and God, and there is only one power in the 
universe that can tear down that barrier. It is the blood of Jesus Christ. In His name, we enjoy 
forgiveness (Acts 2:37,38; 4:12). Apart from Him, we are lost, lost, lost. 
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 8.2; February 2001 
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The People Who Walk In Darkness Shall See A Great Light

Isaiah 9:1-7

 
 
It was during times of apostasy and sin that God sent prophets to Israel and Judah. The work of a 
prophet was to proclaim God's word as the Lord gave it to him through His Holy Spirit (II Peter 
1:20,21). This would include the foretelling of future events, though it was not limited to that. Prophets 
also reminded the people of past events and gave instruction about what they ought to do at the present.

One of the most well known of these prophets was Isaiah. He has come to be known by some as "The 
Messianic Prophet" because so much of his message had to do with the coming Messiah and His 
kingdom. In one such section, Isaiah tells of a time to come when a great light will come and shine 
throughout the land now draped in darkness. This prophecy was fulfilled about seven centuries later by 
Jesus, of Nazareth, our Messiah and Redeemer. Let us consider Isaiah's text and how it is fulfilled in 
Jesus. (Isaiah 9:1-7).

From Gloom to Glory 
"But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Napthali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of 
the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who walk in darkness will see a 
great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them. Thou shalt multiply the nation, 
Thou shalt increase their gladness; They will be glad in Thy presence as with the 
gladness of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For Thou shalt break the yoke of their 
shoulders and the staff of their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, as in the battle of Midian. For every 
boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, and the cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, as fuel 
for the fire." (Isaiah 9:1-5).

One of the most serious thrusts of Isaiah's prophecy is the disloyalty of Judah and Israel to God and His 
withdrawal of His divine favor from them. But following this judgment, which will bring gloom and 
anguish to the land, there will be glory. Isaiah even pinpoints the region where the Light will dawn. It 
would not be in Jerusalem, where one might expect, but rather far to the north, in a region called Galilee. 
Seven centuries later, this very passage is referred to by the apostle Matthew who tells of Jesus 
beginning His preaching in Galilee, from Capernaum by the sea (Matthew 4:12-17).

The idea of Jesus as the Light shining forth in the darkness is also a most appropriate description of the 
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Savior and His gospel. The apostle John tells us that the Light is Jesus; that He is the True Light which 
comes into the world (John 1:9-13) but that many loved the darkness rather than the light (John 3:19-21) 
and thus reject God's light, the new spiritual birth into God's family, and eternal life. Instead, loving the 
evil of darkness, they secure only judgment for themselves; eternal ruin. How much better our lives in 
this world would be if all came to the light and swept away the darkness! 

At the time of the coming of the light, the LORD promised to bless the nation again. He would multiply 
their blessings and make them glad, as in the time of a bountiful harvest. This most certainly has 
reference to God's spiritual nation of Israel, His church; and the spiritual riches we have in Christ; and 
our joy in Him. Our harvest is the "fruit of the Spirit" which is "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control" (Galatians 5:22,23). 

 
The enemy has always been sin. This cruel oppressor will be defeated as well. Jesus, indeed, lifted the 
burden of sin from the souls of His people. Sin is no longer our master and instead of the wages of sin, 
we look forward to the free gift of God; eternal life (Romans 6:1-4; 12-18; 20-23).

A Description of the Messiah 
"For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; 
and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace." (Isaiah 9:6). The Messiah came to us first as a child; an infant born in Bethlehem.

He grew into manhood and fulfilled this and all prophecies made concerning Him. Notice the various 
aspects of His reign:

First, "the government shall rest on His shoulders". Today, in His spiritual kingdom, Jesus has all 
authority (Matthew 28:18-20). When we obey the gospel, we leave "the domain of darkness" and are 
transferred into "the kingdom of His beloved Son" (Colossians 1:12,13).

Second, Jesus has become our "Wonderful Counselor". In the Hebrew, the idea is that His counsel is a 
thing of wonder and awe. In Jesus' teachings we have the absolute best advice on how to live our lives to 
be eternally successful. Though the Law came through Moses, "grace and truth comes through Jesus 
Christ" (John 1:17).

Third, Our Lord Jesus is also our "Mighty God". The word for "mighty" also means "hero" teaching not 
only the Deity of Christ but also His action in our behalf to save us from doom. He is the greatest hero of 
all time, for nothing compares to His sacrifice, his love and His power. And He is "Immanuel" which 
means "God with us" (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Philippians 2:5-11; II Peter 1:1).

Fourth, Jesus is also referred to as "Eternal Father". Jesus, the eternal Word of God, has indeed become 
our spiritual Father by giving us "the right to become children of God" (John 1:12,13). Jesus also reveals 
the Heavenly Father to us (John 1:18) and since the Son of God bears His Father's characteristics we can 
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truly say when we have seen Jesus we have been shown the Father (John 14:8-11).

And Finally, Jesus is the "Prince of Peace". Only He could bring about reconciliation between God and 
man (II Corinthians 5:18,19). Though faith in Christ brings conflict with the forces of darkness, and 
sometimes hardships and persecution and betrayal, it also brings harmony with God and a "peace that 
passes understanding." Even the announcement of the angels at His birth refer to this peace that we may 
have with God and His goodwill toward us because of the Savior (Luke 2:11-14).

The Messiah's Kingdom 
"There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over 
His kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord will accomplish this." (Isaiah 9:7). Isaiah then turns from the Messiah 
to the Messiah's kingdom. There will be no end to the kingdom of Christ. Unlike the nations of earth 
which come and go; and human governments which are constantly replaced, the kingdom of Christ 
"cannot be shaken" Hebrews 12:26-29).

Even at the last day, when by the command of God the heavens and earth are shaken and removed, the 
kingdom of Christ shall stand, and Jesus Himself will deliver it up to the Father in Heaven (I Corinthians 
15:24-28).

Jesus is now on His throne, the throne of David, ruling over His kingdom at the right hand of God (Acts 
2:29-33). His throne is forever; and His "righteous scepter" is in His hand (Hebrews 1:8-9). The zeal of 
the Lord has indeed accomplished this! It is time to live in the Light! One of the most well known of 
these prophets was Isaiah. He has come to be known by some as "The Messianic Prophet" because so 
much of his message had to do with the coming Messiah and His kingdom... Isaiah tells of a time to 
come when a great light will come and shine throughout the land now draped in darkness. This prophecy 
was fulfilled about seven centuries later by Jesus, of Nazareth, our Messiah and Redeemer. (Isaiah 9:1-
7).

 
By Jon W. Quinn 

From Expository Files 11.6; June 2004 
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What the Bible Says About God

 

Has anyone ever been assigned a broader topic than this one? I doubt it. Nevertheless, we shall attempt 
to address the subject in a useful way. Although the Bible does not contain a formal definition of 
"God," (as it also does not seek to prove His existence formally), yet His Being, attributes and 
characteristics are seen on every page. As far as formal definitions go, the Westminster Catechism says: 
"God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth." 
 
While this is a good start, we need to make sure we measure our concepts against the Bible, and not 
create a God "according to our own image." 
 
How God Is Known 
One inescapable fact the Bible presents is that, in contrast to pagan deities, God desires that man know 
Him. He walked with man in the Garden in the cool of the day (Gen. 3:8). He wants intimacy with man. 
Galatians 2:16 indicates that God so desired fellowship with man that He "helped" man rather than 
angels when they sinned. Consider Jeremiah 31:34: "And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me." Hosea 4:6 
pinpointed the problem that Judah was having: "My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge." 
Knowledge here is not intellectual knowledge, but the knowledge of intimacy. 

Since God wants us to know Him, is it reasonable to conclude that He has revealed Himself to man? 
God is known in three ways: by His acts, by His written  revelation, and in fellowship. Romans 1:18-20 
indicates that man can know something about God by looking at one of His acts of creation: "For the 
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse." While knowing 
that God is divine (supernatural), and that He is powerful are essential, this knowledge is only a fraction 
of what God desires that we know about Him. 
 
The Bible is a compendium of the actions of God in the past in dealing with man; in fact it is the only 
reliable source of knowledge about what God has done for and with man. Most importantly, within the 
written word is the record of Jesus Christ. He is the supreme revelation of the nature and character of 
God. Jesus represents the revelation of God by God's action. Consider these Scriptures:  
 
Heb. 1:1-3: "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
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prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power." 
 
John 12:44 "Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 
 
John 14:7, 9, 23: "7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye 
know him, and have seen him." Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew 
us the Father?"  Jesus answered and said unto him, "If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4: "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto 
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust." 
 
God can be known by His actions, and also by express  
statements in the Bible about His character. Another way  
that God can be known is by, or in fellowship. Fellowship  
with Him is both the result and the purpose of the other  
forms of revelation from God. God as acted, sent His Son,  
and told us about it in the Bible so that we can know Him  
more intimately in fellowship, both in this age and the  
age to come (Isaiah 55:3, 6-13; Psalm 27). This fellowship  
is expressed, enhanced and maintained through obedience  
and worship. 
 
The Attributes and Characteristics of God 
The attributes of God are those distinguishing characteristics of the divine nature which are 1) 
inseparable from the idea of God, and 2) constitute the  
basis and ground for His various manifestations to His creatures. 
 
The Absolute Characteristics of God 
Absolute characteristics are those which are always present to us in the same degree. Relative 
characteristics can be expressed in degrees. God is always spiritual, for example, but not always 
merciful, though He possesses perfect mercy. God has at least these three absolute characteristics. 
 
Spirituality: John 4:24; Rom. 1:20; 1 Tim. 1:17; Col. 1:15 
 
God is not matter, He has no flesh and bones or material substance of any kind (Lk. 24:39). He is not 
dependent  
upon any other source for His spirituality or existence,  
as are we. We derive our spirituality from our Father  
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(Acts 17:24-25). An essential characteristic of  
spirituality is life (Jer. 10:10; 1 Thes. 1:9; John  
5:26; 14:6; Heb. 7:16). Personality also inheres in  
spirituality. God is self-conscious, He has the attribute  
of self-determination and purpose (Ex. 3:14; 1 Cor. 2:11;  
Eph. 1:9-11), and He is never capricious, aimless or  
whimsical, as are the heathen gods. 
 
Infinity:  Psa. 145:3; Job 11:7-9; Isa. 66:1; 1 Kings 8:27; Rom. 11:33 
 
God is not "everything" as the Eastern religions maintain. His creation is external to Himself. (This is a 
crucial distinction.) God's infinity involves His self-existence . He defined Himself to Moses and Israel 
by saying "I AM THAT I AM." His infinity makes Him immutable . He possesses as apart of His nature 
a dynamic unchangeableness of character, motive, and being (Ps. 102:27; Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17). God is 
also a Being of unity . He is one in nature and substance; In God there is perfect unity (Dt. 6:4; Isa. 44:6; 
John 3:4; 17:3; 1 Cor. 8:4; 1 Tim. 1:17; 2:5; 6:15; Eph. 4:4-6; Mk. 12:29). 
 
Perfection:  Matthew 5:48; Romans 12:22 
 
God is perfect in truth (John 17:3; 1 John 5:20; John 14:6). All truth has its foundation in the divine 
nature and the resulting creation. Mathematical, moral, logical, and religious truth do not exist apart 
from God. He is not subject to them in the same way we are; He is their source. They are attributes of 
His own character (2 Tim. 2:13; Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2). There is no contradiction in this with the 
omnipotence of God. How much power would it take to make 2+2=5? Truth is not an object of power, 
but a result of reality, which is founded in nature, essence and character (personality). 
 
God is perfect in veracity and faithfulness (John 3:33; Romans 3:4; 1 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thess. 5:24). Man's 
vacillation does not negate God's truthfulness or faithfulness. It is impossible for God to lie. He exhibits 
lovingkindness to those he has covenanted with. 
 
The Bible also says that God is perfect in love. (2 John 4:8; 3:36; John 17:24; Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 
5:5-10; 15:30). God's love is always complete, full, unchangeable and self-existent. Man's love is partial 
and self-serving.Holiness is also part of God's perfection (Ex. 15:11; 19:10-16; Isa. 6:3; Lev. 11:44; 1 
Pet. 1:15-16). When the Bible says that God is holy (or love), it means that His character is the very 
definition of holiness. We can have holiness, but we are not holy in the same way God is holy. Our 
holiness is based on our imitation of His character.Out of God's truth, holiness, and love spring God's 
desire to give us laws and demand our obedience (2 Pet. 1:1-4). 
 
The Relative Characteristics of God 
As stated above, these characteristics are those which may be shown to us in differing degrees according 
to God's purpose and wisdom. 
 
With Respect to Time and Space 
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Eternity is part of God's character (Dt. 32:40; Ps. 90:2; 102:23-27; Isa. 41:4; Eph. 1:4; 1 Tim. 1:17). 
Eternity is relative to us because in order for us to define this concept we must relate it to time and 
space. God existed before time and space, they are His creations (Gen. 1:1, 8, 14), and He will exist 
independently of them after they are destroyed (Heb. 1:10-13). 
 
Immensity is related to but not the same as omnipresence. How big is God? He is not physically or 
measurably big; that's why He could not be contained in a physical Temple ("But will God indeed dwell 
on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house 
that I have builded?" -1 Kings 8:27). 
 
With Respect to Creation 
 
Omnipresence is the concept that God is everywhere at once, whether this power is actual or potential. 
"Everything everywhere is immediately in His presence." Can God choose not to be somewhere? Will 
He be in hell, for example? Finite creatures like man can act instantaneously in a limited area. 
Everything within our sight or reach is immediately in our presence, in the sense that distance is no 
problem. Time is not a problem for God; He acts across time, both in providence and in  prophecy. In an 
absolutely perfect sense, then, everything in or out of the universe is immediately in the presence of God 
(Ps. 139:7; Acts 17:27; Jer. 23:23-24- God is both infinite and personal). Omnipresence has special 
meaning as it relates to God's work in His creation. 
 
Omniscience means that God has knowledge of all things, whether actual or potential. (The question 
arises, 'Can God choose not to know something? -Jer. 19:5.) God's knowledge includes the past, present 
and future, all in relation to time and space (Ps. 147:4; Mt. 10:29; Ps. 33:13-15; Acts 15:9; Matt. 6:8; 
Mal. 3:16). 
 
Omnipotence describes God's power. He has all power by His nature (Gen. 17:1; Heb. 1:3; Eph. 1:19; 
Matt. 3:9). If He doesn't, then whatever does is God. If power is shared, then more than one God exists. 
(Shared power is not the same as delegated authority (Matt. 18:19-20). God is able to carry out His will, 
predict the future and determine the outcome of history (Eph. 1:9-12; Isa. 40:9-31; 41; Rom. 4:17). 
 
As noted above, God is external to His creation (Heb. 11:3). The universe is not a part of God, but was 
made from nothing by Him, outside of and apart from Himself. It is inanimate and impersonal, and He 
has absolute power over it. 
 
The Relative Characteristics of God Toward Moral Beings 
 
Mercy, Grace, and Goodness are shown by God in relation to our faith and obedience. God always loves 
man (John 3:16; Rom. 5:5-10), but His mercy extends finally to those who obey (Rom. 2:4; 8:32; Ex. 
33:9; 34:6; Ps. 28:6). The disobedient will receive wrath and vengeance (Rom. 3:5;12:19; 2 Thes 1:8; 
Heb 10:30). This mercy and grace is shown supremely in the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. Yet, 
Jesus is also the instrument of God's wrath and judgment. 
 
Justice and Jealousy are characteristics that are shown to man circumstantially. By this I do not mean 
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that God is sometimes unjust, but that He does not always give man what He deserves. His grace may 
intervene as He remembers our nature (Ps. 103). Look up Gen. 18:25; Dt 32:4; Psalm 7:9-12; Rom. 2:6; 
Zeph. 3:5; Rev. 15:3; John 17:25. These attributes are often shown in varying degrees and manners, and 
for different purposes (Rom. 11:22). 
 
Transcendence vs. immanence (Jer. 23:23-24) 
 
Because of our human limitation, two qualities of God as revealed in the Bible conflict in the human 
mind; transcendence and Immanence. Notice the apparent paradox in Isaiah 55:6-9: "Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." Transcendence is the distance and "otherness" of God; 
immanence is God's closeness and similarity to God. When one of these attributes predominates in our 
thinking, then we suffer a great loss; a loss of the true knowledge of God. It has been rightly said that no 
man can rise above his concept of God. As people, we tend to move toward our concept of God. What 
comes into your mind when you think of God will tell your spiritual future. Ignoring either side of the 
paradox will lead to the same place; God will be dishonored or ignored. If we think He is too far away to 
care we will ignore Him. If we think He is just like us we will dishonor Him. God is vastly different than 
man, but not wholly so. A low concept of God produces a man with no religious awe, vain worship from 
self-confident  worshippers, and religion that emphasizes the external over the internal. 
 
Conclusion 
The greatest and gravest question before us is always God Himself. By nature, man tends toward 
nothingness. Since we came out of nothing in one sense, nothing sustains us from annihilation but the 
will and power of God. We cannot sustain ourselves a single moment. So, let us drink deep of the 
Scriptures, and especially look at the portrait of God seen in Jesus. We must know God intimately. "Let 
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man." (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

By Mike Schmidt 
From Expository Files 2.1; January, 1995
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How the Holy Spirit Converts

 
Conversion to Christ involves the work of the Holy Spirit. Of this we have much scriptural testimony. In 
fact, the Holy Spirit is essential to conversion. Hardly anyone would deny this. However, there is much 
dispute over the way in which the Holy Spirit assists in the conversion of a sinner. Frequently, we hear 
testimonies from people who declare that the Holy Spirit overwhelmed them in some way or the other. 
To their minds, salvation is a "better-felt-than-told" emotional experience. It is almost impossible to 
reason from Scripture with people who believe that they have been saved in such a supernatural way.  
 
Generally, there are two theories about the role of the Holy Spirit in conversion. First, there is the idea 
that man is so spiritually dead that only a miraculous intervention of the Holy Spirit can produce 
regeneration. This majority view asserts that the Spirit must operate directly -- even irresistibly -- on a 
sinner's heart in order to burn away the sinful nature which keeps man from accepting God's will. The 
direct operation of the Holy Spirit precludes His use of any medium or agency to convert the sinner, 
such as the word of God.  
 
Secondly, there is the view that the Spirit converts through the medium or agency of the word of God. 
Operating through the word, the Spirit accesses the hearts of men, convicts them, and causes them to 
come to Jesus by obeying His gospel.  
 
Now, please be aware that the omnipotent Spirit of God could use either of these means if He so desired. 
This is not a question of what the Spirit has power to do, but one of what He actually does. What does 
the word of God reveal concerning what the Spirit actually does to convert sinners?  
 
Jesus taught that when the Holy Spirit came, He would convict the world of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment (John 16:8). Jesus explained in verse 9 that the Holy Spirit would convict the world of sin, 
"because they believe not on me". Jesus is the pure, sinless, and holy Son of God. To reject Him is  to 
reject God (Luke 10:16) and to oppose what is right. The Holy Spirit's word convicts the sinner of sin in 
rejecting the Savior. In verse 10, Jesus said the Holy Spirit convicts of "righteousness, because I go to 
My Father and you see me no more." Jesus was condemned by man on a charge of blasphemy, but His 
resurrection, ascension, and exaltation to God's right hand established His claim of equality with God. 
Through the word, the Holy  Spirit works on the sinner's heart, convincing him that Christ is righteous 
and he is guilty. Further, in verse 11 Jesus taught that the Holy Spirit convicts "of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged." Paul called Satan "the god of this world" (2 Cor. 4:4). He withstood 
Jesus in every way, although he was ultimately unsuccessful. He was responsible for the death of Jesus, 
hoping to not only destroy His life but also His work. When God  raised Jesus from the tomb the plans 
of the Devil were foiled, and his doom sealed. He is under the judgment of God! The gospel (revealed 
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by the Holy Spirit) works in the heart of a sinner, convicting him of the absolute certainty of his own 
accountability before God.  
 
Please understand that the Spirit does not coerce our conviction. There is no arm-twisting, nor is there 
any trickery or physical force involved in bringing us to faith in Christ. Suppose you were trying to 
convince a friend of siding with you on some issue you both face. Your friend has the  freedom to accept 
your ideas, or to reject them altogether. To gain his agreement, you would present all the facts you 
could, make logical arguments, draw sound conclusions and be as persuasive as possible that your ideas 
must be accepted. This is exactly how the Holy Spirit operates upon our free wills through His word. In 
short, conversion does not occur miraculously through the Spirit's direct intervention. There is no 
evidence that the Holy Spirit convicts sinners against their wills.  
 
The Scriptures teach that the Spirit operates through the word of truth which He has revealed. In every 
instance of conversion in the New Testament, the Spirit and the word are never separated. The word of 
God was taught to every person who was converted to Christ. Certainly, some miracles were performed, 
and there were outpourings of the Holy Spirit. Yet, each case shows that the Spirit's word had to be 
believed and obeyed for salvation to take place. In fact, the Holy Spirit was "poured out" when 
conversion was not the object of such outpouring. Consider what happened in Acts 2 on the day of 
Pentecost. The apostles received the Spirit (v. 1-4) and then spoke by His power. They were inspired 
messengers of the Spirit. Declaring the righteousness of Christ, Peter preached the gospel and identified 
Jesus as the long-awaited Christ (v. 36). This Spirit-inspired teaching convicted these people and 
prompted them to ask, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (v. 37). They were instructed to "repent 
and be baptized" so they could be forgiven and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (v. 38).  
 
Furthermore, the case of Cornelius in Acts 10 demonstrates that the Holy Spirit was "poured out" (v. 45) 
upon these Gentiles, but not for the purpose of salvation. In spite of such an outpouring of the Spirit 
upon them, Cornelius and his household still needed to be "baptized in the name of the Lord" (v. 48). 
Belief in Christ was essential for the "remission of sins" (v. 43). To give Cornelius the information he 
needed to formulate such faith, Peter taught him the Spirit-inspired gospel (v. 34-43). Later, in Acts 
11:14, Peter relates that an angel had spoken to Cornelius telling him to send for Peter to come to Joppa. 
Peter's purpose there was to "tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved." These 
"words" which convicted  Cornelius and instilled faith in his heart were words inspired by the Holy 
Spirit! Cornelius may have been "baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 11:16) but it was the Spirit's 
convicting message which brought him to salvation.  
 
Consider the fact that genuine faith comes by hearing God's word (Rom. 10:17). Our hearts are made 
pure by faith (Acts 15:9). Birth by water and by the Spirit (John 3:5) is essential for one who wishes to 
see the kingdom. Paul said that the Corinthians were born by the gospel (1 Cor. 4:15). James added that 
God birthed us with the "word of truth" (1:18). Finally, Peter assures us that we were "born again ... 
through the word of God which  lives and abides forever." (1 Pet. 1:23). The evidence is abundant that 
the Spirit convicts and converts through the agency of the Scriptures. 

By Mark White 
From Expository Files 10.5, May  2003 
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What God Has Done For Us

Ephesians 2:1-10

"And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons 
of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging in the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 
together with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works 
that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:1-10). 
 
One writer discussed this passage under the heading "Out of the Graveyard". That's a good description. 
This context discusses how we were made free from the spiritual corruption and death of sin. A life 
without Christ is nothing more than a spiritual corpse. We were not sick; we were dead. We did not need 
to be resuscitated; we needed to be resurrected. We may not have been murderers or robbers, but we 
were just as spiritually dead as if we had been. We had sinned. We had fallen short of the glory of God. 
We had failed to be what we ought to have been. We were children of wrath. We were destined for 
condemnation by all that is righteous and just, and we were accountable for all our unrighteousness.  
 
It was out of that hopeless state that God brought us to safety. We were lost, lost, as lost as it is possible 
to be. But not anymore! Our eternal prospect changed from utter hopelessness, darkness and despair into 
wonderful hope, shining light and joyful wonderment. It is God who has done these great things for us. 
 
God Loved Us 
"But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us..." (Ephesians 2:4,5). 
God's love caused Him to act toward us with mercy. "Love" is an attribute of God's nature and it is why 
He relates to us with "mercy", in the same way as God's nature is also "truth" and He therefore is 
"faithful" to us. The Bible says, "God is love" (I John 4:8).  
 
God's love is not just an abstract principle. It is observable in the human course of events by His 
intervention in our history to seek and save that which was lost. He owed us nothing, but gave us 
everything; "...though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you, through His poverty, 
might become rich." (2 Corinthians 8:9). He has become our Savior and example. "And be kind to one 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-ephesians-2-1-10(2).htm (1 of 4)9/11/2007 11:18:15 AM



Ephesians 2:1-10 - What God Has Done For Us 

another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. Therefore, be 
imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself 
up for us..." (Ephesians 4:32-5:2). God loves us very much and quite simply desires what is absolutely 
the best for each of us. 
 
God Made Us Alive 
"...even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ..." (Ephesians 2:5). 
In the previous chapter, Paul had explained some things God had done for Christ, including "...Christ, 
when He raised Him from the dead..." (1:20). He said that this gave us evidence of God's power and 
might. It is by that same power that God raises us spiritually from spiritual death to give us new life. 
Jesus also used the physical resurrection to illustrate spiritual resurrection. He said, "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life. Truly, truly, I say unto you, and hour is coming and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live," (John 5:24,25). 
 
Here, Jesus is not talking about the future resurrection of the physically dead at the end of time, though 
He does talk about that later (vs 28). Instead, He is talking about a spiritual resurrection that will be 
partaken in the very near future; "an hour is coming, and now is." Also, unlike the final resurrection 
where all will be raised, only those who "hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal 
life...has passes out of death into life."  
 
This brings us to a very important point! To be raised up spiritually, one must hear (heed) the word of 
Christ. Only in this way can we live. Jesus said so! One is lost if he or she does not heed the word of 
Christ.  
 
God Raised Us Up 
"...and raised us up with Him..." (Ephesians 2:6). Not only are we "made alive" in Christ, but we are 
"raised up" with Him. This does not refer to a physical change of location or exaltation, but spiritual. 
 
"Therefore, we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life." (Romans 6:3,4). 
A part of this spiritual resurrection involves living a new kind of life, with a new and nobler standard 
and purpose, a higher aim and a solid foundation. Before, we had "walked according to the course of this 
world." But now we "walk in newness of life." This is because we are raised and confident because of 
the power of God which has been and is being exerted in our behalf. No one can cast down the one 
whom the Lord Himself has exalted as we continue to walk in newness of life! 
 
God Seated Us With Christ in Heavenly Places 
"...and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus." (Ephesians 2:5). This does not have 
reference to heaven, the final place where the righteous dwell in God's immediate presence. Rather, it 
has to do with a spiritual realm or plane. We are there now! It is a place of struggle between right and 
wrong; "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against 
the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places." (Ephesians 6:12). It is where those battles against temptation are waged in the human heart. It is 
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where the battle is fought to a decision as to whether a sinner will repent and live or refuse and die. In 
the heavenly places, we have sat down with Christ in His kingdom. 
 
God Saved Us By Grace Through Faith 
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God." (Ephesians 2:8). We have already talked of God's love and mercy. Here we find out that it is by 
God's grace that we are saved. "Grace" is unmerited favor. Satan works against us but God works for us. 
He leaves it up to us as to whom we will follow. By His doing, we as undeserving sinners are provided 
with a choice. Jesus died so that we might have an alternative to eternal darkness. 
 
Salvation is not only by grace, but also by faith. That is our response, made by our choice, when we 
come to recognize the serious nature of sin and its consequences as well as God and His graciousness. 
Faith is active trust and submission unto the will of God. We are saved by God's grace through our faith. 
 
God Created Us In Christ For Good Works 
"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:10). Our conversion is not the end, but the beginning. Our 
walk, our search has not ended. we continue to walk by faith and seek out those things which make for 
greater and deeper understanding. "Therefore, be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then, do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is." (Ephesians 5:15-17). 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 9.11; November 2002 
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The Unfathomable Power of God

Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. (NKJV) 
 
If we outline Paul's letter to the Ephesians very broadly it consists of two parts as described by Paul in 
Eph. 2:10: 

Christian Doctrine: Chapters 1-3, "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works..." Here Paul describes spiritual blessings that accrue to us in Christ.

Christian Morality: Chapter 4-6, "... which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them." Paul 
then closes the letter by showing that such spiritual wealth must be applied. 
 
In this article we will attempt to show that Eph. 3:20-21 is the passage that acts as the hub of the entire 
Ephesian letter. Without an omnipotent God, there would be no doctrine or morality worth following 
and there would be no reason for mankind to unite under Christ. 
 
The Doxology - Introduction 
 
The doxology of 3:20-21 acts as the conclusion of not only the prayer of 3:14-19, but also of the first 
three chapters. It serves as an introduction to the last three chapters as well.  
 
By examining the prayer and then taking a look at the broader context we can come to understand that 
Paul realized that unity among believers takes divine intervention. Man will not be able to understand 
God's limitless power because man has a limited mind. So powerful is our God that even mortal enemies 
(such as the Jews and the Gentiles of Paul's time) can become united in Christ Jesus. 
 
Note: "Doxology" is not a Biblical word, but it describes a particular type of phrase or sentence that 
frequently occurs in the Bible. According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary a doxology is "an 
expression of praise to God." Many of us are familiar with T. Ken and G. Franc's "Doxology," which is 
often sung as a closing hymn: 
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"Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" 
 
The Conclusion of the Prayer 
 
Eph. 3:14-19: For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the width and length and depth and height-- to know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (NKJV) 
 
It is the love for one another as members of the family of God that Paul is stressing in this prayer. It is 
his wish that each Christian possess this kind of love along with adoption, acceptance, redemption, 
forgiveness, wisdom, inheritance and all the other God-given spiritual blessings. "It is in the context of 
loving relationships within the church [emphasis mine, cd] that we experience through one another, the 
depths of God's love. It is in this context that we grow to the fullness of Christ. All this is possible only 
because God is 'able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works in us...'" (Larry Richards, The Teacher's Commentary, p. 920.) 
 
"Rooted and grounded in love..." This phrase calls on us as Christians to make a devotional study of the 
love of Christ, thus filling us with the fervent desire to spread the Gospel ourselves. (This is regardless 
of the fact that this love has no limits and therefore is beyond our total comprehension.) This is how 
sinners will be won and the Godhood glorified. (William Hendrickson, New  Testament Commentary: 
Ephesians, p. 178) 
 
Broadening the Context 
 
Eph. 3:8-12: To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship 
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things 
through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the 
church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which 
He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through faith in Him.(NKJV) 
 
The fellowship of the mystery is the key here. The fact that once mortal enemies (Jew and Gentile) 
would become united in one spiritual body via the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ would 
be a hard pill for either side to swallow. This union is according to the wisdom of God (vv. 1-13). 
Beyond God's wisdom, He also displays His love in sending Christ to save the world. As already 
mentioned this love entails His love for us, His love for His Son, the Son's love for us and His Father, 
and our love for the Father, the Son and each other.  
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Eph. 4:1-4: I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all. (NKJV) 
 
Now Paul segues between the doctrinal portion of his letter and the application by once again 
emphasizing the unity that must exist in the church among its diverse members. Jew and Gentile, Greek 
and Barbarian, male and female, bound and free, must all come together under one flag - the cross of 
Christ! Man would deem this an impossibility, but all things are possible through an  application of 
God's wisdom because His power is limitless.  
 
The Doxology - Conclusion 
 
In spite of the fact that Paul had asked much of God in his prayer, in spite of the seeming impossibility 
of uniting all mankind under one spiritual banner, Paul concludes the prayer with a statement that the 
commentators call a "super-superlative." Paul (under the guidance of the Holy Spirit) coined the 
compound word "exceedingly, abundantly, above" to express God's capacity to transcend all that we ask 
or think. (F.F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Ephesians, p. 70.)  
 
Although Paul has asked much, God can and is willing to grant more. In order to appreciate Paul's super-
superlative Hendrickson suggests the following should be noted concerning Paul's reasoning: "a) God is 
able to do all we ask him to do; b) He is even able to do all that we dare not ask but merely imagine; c) 
He can do more than this; d) far more; e) very far more!" God is well deserving of the "glory in the 
church" based on His power (1:19; 2:20), wisdom (3:10), mercy (2:4), love (2:4), grace (2:5-8), and so 
forth - manifested in the church which is the body of Christ (the exalted head). (Hendrickson, p. 175.) 
 
Notice the four individuals (or group of individuals) referred to in the doxology: 1) God, 2) individual 
Christians, 3) the church, and 4) Jesus Christ. God's wisdom (including His plan for the salvation of 
mankind) requires the participation of all parties  involved. While most of those claiming to be 
Christians have no problem with three out of the four of these participants, many have been willing to 
sell the importance of the church short.  
 
The Church is important and Paul paints us a glorious picture of it in the Ephesian letter.  "This world is 
not what it was meant to be; it is torn in sunder by opposing forces and by hatred and strife. Nation is 
against nation, man is against man, class is against class. Within a man's own self the fight rages 
between the evil and the good. It is God's design that all men... should become one in Christ. To achieve 
this end Christ needs the Church to go out and tell men of His love and of His mercy. And the Church 
cannot do that until its members, joined together in fellowship, experience the limitless love of 
Christ." (William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible: The Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians, p. 133.) 
 
Those that are looking for an eternal home with the all-powerful God must be prepared to offer an 
eternity of doxologies. As so aptly put by hymnist John Newton in verse four of Amazing Grace: "When 
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we've been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun." 
 

By Carey Dillinger 
 From Expository Files 10.8; August 2003
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Wrath of God 
 Romans 1:18-19 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God 
has shown it to them. (Rom. 1:18,19 - NKJV) 
 
"Wrath [is] the personal manifestation of God's holy, moral character in judgment against sin. Wrath is 
neither an impersonal process nor is it irrational and fitful like anger. It is in no way vindictive or 
malicious. It is holy indignation - God's anger directed against sin." (Nelson's Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary, 1986 ed., p.1108.) 
 
Wrath (or anger) ascribed to man can be dangerous when it has no cause, is taken to excess, or held for 
an extended period of time (Mt. 5:22; Col. 3:8; Eph. 4:26). But when wrath is ascribed to God it is 
sinless and a true example of righteous indignation. The Psalmist has this to say, "God judges the 
righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day." (Ps.7:11 - MKJV) 
 
Towards What Has God Directed His Wrath? 
 
According to our text God's wrath is against two things: all ungodliness of men and all unrighteousness 
of men. Ungodliness represents sins directed against God (failure in one's duties toward God), while 
unrighteousness represents sins directed against God's precepts (failure in one's duties towards ourselves 
and our fellow man). Taken together these terms express God's anger towards those that practice the 
entire catalogue of sin. 
 
Towards Whom Has God Directed His Wrath? 
 
In the context at hand God has directed His wrath towards ".men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness." These men were the Gentiles who had in times past received God's will via direct 
revelation, angels, or inspired men, but since those times had through their traditions (or pure ignorance) 
watered down the truth (or ignored) until it was unrecognizable in their lives. So these unrighteous men 
were "holding down the truth" either purposefully or through their own ignorance. 
 
A claim of ignorance would be no excuse "because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for 
God has shown it to them." Paul will use the remainder of Romans chapter 1 to prove these facts. 
 
What Specific Sins Had Been Committed? 
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Romans 1:22-25 shows that the Gentiles had become idolaters and had practiced all the lusts of the flesh 
that attend such worship. This was their ungodliness. Romans 1:26-32 shows that the Gentiles, because 
of their ungodliness, began to practice unrighteousness as they sinned with and against one another. 
 
Note the list contains sins such as: idolatry; disrespect of one's own body, which includes but is not 
limited to: lesbianism and homosexuality (sodomy); those filled with injustice, a greedy desire, ill will, a 
vicious disposition, discontent at another's good fortune, intent to commit murder, a quarrelsome 
attitude, treachery; attributing the worst motives to the actions of others; those practicing cowardly or 
open slander, gross disrespect, empty pretensions, a mind to disobey their parents, purposeful ignorance; 
covenant breakers; and the unmerciful. (See also Col. 3:5-7.) 
 
Verse 32 tells us that not only are the perpetrators of these sins guilty, but also those that would approve 
of their practice. 
 
How Could These Sinners Avoid God's Wrath? 
 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 
to faith; as it is written, 'The just shall live by faith.'" (Rom. 1:16-17 - NKJV) 
 
Paul has already explained how salvation is obtained - through the Gospel. "The Gospel is God's power 
for salvation to those who believe it, for a way for sinners to become righteous is revealed in it, as an 
inducement for men to believe it so as to escape the penalty of a violated law." (R.L. Whiteside, 
Commentary on Romans, p. 22) 
 
What About Today? 
 
Would practitioners of the things in Paul's list be guilty of sin today? Would they be in danger of the 
wrath of God? 
 
In the minds of the world today, Paul has concocted a disjointed list of behaviors ranging from outright 
wrongdoing (murder) to some things that are probably wrong (contract breaking, slander) to activities 
that are nobody's business except the consenting adults who are practicing it (homosexuality). These are 
the very empty words that Paul told the Ephesians that would come from the disobedient (Eph. 5:6). 
 
Unfortunately for the world they are not in tune with God. Just as the world of Paul's time had 
disregarded God and His laws concerning these matters, our world has done the same. What our world 
(along with the world of the first century) does not understand is that God's wrath is a demonstration of 
His love. 
 
"God's wrath is a demonstration of His holy love. If God is not a God of wrath, His love is no more than 
frail, worthless sentimentality; the concept of mercy is meaningless; and the Cross was a cruel and 
unnecessary experience for his Son." (Nelson, ibid, p.1108.) 
 
Rom. 3:23: ".for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,." Rom. 5:12: .death spread to all men, 
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because all sinned." 
 
The Blessed Gospel is for All, because all men need salvation!

By Carey Dillinger 
From Expository Files 10.11; November, 2003
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The Insincerity of Men, The Sincerity of God

Psalm 12

 
The Psalms are a good place to learn more about both God and man. The writers used various elements 
of Hebrew poetry to describe God, praise Him, complain to Him, ask for relief and make promises to 
Him. As we read these we are put in good position to learn more of our Creator, and what our response 
to Him ought to be. Too, the psalms contain rare insights into humanity: the origin of man, the needs of 
man, the guilt of sin we earn by wrong choices, and the consequences. Importantly, the Psalms convey 
helpful direction, leading us to the Messiah, in whom we can enjoy redemption. We can be trained and 
guided further into the truth about both God and man when we read and study the Psalms. 
 
 
Help, LORD, for the godly man ceases! 
For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men.  
They speak idly everyone with his neighbor; 
With flattering lips and a double heart they speak.  
May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, 
And the tongue that speaks proud things,  
Who have said, 
"With our tongue we will prevail; 
Our lips are our own; 
Who is lord over us?"  
"For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 
Now I will arise," says the LORD; 
"I will set him in the safety for which he yearns."  
The words of the LORD are pure words, 
Like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
Purified seven times.  
You shall keep them, O LORD, 
You shall preserve them from this generation forever.  
The wicked prowl on every side, 
When vileness is exalted among the sons of men. 

The passage begins with a statement of lamentation, an expression of grief: "Help, Lord, for the godly 
man ceases! For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men." The writer is revealing an emotion. 
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At least at the moment he wrote this, he loses sight of any remnant. His concerns is, Where are all the 
faithful people? Have they died? Have they ceased the activity of faith? Where are they? This is like a 
similar expression of sorrow written by Micah. "The godly have been swept from the land; not one 
upright man remains. All men lie in wait to shed blood; each hunts his brother with a net," (Micah 7:2). 
Now it may be argued, this is arousing embellishment or "poetic hyperbole." Nevertheless, it is the 
genuine emotion of godly people, as they become aware that their number and their way of life lies in 
demise.  
 
I think God's people today must feel this way, and at times the emotion may be this deeply felt. If we are 
God's people, we place great value on behavior expressive of honesty, personal purity, modesty, 
generosity, prayer, following the Scriptures, etc. But in our time we see these things either perverted, 
debated or ignored. And, as verse 8 declares: "vileness is exalted among the sons of men." We often see 
what Isaiah saw (Isa. 59:4-9), or we observe the repulsive behaviors Paul documented in Romans one. 
We are led by the sight of sin to complain that the faithful fail, the godly cease. Every child of God lives 
with the sad knowledge of the absence of godliness all around us. 
 
The author defines what he saw that caused his grief: "They speak idly everyone with his neighbor; with 
flattering lips and a double heart they speak. May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that 
speaks proud things, who have said, 'With our tongue we will prevail; our lips are our own; Who is lord 
over us'?" Likewise in verse 8: "The wicked prowl on every side, when vileness is exalted among the 
sons of men." What people say reveals who they are, because the tongue is governed by the heart (Matt. 
12:34). The writer of Psalms 12 drew the conclusion, "the godly man ceases," because he heard how 
people were talking - their conversation revealed their character. Our talk reveals our heart (see also Jas. 
1:26). Falsehood uttered reveals falsehood within. Idle talk says the heart is idle. Boasting proves pride. 
And notice the claim of verbal victory and self-rule: "...We will prevail, who is lord over us?" The 
lamentation of verse 1 was justified by the speech and behavior described in verses 2-4 and 8. 
 
In verse 5, God replies to the complaint of the faithful. He says, "For the oppression of the poor, for the 
sighing of the needy, now I will arise." This is a reference to God's promise to give relief to the victims 
of the sinful behavior defined. God has never overlooked any real victim! He doesn't check us with, as to 
when and how to react. We cannot dictate to God, set deadlines or demand that He use the methods we 
think best. But you cannot give the Bible a fair hearing and miss this truth. He comes to the rescue of 
those who are victims of the treachery of man. {In the gospel, there is the supreme evidence of God's 
desire to deliver, even victims of their own sin! Rom. 5:6-8}. God responds to the writer's call for help. 
He states His intent to arise and deliver the victims to safety. 
 
If verse 5 is God's promise to arise and help, verses 6 & 7 state the basis of our confidence in God's 
word. "The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver tired in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 
You shall keep them, O Lord, you shall preserve them from this generation forever." Now we arrive at 
the point or theme I want to stress. Carefully observe the contrast between what men say and what God 
says! In this chapter, men speak idly, "with flattering lips and double heart." Men use their tongues to 
exalt themselves, gain their vile purpose and thus reveal their evil purpose of heart. It was so bad, the 
writer said, "the faithful disappear from among the sons of men."  
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But now, turn your attention from the vain talk of men to the words of the Lord. "The words of the Lord 
are pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times." You cannot place confidence 
in the idle talk of men. You cannot reply upon the promises of the proud; "with flattering lips and a 
double heart they speak." But there is good reason for unwavering confidence in God and in what God 
says.  
 
In those days metal was tried and purified with fire. A furnace would be dug in the earth, an intense fire 
built, to test and purify silver. The process was repeated until there was no doubt, the product was 
genuine silver. The point of the illustration is, the words of the Lord are "perfectly pure." No falsehood 
mixed in; no empty flatter; no false promises; no guile or deception in even trace amounts! "The words 
of the Lord are pure words."  
 
So, in regard to the Lord's promise to arise and rescue victims of man's treachery, there is the greatest 
confidence. "You shall keep them, O Lord, you shall preserve them from this generation forever." The 
writer was sure God would save the victims, setting them in the safety for which they yearned. 
 
Psalms 12 establishes the insincerity of man and the sincerity of God! When Paul wrote so fully to 
document the sin of man he quoted from the Psalms: "Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues 
they have practiced deceit," (Rom. 3:13). This is the insincerity of man. This is why, you cannot just 
follow where men may lead, without discernment. We must not blindly accept the religious teachings 
and practices of men. We cannot allow men to impose upon us their standards and creeds (whether the 
men are baptized or not). There are false teachers who by smooth words and flattering speech, deceive 
the hearts of the simple (Rom. 16:18). 
 
What we can do is, repose our souls in the hands of God. Everything is just exactly as God represents it. 
He "cannot lie," (Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18). We can enjoy great and absolute consolation in the words of 
God. His promises can bring into our hearts, a real assurance that men try to imitate but cannot 
duplicate. The Word of God has no other purpose, no other design upon us, than to do us the highest 
eternal good. Psalm 12 marks the difference between the insincerity of man and the absolute sincerity of 
God. The sum total of divine truth was given for our good, but requires our response. 
 
"What a contrast between the vain words of man, and the pure words of Jehovah. Man's words are yea 
and nay, but the Lord's promises are yea and amen. For truth, certainty, holiness, faithfulness, the words 
of the Lord are pure as well refined silver. In the original there is an allusion to the most severely 
purifying process known to the ancients, through which silver was passed when the greatest possible 
purity was desired; the dross was all consumed, and only the bright and precious metal remained; so 
clear and free from all alloy of error or unfaithfulness is the book of the words of the Lord. The Bible 
has passed through the furnace of persecution, literary criticism, philosophic doubt, and scientific 
discovery, and has lost nothing but those human interpretations which clung to it as alloy to precious 
ore. The experience of saints has tried it in every conceivable manner, but not a single doctrine or 
promise has been consumed in the most excessive heat." 
 
{Spurgeon, Charles H. "Commentary on Psalms 12:6". "The Treasury of David"} 
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By Warren E Berkley 
From Expository Files 9.10; October 2002 
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 The Firm Foundation of God 

2 Timothy 2:19-21

"Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, 'The Lord knows those who are His,' 
and, 'Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness.'" (2 Timothy 2:19). 
 
This is a statement of confidence and victory. It is important that every Christian understand the 
implications of this verse. No matter what circumstances one may be facing, however stressful or 
discouraging they may seem, every child of God must remember that the foundation of our hope is God, 
and that foundation will never be destroyed. 
 
Disappointments must not be allowed to embitter us. Nor should we allow them to deter us from being 
fully committed to exalting Jesus Christ in our lives. Our lights must continue to shine brightly. Our 
hope has a solid foundation that does not waver. 
 
The Background 
Perhaps Timothy was discouraged. He had at one time been imprisoned for his faith (Hebrews 13:23). 
And now, Paul was in prison, and let Timothy know up front that he would remain so until his execution 
(2 Timothy 4:6-8). Then, some brethren Timothy was associated with were being adversely effected by a 
couple of false teachers named Hymenaeus and Philetus. This is always a huge disappointment to God's 
people and fellow workers when this occurs.  
 
Paul wrote, "Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to 
wrangle about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers. Be diligent to present 
yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word 
of truth. But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, and their talk will 
spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, men who have gone astray from the 
truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and thus they upset the faith of some." (2 
Timothy 2:14-18). 
 
It is against the backdrop of these negative circumstances, and perhaps others, that Paul seeks to assure 
Timothy that "Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands." When one seeks to do what is right, 
regardless of such disappointments, he or she should always be aware that everything God has promised 
still stands, including the special promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
 
No Chips, Cracks or Faults 
The foundation of God is secure. The events of life do not change that. The words of the apostles and 
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prophets are His revelation and they are all still true. The gospel plan of salvation is still valid. The hope 
of eternal life is still sure and steadfast. God's plan for His people as individuals and as local churches is 
still valid. None of this changes any at all. 
 
Timothy seemed especially concerned about the work of Hymenaeus and Philetus, and how they had 
gone "astray from the truth" and "upset the faith of some." (2 Timothy 2:18). He was concerned that 
others had followed them away from the truth. Were cracks beginning to appear in the foundation of 
God? Paul insists that despite these falling away, the foundation of God still stands. When brethren 
disappoint, we must remember that our faith rests in God, not in man. 
 
The Seal of God 
The seal, or guarantee of God, is still valid. There are a couple reasons given for this in verse nineteen (2 
Timothy 2:19). 
 
First, "The Lord knows those who are His." He knows who we are and where we are and what we need. 
He understands what we face. He is watching. He will not lose us in the shuffle and upheavals of life's 
traumas. Jesus once put it this way: "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know 
Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep." (John 
10:14,15). and "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life 
to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand." (John 10:27,28).  
 
And the second reason given in verse 19 is that faithful Christians do not follow false teachers into sin. 
Paul wrote, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness." They continue to 
hear the voice of Jesus and follow Him (see the aforementioned reference in John 10:27,28). Your 
faithfulness and the promises of God will not be broken by another's failure to be what they ought to be.  
 
God's House is Still Home 
"Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of 
earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these 
things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work." (2 
Timothy 2:20,21). 
 
Yes, the evils of the world sometimes effect brethren in various ways. Peter mentions those who have 
returned to living by the standards of the world rather than according to the word of God (1 Peter 2:18-
22). Such behavior is certainly incompatible with living in God's house, but it is not going to bring the 
house down. The Lord knows which vessels are of honor and useful, and which are not. 
 
Peter also uses the house illustration, but in a slightly different way. He said, "...you also, as living 
stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." and "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." (1 Peter 2:5,9). 
 
God's Salvation is Personal 
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Another point is this: I will stand before God as an individual. Paul told Timothy "Now flee from 
youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a 
pure heart." (2 Timothy 2:21). He could do that, no matter if others were making shipwreck of their 
faith.  
 
Timothy was also told to "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth." (2 Timothy 2:15). He could also do that. So 
can we. In the midst of this life's most stressful events, we can live by faith, confident that " 
nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands."

By Jon W. Quinn  
From Expository Files 9-9; September 2002
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The Terror Of The Lord

John 3:16

 
One of the most prolific verses of scripture used by men today is John 3:16. "For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life." This is one of the most powerful statements in the divine record showing the great love God had 
for mankind to offer His only Son for redemption of wicked man. Through that sacrifice of misery and 
suffering, we have the hope and the realization of everlasting life. Who can not aspire for salvation 
without knowing the wonderful love God had in His willingness to let His Son die for all men? This 
passage stands as a monument of grace -- and a reminder of a certain reality. 
 
Jesus taught His disciples from the sermon on the mount, "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the 
gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it." (Matthew 7:13,14) There 
are two paths of life men seek: the narrow gate and the wide gate. The narrow gate is difficult and leads 
to life but few will find it. The wide gate is the entrance to the broad way and the end is destruction. 
Sadly, many will follow this way. Jesus establishes the reality of the end of all men. He unfolds a harsh 
fact of eternal truth: most men will be lost and few will be saved. 
 
John 3:16 teaches the reality of the eternal destiny of most people. The word "perish" means to be lost, 
ruined or destroyed. God gave His Son but people must believe in Him to be saved. If one does not 
believe in the Son of God, he will be lost. "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if 
you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." (John 8:24) The reality of what it means to 
perish is understood in the description of those who will be lost. 
 
To perish is to suffer "everlasting fire" (Matthew 25:41), "hell fire" (Matthew 18:8,9), "eternal 
damnation" (Mark 3:29), "resurrection of condemnation" (John 5:29), "everlasting destruction" (2 
Thessalonians 1:9), "to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched, where their worm does not 
die and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 9:43,44). This is the reality of what will be the fate of those who 
do not obey the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
It is satisfying to teach the wonderful salvation of God through His Son and we must present these 
thoughts to a lost and dying world. We must be reminded of the reality of what the eternal condition of 
those who refuse to submit to Christ will be. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:11, "Knowing, therefore, the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men." The terror of the Lord is the reality of what will happen after 
death. Obedience to God is not a small thing taken lightly. The persuasion of men must be accomplished 
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by the grace of God and the terror of the Lord. 
 
Luke 16:19-31 shows us how terrible it will be if we perish. Through this story Jesus gives a hint of how 
terrible it will be to be lost. There will be a consciousness of the torment we are enduring. "And being in 
torments... send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am 
tormented in this flame." It is real, it is terrible, it is final and there is no rest. (Revelation 14:11; 21:8) 
 
What do we learn from John 3:16? The invitation of the Lord is to know the grace of God in sending 
Jesus Christ but that obedience is required to be saved from an eternal death. Hell is real, it is terrible, it 
is eternal and it is prepared. Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does 
not believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:16)

By Kent Heaton 
From Expository Files 9.8; August 2002 
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Comfort, Oh Comfort

Isaiah 40

We serve a powerful God, but we also serve a God who cares about us. The Christian can find comfort 
in His power. Isaiah chapter 40 is specifically intended to provide a message of comfort because of the 
power of God. 
 
In Isaiah 39, Isaiah warns Hezekiah of the Babylonian captivity that is soon to come. Isaiah wrote 
chapter 40 to those people who would soon face that great tribulation as a message of comfort. In 40:27 
we read that some of those of the land of Judah felt as though God had not given them justice. Imagine if 
you were an Israelite born into slavery in a foreign nation. You would hear the amazing stories about the 
nation of Israel, you were God's chosen people. It would be confusing, and disheartening to look about 
at your nation's current situation. They would surely wonder if God were still up there. Had He forgotten 
the people whom He had led out of Egypt? 
 
Isaiah 40:1-2 sounds out like a grand announcement: "Comfort oh comfort, My people, says your God, 
speak kindly to Jerusalem; and call out to her that her warfare has ended..." As Isaiah begins this 
message of comfort he speaks about the Word of God, and how it stands. Good news is on its way, a 
shepherd is coming to guide the flock out from this slavery (40:3-11). It is then that Isaiah begins a 
description of our God that shows that God could not forget His people. "Who has measured the waters 
in the Hollow of His hand" (v 12). Take a look around Florida, and all you see is water. I, being from 
Illinois, have never experienced a hurricane, but I've seen tapes. Water is so vast and powerful. Water is 
something man can't really control, yet our God holds all of the water in His hand. He "marked off the 
heavens by the span." God can measure the sky simply by holding His hand and measuring the distance 
between His thumb and his pinky; it makes your hand seem small. God sits above the earth and sees 
what is going on (v 22). There is no one we know who we can compare Him with (v 25). Look into the 
night sky, and know that God has numbered the stars (v 26)! 
 
So you think God has left something out (v 27)? "Do you not know, have you not heard" God is so 
powerful, do you think He could have left something out? Our God does not have the same limitations 
we do. When we don't under-stand, He does; when we are tired, He isn't. If God names the stars, He 
certainly will not forget His people.

By Nathan E. Quinn 
From Expository Files 9.8; August 2002 
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 To Whom Then Will You Liken God?  

Isaiah 40:1-31

What people think about God is often very different from how God has revealed Himself to be. But God 
is real. He is not someone that we can twist and bend into whatever we want Him to be. But that is 
precisely what many attempt to do today. I recall, for example, a television talk show where  
homosexuality was being discussed. Someone had referred to what the Bible says about God's attitude 
toward the practice and one very respected host said, "My God is not like that." Well, since there is only 
one true and living God, then if her God is not the one who revealed His truth in the Bible, then she has 
the wrong god. Israel had fallen away from God during Isaiah's time. One of the reasons behind this is 
that they had forgotten who God was. 

Many in our own time have become just as estranged from the true and living God. It is good for 
believers to remember every day just who God is. We find the answers in His word, the Scriptures. The 
title of this article is taken from the fortieth chapter of Isaiah, the whole chapter devoted to remembering 
who God is.  
 
A God That Forgives 
"Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God.... that (their) iniquity has been removed..." (Isaiah 
40:1,2). God is holy, pure and righteous. There must be payment made for our sin or we are lost. Jesus 
sacrificed Himself to atone for our sins. He became "the way" back to the Father (John 14:6).  God 
forgives on His terms, not ours. To reject the gospel is to reject God's forgiveness. Man may try to 
reinvent a God who forgives through other means than faith in Christ, but in truth there is no other way 
(Acts 4:12; Acts 3:37,38). 
 
A God That Came 
"A voice is calling, 'Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway 
for our God.'" (Isaiah 40:3; see vss. 3-8). God came personally and directly to our world to answer our 
deepest need. Jesus, the Son of God, was announced by the voice crying in the wilderness, "Behold, the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world!" (John 1:29). It was about seven centuries after the 
prophet Isaiah had written these words that the voice of John announced the Lord's presence in the 
wilderness. The words of Jesus are those by which God speaks to us today (Hebrews 1:1-3). Isaiah 
placed great confidence in the word of the Lord and so should we. "The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever." (Isaiah 40:8). 
 
A God That Rewards 
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"Behold, the Lord God will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with 
Him, And His recompense before Him. Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will 
gather the lambs, And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes." (Isaiah 
40:10,11). This is good news and refreshing for the troubled souls of Isaiah's day. But it ought not to be 
any less refreshing for us as well, but that  depends on the amount of faith we have. The Lord will come 
and His "recompense" or "reward" is with Him. He is not so unjust as to ignore our efforts (Hebrews 
6:10). Isaiah uses the figure of a super-shepherd tending His lambs, even carrying them all with a strong, 
providing and protecting arm. Jesus, in the New Testament, refers to Himself as "the good 
shepherd" (John 10:11). 
 
A God of Infinite Power and Wisdom 
"Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, And marked off the heavens by the span, And 
calculated the dust of  the earth by the measure, And weighed the mountains in a balance, And the hills 
in a pair of scales?" (Isaiah 40:12; see vss. 12-17). God is the beginning of all wisdom, knowledge and 
power. He is the source of the universe. He can do that which is impossible for man to do. God has 
"pushed the camel through the eye of a needle" with respect to saving us from sin (Matthew 19:24). This 
means that if we will truly place our trust in Him, then we can be confident and assured about the 
outcome of our faith - the salvation of our souls. We are in "good hands" when we place ourselves in 
God's care. 
 
A Jealous God 
"To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with Him? As for the idol, a 
craftsman casts it, A goldsmith plates it with gold, And a silversmith fashions chains of silver. He who is 
too impoverished for such an offering Selects a tree that does not rot; He seeks out for himself a skillful 
craftsman To prepare an idol that will not totter." (Isaiah 40:18-20). The Lord will not accept second 
place in our lives. He is the Creator. He is not just another idol of wood or stone. He is not just another 
friend, or possession. He is not a hobby to pursue when we feel like it or a game to play when 
convenient. He is the living God. As Jesus said, "You cannot serve God and mammon." (Matthew 5:24). 
 
A Creator God 
"Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth their host by 
number, He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power 
Not one of them is missing." (Isaiah 40:26; see vss. 21-26). At a word God willed the galaxies into 
existence. At a word He created them, and the day will come when He will remove them because they 
will have performed their purpose (Psalm 19:1-3; Hebrews 1:10-12; 2 Peter 3:9-13). This God of such 
dynamic creative ability and power is also aware of every single event in His universe. Jesus said not 
even a sparrow falls to the ground without His notice and that we are of more value than sparrows 
(Matthew 10:29-31). 
 
A God That Judges 
"Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the Lord, And the justice due 
me escapes the notice of my God"? (Isaiah 40:27). People seem to have an idea that God does not see, or 
that perhaps we can explain our sin away. It's an old idea. God is aware, and will bring every act to 
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judgment (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14). 
 
A God That Provides 
"Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, 
They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary." (Isaiah 40:31). There is no good 
reason to exchange God as He truly is for a god of our own imagination. Our God will provide us with 
what we need to overcome and win eternal victory. That is something other god can do.

By Jon W. Quinn  
 From Expository Files 9.3; March 2002
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The Appearance of the Likeness of the Glory of the Lord

Ezekiel 1

 
It has never been an easy thing to think about God. I can talk about His attributes easily enough. I can 
say He is eternal, omniscient, omnipotent, glorious, love and righteousness. But I cannot come up with a 
mental picture of God. Others have tired to and have failed. He does not look like man, or any other 
creature of flesh and blood. God is spirit. (John 4:24; Luke 24:36-39; Romans 1:21-23).  
 
But we do have a picture of God's glory. Want to see it?  
 
It is a "word picture" which is designed to bring to our minds a mental image that expresses something 
about God's glory in terms the human mind can comprehend. It was not concocted by the imperfect 
mind of man, but rather a picture God chose Himself. Let's look at the picture God paints of Himself! 
 
Ezekiel's Vision 
"...the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God... the word of the LORD came expressly to 
Ezekiel the priest... in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there the hand of the LORD 
was upon him." (Ezekiel 1:1-3). 
 
This occurred in the 5th month of the year 593 B.C. We know this from the information given in verse 
two. 
 
Ezekiel was far from home. He, along with ten thousand other leaders of Judah, had been taken into 
captivity during the first deportation by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (or Chaldea). Soon, according 
to prophecy , there would be yet more deportations and finally the city of Jerusalem and its temple 
would be destroyed. This would also be fulfilled the following decade. 
 
Ezekiel and others were relocated by the River of Chebar. Recent excavations have uncovered Jewish 
settlements there giving further evidence that this account is historically accurate. 
 
It is here that the "word of the Lord" came to Ezekiel in the form of a vision. In dealing with visions and 
their meanings, it is best to keep it simple. For example, if I say "cat" you picture a "cat" in your mind. 
You do not get bogged down with the history of the word; the sound one makes when he says the word, 
and so forth. Just look at the symbols shown to Ezekiel and consider what each one might suggest about 
God. 
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God's Purpose 
"And as I looked, behold, a great storm wind was coming from the north, a great cloud with fire flashing 
forth continually and a bright light around it, and in its midst something like glowing metal in the midst 
of the fire." (Ezekiel 1:4). 
 
In verse 4-21, we have a description of heavenly purposes being fulfilled. The words "like" and 
"likeness" occurs some 15 times in these verses. This suggests the inadequacy of human language to 
convey exactly what Ezekiel saw. The best that could be done was to find earthly things in the human 
experience that were "like" the things in the vision. 
 
Out of the dark cloud descending from the north Ezekiel sees figures resembling four living things (vs. 
5). They looked somewhat human in form, but closer examination shows otherwise. They each had four 
wings (freedom of movement) faces (seeing every direction; vs. 6). This would suggest ability to know 
and act in whatever way God commands. 
 
Their feet were glowing (purity of purpose; vs. 7) and hands (helping hands; working hands; vs. 8). 
Their faces never changed direction (singleness of purpose; vs. 9). The four faces on each creature were 
different (vs. 10). Each had the face of a man (reason); lion (majesty); ox (strength) and eagle 
(swiftness).  
 
The tips of their wings touched one another (unity; vs 11). There was flashes of light coming from the 
midst of these beings, perhaps suggesting judgment (vs. 13,14). There is a description of wheels (vs. 16-
21). Forget about designing one of these yourself! Suggested is that the steady, ongoing work of God 
will continue through all obstacles and conflict. God's purpose will always prevail! 
 
God in His Glory 
"Now, over the heads of the living beings there was something like an expanse... above the expanse that 
was over their hands there was something resembling a throne, and on that which resembled a throne 
was a figure..." (Ezekiel 1:22-26). 
 
First, we are called to look at the throne of God, sitting on something like an awesome, gleaming crystal 
platform (vs. 22,23). This vision is complete with audio, and there are three similes used to describe the 
sounds Ezekiel was hearing (vs. 24,25). There was the sound like abundant waters; the sound like the 
voice of the Almighty (thunder; Psalm 29:3,5) and the sound like that of an army on the move. These 
sounds came from the wings of the creatures. When the wings stopped, so did the sounds. 
 
The figure on the throne was like that of a man, but the upper portion was like glowing metal with fire 
all around it. The lower portion was like fire, and there was a radiant, multi-colored glow all around 
Him, like a rainbow, the sign of hope (vs. 26-28). Out of the dark, flashing cloud of judgment comes 
peace and hope. Other passages also describe the glory of God (Exodus 33:20; 19:16-18; 40:34-38; 1 
Kings 8:10). 
 
God then speaks to Ezekiel. "Then He said to me, 'Son of man, stand up that I may speak to 
you!" (Ezekiel 2:1). He speaks to Ezekiel about judgment upon the people for their faithlessness. He 
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speaks to Ezekiel of his mission to speak to them whether they will listen or not. He also speaks of 
mercy which will be extended to those who will repent. 
 
God still speaks to us today. It is the same God; no different from the One of Ezekiel's vision. His 
purposes will be accomplished. He has not been silent and speaks to us through His Son (Hebrews 1:3). 
We'd best be listening to and obeying Him!

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 8.8; August 2001 
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Is God Fair?

Acts 10:34-35

 
I recently had a discussion with a woman over the phone who used the text for a prop to brace a 
contemporary belief among many religious people. Many good folks believe that since God is not a 
respecter of people, that he can not look out into the sea of denominations and pick the one he thinks is 
best. If people are illustrating lives of reverence for God and good, moral lives, then he simply must 
accept all of the religious beliefs because he is "no respecter of persons". I thought this was a clever 
approach, but the unrelenting truth is that no person has ever been accepted in favor with God separate 
and apart from obedience to the word which he revealed and has commanded man to obey. Cornelius is 
a perfect example of a person who reverenced God and lived a good, moral life, yet was not saved or 
accepted into God's favor until he met the conditions of salvation. Erwin Lutzer, in his new book, "Ten 
Lies About God", mentions that a common thread among religious people today is that if God does not 
have some special arrangement for non-believers or non-Christians, then he is less loving than humans. 
 
Therefore, if you extend this logic it would only demand that humans have transcended their Creator in 
character. However, upon this logic, it would demand that since God allows earthquakes, tornadoes, 
hurricanes, fires, and such like to be a part of natural law coupled with the fact that people die by the 
masses in such tragedies, that he is just as unloving. And if this is true, then he has always been less 
loving than humans because natural disasters have been occurring since the beginning of time. 
Remember the flood in Genesis? Does the modern logic of men imply that God created man with a 
superior character since natural disasters have been occurring since the beginning? Dear reader, if there 
is any common thread at all it leads directly to the spool of humanism! Those who are born into an 
existence of living in poverty will be justified in complaining of unfairness as long as God is considered 
to be unfair in some way. And if fairness (man's wisdom), is a criterion for man's direction, then when 
man arrives at judgment he can reply to God, "My environment was not fair, I did not get a fair shake in 
life". He may claim that he was abused or born into a penurious home life and never had a fair chance to 
prove what he could really be. In Matthew 7:21-22 we see an illustration of a judgment scene where 
people are pleading their cases before the judge. In this example, the pleading and indicting by these 
people could not sway the mind and justice of the Lord. When men look at this passage and claim the 
unfair nature of this scene, they are failing to see the irrelevance of whether it is fair in the wisdom of 
men or not. Call upon your memory of Isaiah 55:8-9, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts". We have never been granted the liberty to 
become more broad minded in our thinking than our Creator is! 
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Men have for centuries tried every unorthodox method to reach God from the tower of Babel to 
assembling to babble! I watched with amazement on the television program 20/20, charismatic people 
who were drinking strychnine, handling snakes and other strange practices in order to create a proper 
fellowship with the Lord. I wonder if Paul had the same amazement when he entered the city of Athens 
and viewed the scores of figures representing the concepts of men and even to the point of erecting an 
image for the primary purpose of reaching a being that transcended all other gods (Acts 17). It is argued 
in many circles that religion is simply different perspectives of the same reality. In denominationalism, I 
have no doubt this is true. However, the Lord's church is not a part of man's devise or innovation. It is 
not part of the big picture, it is the picture! And standing alone amid the sea of religious beliefs, it is 
ambiguous to many because of their determination to rely on their gods whom they deem fair. Paul told 
the Athenians that God is not far from us (Acts 17:27). Yet the more we depend upon our own wisdom, 
the farther we wander away from Him, the true and living God. 
 
How will God deal with the present religious world? I am convinced that he will handle all things in 
judgment. Man's flawed attempts to reach God and seek his approval will be made manifest in the day of 
sentencing. The record bears this out in such passages as 2Corinthians 5:10 and 2Thessalonians 1:7-8. 
The bottom line to all of this, is that fairness is not decided by man. The characters in Ezekiel 18 were 
reminded of this. God is truth and all that are in conflict with him and his divine revelation are in danger 
of eternal punishment. All of the arguments and complaining of men will not change the absolute 
precepts of the Holy One. And if God sends people to hell, it will be because people have prepared to go 
there, not because he is unfair.

 
By Tony Ripley 

From Expository Files 7.8; August 2000 
 
 
 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-acts-10-34-35.htm (2 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:22 AM



Acts 10:34-35 - Is God Fair?

 

http://www.bible.ca/

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-acts-10-34-35.htm (3 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:22 AM

http://www.bible.ca/ef/ef.map
http://www.bible.ca/


Romans 11:33-36 - God, in Rom. 11:33-36

God, in Rom. 11:33-36

Romans 11:33-36

Most people don't take the time to think much about God. We are busy with other things which seem to 
be more immediate, more exciting and entertaining. We seldom take the time to consider eternal realities 
and we may even resist any serious thought about ourselves and God. We need to take time to study and 
personally think about who God is, what God is like, how He is described in the Scriptures, what His 
plan is and then what our response will be. 
 
There are many superb passages in the New Testament that communicate clearly to us about God. One 
is Romans 11:33-36. 
 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgements and unfathomable His ways! 34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became 
His counselor? 35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid pack to him again? 36 For from 
Him and through Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Summary of Romans 1-11 
Before we undertake a study of truths in this paragraph, we need to consider the context: the book of 
Romans. In the first eleven chapters of Romans, Paul gives a step by step presentation of God's plan, the 
gospel of Christ. 
 
In the first three chapters, he begins with the sin of man. It is an ugly picture of how people know there 
is a God and they know what is right before Him, but they do what is wrong. Near the end of this section 
there is that statement of Paul: "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," (Rom. 3:23). The 
truth is, man has sinned, but God - in the riches of His love and grace - has given a remedy, the gospel of 
Christ (the power of God to save, Rom. 1:16). 
 
In chapters four, five and six - Paul takes the next step in this journey. Though we have sinned, we can 
be forgiven; we can be justified "by faith" and enjoy peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
direction of that faith, the response and activity of it, the life of faith that responds to Christ and pleases 
God - all of that is developed in this section. And here, Paul clearly identifies the proper response of 
sinners to the gospel: we were buried with Him through baptism into death ... so we should walk in 
newness of life ... you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered ... and having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. So, the 
problem is sin; God provides the remedy in Christ - the gospel tells of Christ as the remedy - but 
individual must respond (hearing, believing and obeying from the heart). 
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In chapter seven, Paul speaks to the Jews about their previous relationship with the law of Moses, now 
severed by their marriage to Christ. In chapter eight, the freedom, blessings and hope enjoyed by those 
whose faith responds to the gospel. 
 
Now in chapters nine, ten and eleven - Paul deals with a particular, sensitive issue at that time, the Jews 
and their difficulty in accepting Gentiles. Because of their history, traditions and attitudes, it was 
enormously difficult for Jewish Christians to understand the change from the old covenant to the new. It 
was a special challenge for most of them to accept Gentiles as brethren, share with them and conquer all 
their prejudices. Part of the problem was, some Jews were mis-informed and confused by Paul's enemies 
- thinking that Paul was teaching that God had rejected every Israelite. The apostle addresses these 
sensitive questions in Romans nine, ten and eleven. And his argument is well expressed in the opening 
statement of chapter eleven: "I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He 
foreknew!" 
 
So, there is the problem of sin; the solution God provides in Christ; man's necessary response of faith; 
also, in Romans, Paul deals with questions and issues about all of this. Romans is a step by step 
presentation of the gospel plan, written by the inspired apostle. 
 
Beginning in chapter twelve, Paul teaches how we should live in view of all these marvelous truths. This 
is sometimes called "the practical section" of the book because of the focus on practice in daily life. 
However, before beginning this section - Paul stops at the end of chapter eleven and offers up this 
excellent statement of praise to God. 
 
Here is what this is like. 
 
If you are out in the forest, or climbing a mountain - there is the labor involved in the task (walking the 
trail, climbing the rocks). But from time to time you feel compelled to pause and look around, beholding 
the wonder and beauty of nature and praising the God who made it. This is like a traveler who has 
reached the summit of some great mountain. There, he stops to praise the beauty of the creation and the 
Creator. 
 
Paul - in Romans chapters one through eleven - has given this account of what the problem is and what 
the solution is. Man has sinned. God sent His Son. We must respond to the gospel. Paul has tackled the 
difficulties of misrepresentations, issues between Jews and Gentiles, etc. Now at this point, at the end of 
chapter eleven, this is like a traveler or mountain climber who is compelled to pause and praise the One 
who made it all. 
 
One thing we should learn from this is, we should never get so busy and involved in academics, 
arguments and apologetics that we forget the God who deserves all the glory! It was necessary for Paul 
to provide all this rich instruction about God's plan. It is important for us to read and understand it, then 
teach these things to others. But let us never become so involved in analysis and apologetics that we 
forget to praise the God whose plan we are teaching and following. The truth of the gospel should 
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always provoke in us the desire to worship, praise and acknowledge Him.  
 
But now back to the statement in Rom. 11:33-36. Let me make these four points: 
 
1) This passage tells me how I can be enriched. 
To be "enriched" is to add depth and meaning to your life. In some private and public schools there are 
"enrichment" programs, designed to give motivated students a fuller educational experience. In 
agriculture, when you enrich weak soil, you add good nutrients to it, in the hope of a better harvest. To 
be enriched is to have a deeper, fuller experience in life - anticipating a better eventual outcome. Now 
the devil tries to tell us that sin is the key to a better life. He is a liar! He promises what he cannot 
deliver, and he delivers what he does not promise. The God Paul describes in the above passage is 
capable of providing the enrichment we should seek, and in Christ He does that. If I will place my heart 
and life into the hands of God, submitting to His plan - the gospel - there is great and powerful 
enrichment that is mine in Christ. 
 
2) It is ludicrous to imagine that we could ever teach God anything. 
This is so obvious to anyone who has read the Scriptures and who knows anything at all about God. It is 
unlikely that you will hear anyone claim to take on the task of instructing or counseling God. 
 
What would we teach Him? What would we say, to enlighten and inform Him? Does God suffer with 
some ignorance we could remedy by imparting to Him our wisdom?  
 
His wisdom is infinite, unsearchable, incomparable and invincible. We, on the other hand, suffer with 
ignorance and the resulting sin. We must depend upon Christ, the divine remedy. We need help. We 
have to study, learn and repent. What counsel can we offer God? 
 
He knows everything. Everything possible; everything actual; every event; every person and every 
thought in the mind of every person ... past, present and future! We need His counsel, and He provides it 
in Christ. 
 
3) We are not God's creditors. 
Think about this. What do we have that we could offer to God, that He needs, and that would put Him in 
eternal debt to us? What would that gift be? Does God suffer some insufficiency or lack that we could 
supply? (See Acts 17:25). 
 
There is nothing we have to offer or give, that God needs and that would put Him in eternal debt to us! 
That's the point of verse 35: "Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?" 
 
I should clarify this. There is reverence, worship, praise and obedience we ought to give God, because 
He is God and we are not. But this is not a matter of putting Him in debt to us. This is our response to 
Him who is "above all," and worthy of our praise. {On pay day, do you consider your check a matter of 
grace or benevolence? No. You think of it as your due compensation for work done. We will never be 
able to stand before God and demand due compensation for work done... unless we want justice without 
mercy.} 
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4) "To Him be the glory forever." 
If I worked in such a perfect fashion all my life, that I earned the pay of eternal life as compensation 
equal to my performance, I might be justified in being proud of myself; and I might boast that "I did it 
all myself." 
 
Since salvation is a gift received; since we come into this as sinners needing the blood of Christ, to God 
be the glory! Abraham gave "glory to God," (Rom. 4:20). This inclination to praise God was a result of 
his active faith. So every Christ should confess, "Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the 
things which pertain to God," (Rom. 15:17). 
 
Conclusion: 
God is so great. Do we recognize that, think about it and respond to it? Man's response to God's 
greatness and God's plan for man in Christ should be to be buried with Christ in baptism and then walk 
in newness of life. 
 

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 7.8; August 2000 
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The Most Famous Verse in the Bible

John 3:16

 
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:16). Actually, I am only guessing that this is the most famous 
verse in the Bible. It is certainly more famous than "It is better to live in the corner of the roof than in a 
house with a contentious woman" (Proverbs 25:24). In fact, it may well be the only Bible verse that 
many have ever heard. If you only know one verse, it's a good one to know, though only as a starting 
place. 
 
It certainly states powerful truth in a brief manner. The Lord meant for it to, but He did not mean for 
anyone to stop there. The rest of the New Testament elaborates on its simple message. Someone must be 
brain dead to hear this verse and not be challenged to find out more, because while it contains wonderful 
truth it does not contain all the truth that can and must be known and obeyed to reach heaven. If it did, 
then none of the rest of the Bible would've been written. 
 
What are some of the things we learn from this most famous of all verses? 
 
The Magnitude of God's Love 
"While He (Jesus) was still speaking behold a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold a voice out 
of the cloud saying, 'This is My beloved Son, with whom lam well-pleased; listen to Him!" (Matthew 
17:5). The Father in heaven was so proud of His Son. Jesus was doing flawlessly. Satan was being 
defeated at every turn. Jesus was perfectly reflecting the Father to the world. God was extremely pleased 
with His beloved Son. That is one of the reasons it is going to be so difficult to watch His Son die to pay 
for our sins. 
 
Our most famous verse says, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.." His 
wonderful Son suffered so that we might live. Every drop of blood; every stripe; every groan of our Lord 
on the cross tells us of the magnitude of God's love for the world. The Bible tells us of the skies 
darkening as Jesus hung on the cross and cried out "My God, MyGo4 why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 
Though there was no answer given at the time except continued darkness, we all know the answer: 
because that is how much God wanted to save us. He must love us very much. 
 
The Scope of God's Love 
"The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for all to come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:9). Out of the whole world, pest and 
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present, is there anyone that God wishes to perish? No, not a one! Even as we think of the worst 
criminals of history; still, not a one of them does God wish to see perish. Not even the ones who 
crucified His own Son! And certainly not the ones that have perhaps mistreated or slighted you at some 
time. 
 
"For God so loved the world..." states the most known verse. It is a world of sinners in need that God 
loves. The term world refers to all of humanity. God's love is perfect and reaches out to all when none of 
us deserve it at all. It does no good at all to point out the need of the world for God and His love without 
realizing that we, as part of the world, are equally in need for the same reason.  
 
The Fairness of God's Love 
"And opening his mouth Peter said: 'I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show 
partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him." (Acts 
10:34,35). Men and women make many unfair judgments about their fellow human beings. Sometimes 
these prejudices are based upon appearances such as skin color. At other times on a person's ethnic 
background, language, nationality or economic strata. Or it may merely be that one person reminds us of 
another person that we do not like, so we decide not to like them either. Jesus, during His ministry, 
seemed to enjoy taking someone the people didn't like, like a publican or a Samaritan, and making them 
heroes in His parables. 
 
Our famous text states, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes... ." There is no partiality in the gospel's invitation (Romans 1:16) and there will be none at 
judgment (Romans 2:4-11). There had better be no partiality in our hearts toward others. Souls are much 
too important! 
 
The Limits of God's Love 
"Then He said to those on His left 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels;" (Matthew 23:41). God's love ought not to be taken for granted. It 
ought not to be thought that God's love is so powerful that it will automatically save everybody, or even 
almost everybody; or even that it will automatically save anybody! It will not! In the verse above Jesus 
describes the judgment rendered on those who had neglected to be what they should have been. Jesus 
does not accuse them of doing anything bad; but only that they had failed to do much good when they 
had opportunities. 
 
Again, our famous verse says, For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him... ." God saves believers! 
 
But what is a believer? The Greek word means someone who is actively trusting. It means more than to 
merely acknowledge something as true. It means to act upon that which we have come to believe. In this 
case, it is to put our confidence in Jesus by yielding our wills to His as we obey His commandments. 
You are not believing in Jesus until you are doing what He says! 
 
Perhaps a good illustration is that of a doctor and patient. When does the patient put his trust in the 
doctor? Is it when he first gets sick and thinks about calling the doctor? No! Is it when hedecides a visit 
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to the doctor will help? No! Is it when he makes an appointment? Well, that is the beginning of it, but he 
still hasn't put his faith in the doctor because the doctor hasn't told him to do anything yet. It is not until 
the doctor prescribes some treatment and the patient follows the doctor's instructions that he has actually 
put his confidence in the doctor's medicinal know-how. And, by the way, if the patient fails to follow the 
doctor's orders then he is not really putting his trust in the doctor whether he kept his appointment or not! 
 
It is the believer that God saves. Those who do not put their trust in Jesus will be lost, not because God 
does not love them, He does; but because God's love will not save those who do not believe and obey 
(John 3:36; Hebrews 5:9; 11:6). 
 
The Results of God's Love 
"These things I have written unto you who believe in the name of the Son of God in order that you may 
know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5:13). Because of God's love, our lives can lead to complete 
and eternal victory! Knowing this will certainly give the faithful man or woman of God confidence, 
peace and a sense of security here and now, not to mention that day in the future when faith shall 
become sight. 
 
Our most famous verse says, "...that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." 
This is our hope. Let none convince you that it is not worth the sacrifice. Our lives will either come to 
eternal, conscious devastation or a glorious, everlasting life. That there is any alternative at all to 
perishing is attributable unto the love of God. 
 
God gave His Son so that nobody need perish, and nobody should, but many will. Why? Because they 
do not live by faith. This most famous verse in the Bible doesn't tell us how to be saved or how to live 
by faith. That is not its purpose, and the Scripture gives us that needed information in other places. It 
does tell us that God has acted in our behalf and why He has so acted. Smile, God loves you.

 
By Jon W. Quinn 

From Expository Files 7.8; August 2000 
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God Didn't Do That

James 1:13-16

One result of serious, personal Bible study will always be - producing in your heart and in your life, 
deeper reverence for God. As I read and study His Word I become better acquainted with God, and 
better acquainted with myself, and one result will be an increase or growth of my reverence for God. 
One thing you will learn is: we should be especially careful when we talk to God, and when we talk 
about God! In Ecclesiastes 5:2, this care we should have is stated in a very direct manner: 
 
"Do not be rash with your mouth, 
And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God, 
For God is in heaven, and you on earth; 
Therefore, let your words be few." 
 
This is a prohibition, and it prohibits impulsive or rash statement before God. The basis of this is - God 
is in heaven, and you on earth . . . therefore, let your words be few. 
 
In the New Testament James 1:13 says, "Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am tempted by God,' for 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone." This is also a prohibition and a 
warning - "Let no one say" this. And this is based on the truth that God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does He Himself tempt anyone. 
 
Here is one result, here is one product of Bible study and spiritual growth - we learn to be cautious in 
what we say to God and about God; "For God is in heaven, and you on earth …Therefore let your words 
be few…" 
 
I would like for us to think about something that is common, but very dangerous. When we encounter 
trouble in life - when we suffer disappointment, turmoil or tragedy - we may be tempted to lay the blame 
at God's door. We may even say, "Why is God doing this to me?" 
 
In our own thinking, and perhaps in the presence of others - we may complain of our difficulty and then 
claim or leave the impression that GOD DID THIS TO US. Such accusations and bitterness could even 
reach the level of Mrs. Job, who said to her suffering husband: "Do you still hold to your integrity? 
Curse God and die!" She was being rash with her mouth. She was blaming God, and sharing her unbelief 
and bitterness with her husband. 
 
I would like to recommend a single idea: God didn't do that! 
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God has done marvelous things for every one of us. His providential strength and wisdom is manifested 
in many ways - some we may not fully know and appreciate. But when it comes to a variety of things we 
commonly complain about - it must be affirmed that God Didn't Do That! 
 
If you have made some dreadful mistakes in your marriage - and you are now facing the results of your 
wrong choices and habits - God didn't do that to you! If you rushed into a marriage without maturity, 
prayer and wisdom … If you got married too early in life … If you made a whole series of wrong 
choices in your early years of marriage, and you are now suffering -- It is not right to accuse God in 
these matters. God didn't cause you to make those decisions you now regret. If we made some impulsive 
decisions in our youth, perhaps against all the good influence of Christians - we must not now blame all 
our trouble on God. "Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not your heart utter anything hastily before 
God." "Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am tempted by God'…" 
 
Further - If you have a personal history of unwise priorities in spending money; too much reliance on 
debt; ill-advised stewardship and impetuous purchases … and you are now reaping the results of that - 
God didn't do that to you! God didn't force you into a single purchase, that hastened you down the road 
to excess. He didn't send you a single credit card, and didn't lead you to the mall! No arguments or 
complaints about "providence" are defensible. If you have "maxed" out a dozen credit cards and you 
now find yourself with no cash for groceries, behind in your payments . . . you must not blame God for 
all that! It is revealing, what we say about our circumstances. Isn't it remarkable - when we enjoy 
prosperity or have a financial surplus, we tend to congratulate ourselves -- we say things like, "I sure did 
good last year. I made some great investments; I worked hard … now look at what I have to show for 
my ambition and hard work!" Then a few years later - when we have spent our surplus and squandered 
our goods on prodigal living - we blame God for our poverty!! We take credit for the good times - then 
blame God for the bad!! 
 
I read this one time, and I think this says it well - "…life for many of us gets reduced to a hustle, a 
nonsensical farce in which we buy things we don't need, at prices we can't pay, on credit we shouldn't 
use, with terms we can't meet, because of advertising we don't believe!" {p.#14, Finding Happiness In 
The Most Unlikely Places, by McCullough.} We need to take responsibility for our use of money. We 
need to manage everything we have as good stewards of God … and when we put ourselves in financial 
hardship, we must resist the temptation to blame God for what we have done! 
 
It may be you have made some decisions in life which were not necessarily immoral or sinful … just the 
wrong choice at the wrong time! Maybe, a career change - perhaps it cannot be definitely argued that 
you sinned in making that decision. It was the wrong choice at the wrong time. It didn't turn out as you 
expected. Now you have difficulty because of that decision … but it was your personal decision. And 
you cannot rashly speak against God for a decision you made. 
 
Well, it could be that you are suffering now because of what somebody did to you ….  
somebody, NOT GOD! If a friend has betrayed you - that doesn't mean God has betrayed you. If a 
spouse has not been faithful to you - God didn't do that. If children are not treating you right; if grown 
children are taking advantage of you - GOD ISN'T TAKING ADVANTAGE OF YOU. If people who 
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call themselves Christians have lied to you, lied about you, or ignored your needs - they were not doing 
the will of God in that behavior! Don't blame God for what people do! 
 
And then I need to say - If you have violated the law of God … you certainly cannot blame God for your 
own sin!! In James 2:11 and Galatians 2:18 - there is the expression, becoming a transgressor of the law. 
You were not born a transgressor. God didn't cause you to transgress His law. Others may have tempted 
you or helped you - but you made the choice … becoming a transgressor of His law. Sinful behavior, 
and the results of those choices MUST NEVER BE BLAMED ON GOD. 
 
 
And this is exactly the point made by James: 
 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires 
and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 
 
It is a dangerous exercise of ignorance, ingratitude and immaturity - to know what God says, do the 
opposite and then blame him for what we've done!! What an unworthy thought - to pour scorn on God, 
when we have made the choice to reject His will. James says - Let no one say this!! 
 
So sometimes we must say to ourselves - GOD DIDN'T DO THAT! 
 
When we make choices that make life hard for us… 
When we spend money we don't have -- and get into trouble … 
When we make career decisions or moves that turn out troublesome… 
When people hurt us - or when disappointments come into our lives we cannot explain. 
Let us not be rash with our mouth to utter anything hastily before God… 
AND, let no one say when he is tempted -- I am tempted by God. 
 
And let me also say - There is strength for God's people who are distressed. "Now David was greatly 
distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every 
man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God," (1 Sam. 30:6). 
This faith is based on promises like the one stated by Isaiah - in Isa. 41:13, "For I, the Lord your God, 
will hold your right hand, saying to you, 'Fear not, I will help you'." Instead of murmuring against God 
in our haste and unbelief -- let us acknowledge Him, be strengthened by Him and have the attitude Paul 
expressed when he said, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me" (Phil. 4:13).

By Warren E. Berkley 
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 7.7; July 2000 
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The Manifold Wisdom of God

Ephesians 3:10-11

 

“To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Eph. 3:10-11). 
 
This wonderful Scripture expresses a thought that staggers the mind’s ability to comprehend and 
appreciate. This Scripture states that the angels in heaven learn the manifold wisdom of God through 
seeing what God has accomplished in the church. 
 
Paul previously expressed his deep feeling of indebtedness to divine grace that God had given to him 
and the other apostles and prophets the blessed privilege of revealing his previously concealed mystery, 
namely that the Gentiles could be fellow-heirs of the promises of Christ through the gospel. He was 
blessed with the grace of preaching to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, bringing to light to 
all men that mystery which God had kept secret since the world began. But now at the end of the ages, 
God revealed his mystery. 
 
The “principalities and powers in heavenly places” are the various orders of angels in heaven. The 
angels see what God accomplished in the church and see through the church the manifold wisdom of 
God. The point is not that the church preaches the manifold wisdom of God when it preaches the gospel, 
although this is a true statement; rather, the church manifests the wisdom of God in the same manner as 
a beautiful painting manifests the skills of a painter, a bridge displays the skills of an architect, and a 
beautiful song displays the skills of its lyrist and musicians. When the angels see what God has 
accomplished in the church, they see the manifold wisdom of God that was concealed throughout the 
ages during which his divine plan was coming to fruition. Henry Alford quoted Stier as saying that to the 
angels, the church is “the fact of the great spiritual body, constituted in Christ, which they contemplate, 
and which is to them the theatron tes doxas tou Theou” (theater of the glory of God, mw) (The Greek 
Testament: Ephesians III:106). H.A.W. Meyer said, “To the angels, in accordance with their ministering 
interest in the work of redemption (Matt. xviii.10; Luke xv.7, 10; 1 Cor. xi.10; Heb. i.14; 1 Pet. i.12), the 
church of the redeemed is therefore, as it were, the mirror, by means of which the wisdom of God 
exhibits itself to them” (Meyer’s Commentary on the New Testament: Ephesians 416). 
 
That the angels witness what occurs on earth is confirmed in other Scriptures (1 Pet. 1:12; 1 Cor. 4:9; 
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Heb. 12:22). This passages says that their own knowledge of God’s divine wisdom is enhanced by what 
they see in the church. 
 
Here are some things that angels saw that impressed them with God’s divine wisdom. 
 
They saw how God saves men. How could God save sinful men without losing his divine justice? 
The angels witnessed a truly remarkable scene when they saw God the Son leave heaven and take upon 
himself a physical body in the incarnation. They witnessed his sinless life, despite the most assiduous 
assaults of Satan (Heb. 4:15). At the end of his life, this sinless man was crucified on the cross of 
Calvary, shedding his blood in atonement for sin. The just debt of sin was paid by the blood of God the 
Son. W.A. Criswell observed, “At the same time He pays the penalty for our sin thus upholding the 
righteous judgments of God and yet showing mercy, dying in love for our fallen souls. How the angels, 
looking upon that, must have been astonished! What we lost in Eden in the sin of the first Adam, we 
have gained and more besides in the second Adam, Christ. . . . Satan is stung by his own venom. Goliath 
is slain by his own sword. Death is destroyed by its own captive. As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. As by one man, Adam, sin came into this world, and death by sin, so by one 
man, the God-man Christ Jesus, is sin destroyed, and life and immortality brought to life” (Ephesians: 
An Exposition 120). 

They saw what God can do with sin defiled men. Every one of us was marred by sin (Rom. 3:23) 
and worthy of eternal damnation (Rom. 6:23). If one asked any member of the church, he would confess 
that his sinful conduct made him unworthy of eternal life or unfit to be used in God’s service. H.C.G. 
Moule commented on what the angels see in us: “They see in us indeed all our weakness, and all our sin. 
But they see a nature which, wrecked by itself, was yet made in the image of their God and ours. And 
they see this God at work upon that wreck to produce results not only wonderful in themselves but 
doubly wonderful because of the conditions” (Ephesian Studies 118). Think of what change was 
wrought in sinful men. Angels saw fornicators, adulterers, effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards and revilers changed into saints (1 Cor. 6:9-11). They saw the “chiefest of sinners” turned into 
an apostle (1 Tim. 1:13-16). 

They saw Jew and Gentile reconciled to God in one body. Paul had declared that God 
“might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby” (Eph. 2:16). S.D.F. Salmond observed, “The Church, therefore, that is, as is evidently meant 
here, the whole body of believes in the unity in which Jew and Gentile are now made one, is the means 
by which the Divine wisdom is to be made known and Paul’s commission in that respect made 
good” (The Expositor’s Greek Testament: Ephesians 309). The wall of alienation that had separated Jew 
and Gentile was broken down so that God could redeem all men in one church. 

They saw the manifold wisdom of God in other facets of the church. S.T. Bloomfield 
observes that God’s manifold wisdom being made known through the church includes “the founding, 
propagating, and governing of the Church” (The Greek Testament II:271). 
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The founding of the church is an event worthy of a complete study. The Old Testament prophets foretold 
when the church would be established (Dan. 2:44, in the days of the fourth world kingdom [the 
Roman]), where it would be established (Isa. 2:1-4, Jerusalem), and by whom it would be established 
(the Messiah). When the gospel of Mark opens, it announces that the “time is fulfilled and the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Mark 1:16-17). Jesus announced that the kingdom is the church (Matt. 16:18-19) 
and that it would be established within the lifetime of those who heard him speak (Mark 9:1). The 
kingdom would come with power, which power would come when the Holy Spirit fell on the apostles 
(Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8). All of these things occurred on the day of Pentecost following the resurrection of 
Christ. The Holy Spirit came upon the apostles and they spoke with new tongues (“as the Holy Spirit 
gave them utterance”). A sound like the rushing of a mighty wind drew together a massive crowd (Acts 
2:1-4). Peter preached that these events were the fulfillment of divine prophecy (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16-
21) and proceeded to tell the audience how they could be saved by “calling on the name of the 
Lord” (Acts 2:21).Three thousand responded to the gospel that day and were added to the church (Acts 
2:47). The angels in heaven, like mortal men on earth, must have been amazed at the manifold wisdom 
of God when the church was established. 
 
The propagating of the faith was also a display of the manifold wisdom of God. Jesus chose twelve men 
to take the gospel into all of the world. These men were without the formal training that rabbis generally 
received (Acts 4:13). Yet, Christ sent them into all the world to preach the gospel, working with them 
through signs and wonders (Mark 16:15-20). The number of the disciples began with 3000 on Pentecost, 
grew to 5000 in a short time (Acts 4:4), and was soon so large it was only described as 
“multitudes” (Acts 5:14). A persecution broke out against the disciples at the death of Stephen that drove 
out of Jerusalem all of the disciples except the apostles (Acts 8:4). In the providence of God, this 
persecution contributed to the spread of the gospel throughout the world, for they “went every where 
preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). The angels in heaven, like mortal men on earth, must have been amazed 
at the manifold wisdom of God when they saw how the gospel was spread to all nations of the world 
within one short lifetime. 
 
The governing of the church was also a display of the manifold wisdom of God. Each local church was 
organized independently of all others (Acts 14:23; 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-3). Local churches were overseen by 
a plurality of elders (Phil. 1:1) whose qualifications were revealed by the Holy Spirit (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 
1:5-9). Special servants of the church, known as deacons, were appointed to do special works (Acts 6:1-
7; Phil. 1:1) and their qualifications were also revealed by God (1 Tim. 3:8-13). The simplicity of the 
divine government of the church prevented wholesale apostasy. The apostasy of one local church does 
not destroy other local churches by necessity, as would be the case if there were inter-congregational 
government. The angels in heaven, like mortal men on earth, must have been amazed at the manifold 
wisdom of God in how he governed the local churches. 
 
I suggest that the manifold wisdom of God is also seen in others aspects of the church, including its 
worship, its moral purity, its universality, its consummation, etc. Like a diamond that is turned in the 
light so that each facet can glisten, the various things about the church reflect the multi-faceted wisdom 
of God. If the angels praise divine wisdom and glorify him when they see the church, how much more 
such mortal man! 
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Conclusion 
How sad is the circumstance that some gospel preachers have reached the conclusion that preaching the 
church is somehow “preaching ourselves” and emphasizing the identifying marks of the divinely 
revealed church is preaching “sectarianism” and somehow denigrating to Christ! Paul said that when the 
angels behold what God has done through the church they see the manifold wisdom of God, but some 
among us say that preaching what God has done in the church somehow detracts from the glory of God. 
How can one explain this significant difference of opinion about the church? 
 
When men outgrow preaching about the divinely revealed church, they have moved away from 
preaching the whole counsel of God simply because the church is a part of the divine purpose in Christ 
Jesus (Eph. 3:11). May we ever appreciate the importance of the church which was planned in the mind 
of God as a part of his eternal purpose, built by the Lord Jesus Christ, established on Pentecost, and will 
be delivered up to the Father at the Lord Jesus’ second coming (1 Cor. 15:24). It is a glorious church, 
having been sanctified and cleansed by the washing of water by the word so that it might be without a 
spot or wrinkle, but that it might be holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:26-27). Who can refrain from 
telling others about what God has done in and for his church, which is “the fulness of him that filleth all 
in all” (Eph. 1:23).  
 

From Watchman Magazine 

 
By Mike Willis 

From Expository Files 7.1; January 2000 
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.

 

 The Certain Majesty of God

Psalm 93 

 
We must never doubt the Lord's strength, nor should we lack confidence in His wisdom or purpose. 
There is a hymn which proclaims "Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. Oh, what a foretaste of glory 
divine!" Those who live by faith possess assurance.  
 
Sometimes, the world tries to make us lose sight of our reason for gladness. Through ordeals that we 
must face because we live in a fallen world, it may be that we sometimes allow our hope to grow dim. 
When we face persecution. When we suffer loss. When our health fails. When sin in the world seems so 
strong and God's truth is maligned. It is times like these that we especially need to remember Who it is 
that has declared "I will not forsake you, nor will I ever desert you," so that we may confidently declare 
to the world, "The Lord is my helper, I shall not be afraid." (Hebrews 13:5,6).  
 
The Text 
"The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; 
The Lord has clothed and girded Himself with strength; 
Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved. 
Thy throne is established from of old; 
Thou art from everlasting. 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods have lifted up their pounding waves. 
More than the sounds of many waters, 
Than the mighty breakers of the sea, 
The LORD on high is mighty. 
Thy testimonies are fully confirmed; 
Holiness befits Thy house, O LORD, forever more. 
(Psalm 93). 
 
 
The Lord's Reign  
"The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty... Thy throne is established from of old..." (Psalm 
93:1a;2a).  
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When did the Lord's reign begin? In one sense, it had no beginning, but is as eternal as He is. In the New 
Testament we read, "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever." (Hebrews 1:8). The LORD God reigns 
supreme in His universe. There is no power above Him. He is the source of all authority and dominion. 
Even in the darkest of times, the Lord has not abdicated His throne; He still sits upon it, observes, and 
takes action as he determines according to the intention of His will. For example, the book of Revelation 
was written during a time of extreme persecution against the church. God's people were suffering much, 
and perhaps were wondering why God did not act. The very first scene in this great apocalyptic vision is 
that of God still on His throne allowing mankind time to repent before intervening. John writes that he 
saw "A throne standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. And He who was sitting was like jasper 
stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in 
appearance." (Revelation 4:2,3).  
 
Never cease to doubt God's eternal rule in His universe, no matter how dark the hour; nor never cease to 
allow Him to rule in your heart. He cannot be removed from His heavenly throne, but He will not rule 
from the throne of your heart without your yielding it to Him.  
 
The Lord's Strength 
"The LORD has clothed and girded Himself with strength... The LORD on high is mighty." (Psalm 
93:1b;4b).  
 
Paul wrote, "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me." (Philippians 4:13). We must believe 
that God is powerful and have confidence that He is able to do all that is necessary to see us safely 
home.  
 
There was once a man who made a request of Jesus, His request showed at least two things; it showed 
that he had faith while at the same time it showed that his faith was not all that it could and should have 
been. It was a request made by a father for his son who was severely afflicted. The father asked, "But if 
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us!" to which Jesus replied, "'If you can!' All things are 
possible to him who believes." The father responded, "I do believe, help my unbelief!" (Mark 9:22-24).  
 
With God, it is not a matter of "can He?" though it is sometimes a matter of His divine plan, will and 
purpose. Concerning our salvation, God is able. John once told the multitudes that if it were according to 
His purpose, "God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham." (Matthew 3:9). He is able 
to always provide a way of escape from temptation. He is able to guard that which we commit to Him 
until that day. He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. He is able to do exceedingly 
beyond all we ask for or think (1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 2:18; Ephesians 3:20).  
 
The Lord's Purpose  
"Indeed the world is firmly established, it will not be moved." (Psalm 93:1c).  
 
You get the feeling it was a "done deal" from the beginning when you read the Bible. It was. From the 
first announcement of what would become known as the plan of redemption in the garden of Eden 
following the fall to its fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth, it was predestined. Nothing could alter or 
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change it, though Satan tried. He tried to mislead the people of the promise, and though all too 
successful, he could not derail the plan. He tried to destroy them during Esther's day, but failed. The 
Messiah would be brought forth from the Hebrew nation. God's promises do not fail.  
 
The church of Christ exists today because God's purpose cannot be thwarted by any power, mans' or 
angelic. The world has been firmly set; it would allow for redemption to take place, and its history 
records that God's plan for human redemption was fulfilled by Jesus on the cross "in order that the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church... this was in accordance with 
the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Ephesians 3:10,11; cf. 2 Timothy 
1:9).  
 
The Lord's Timelessness 
"Thou art from everlasting." (Psalm 93:2b).  
 
God is eternal. He has no beginning or end. He is the first cause. There would be nothing if not for the 
fact of God's existence and purpose.  
 
God greatly desires all to be saved, and patiently and mercifully grants men time to repent. By man's 
reckoning, God has granted us a long time; almost two thousand years since His Son promised to return. 
Why do believers still believe the promise after all this time?  
 
Because God is eternal. It has not been either a long time or a short time to Him. He is timeless. "With 
the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow about His 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:8,9).  
 
The Lord's Testimonies 
"Thy testimonies are fully confirmed" (Psalm 93:5a).  
 
When the Lord says a thing, you can believe it completely. This is yet another reason for the Christian's 
confidence even when the days are evil. As James pointed out, "Behold, we count as blessed those who 
endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that 
the Lord is full of compassion and merciful." (James 5:11).  
 
Like Job, we hold fast our integrity. We await the day of our vindication and redemption. We do not 
doubt that the final outcome of the Lord's dealings with us will be abundant blessing. We do not waver 
"for He who promised is faithful." (Hebrews 10:23). The hope we have is an anchor for our souls, sure 
and steadfast (Hebrews 6:19).  
 
The Lord's House 
"Holiness befits Thy house, O LORD, forevermore." (Psalm 93:5b).  
 
We are God's household. We are His temple. Our hearts provide Him a throne from which He rules our 
lives and gives us peace which passes understanding.  
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Holy and righteous conduct is the only proper standard of behavior for the Christian in every 
circumstance, for we are God's dwelling place (1 Corinthians 6:15-20).  
 
It is a great realization to know of God's presence in our lives. We need such confidence as this brings. 
We need to be able to face life head on without anxiety or rage or despair. In Christ we "are being built 
together into a dwelling place of God" (Ephesians 2:22). The Carpenter from Nazareth is still at work! 

 By Jon W. Quinn  
From Expository Files 4.11; November 1997 
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Grieving the Holy Spirit of God

Ephesians 4:29-32 

 
 
(Eph 4:29-32 NASB) Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear. And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. And 
be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 
 
Did you catch that? You can actually "grieve the Holy Spirit of God." What, exactly, is Paul, while 
being led by the Holy Spirit of God, talking about?

First of all, look at what the Holy spirit of God has done for us. He has "sealed" us "for the day of 
redemption." To understand more about what this means to us, consider 2 Corinthians 1:21-22. "Now He 
who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit 
in our hearts as a pledge."

The word that is translated "sealed" literally means, "to seal up, to close and make fast with a seal, or 
signet (as with books and letters, etc.) that they not be read. It is also used as setting a mark on anything, 
or a seal, to denote that it is genuine, authentic, or approved." It is this latter definition that more closely 
applies. 

Consider Revelation 7:3, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the bond-
servants of our God on their foreheads."

The Holy Spirit of God has sealed us for the day of redemption. Therefore, we certainly do not want to 
grieve Him. Paul is instructing us not to grieve the Holy Spirit. But this we obey.....not out of fear, but 
love.

So, we must ask, "How can I be guilty of grieving the Holy Spirit of God?" The answer is in the passage 
noted above. "Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 
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edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear." And, "Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. And 
be kind to one another,  
tender-hearted, forgiving each other..." Too many times this seems impossible. I can't control my 
feelings, or reactions, after I have been wronged. Or can I?  
 
The Definition of Anger 
 
In Ephesians 4:30-32 the Bible states, "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 
away from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, 
just as God in Christ also has forgiven you."

Paul tells us not to "grieve the Holy Spirit" through anger. The word grieve means "to pain, to hurt, to 
cause sorrow". When the Christian allows anger and bitterness to infect his life, God is hurt. The 
indwelling Holy Spirit is affected by the attitude of the Christian. 

In the statement found in Ephesians 4:30-32, we have five words that embrace the concept of anger. Paul 
gave us several definitions or expressions of the attitude that hurts God, the Holy Spirit. 

The first word that he used is bitterness. The Greek word is "piknia," which means resentfulness or 
harshness. The attitude of bitterness attitude defeats many people. Resentfulness only affects the one 
who carries the resentment. It always results in unhappiness. The resentful heart is the unhappy heart. 
The second word used by Paul in this context is "wrath." The Greek word is "thumos," and it brings to 
mind a sudden burst of anger. This is the type of anger that just as quickly subsides. The third Greek 
word used by the apostle Paul is "anger." The Greek word is "arge," This word describes "anger that 
continually boils and has its end in revenge." 

Next Paul used the word "clamor." "Krauge," the Greek word, indicates an expression used by Paul in 
this context as speaking evil. 

The Greek word "blasphemica" refers to slanderous speech ("slander") that has as its purpose personal 
injury. All of these Greek words ----- piknia, thumos, arge, and krauge ----- are expressions of one's 
attitude. We can call it one's anger attitude.  
 
The Cure for the Anger Attitude 
 
Paul tells us the cure for the anger attitude, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven 
you. 

One might ask, "How is that possible? If I have been hurt, or wronged, I can't control how I feel." But, 
that is obviously false. God never requires of us what we cannot fulfill. Many times we make excuses 
for not obeying God by saying we "can't" do what He requires. You can, and you must.
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Some might ask, "Can you forgive the unrepentant?" (Consider Jesus' and Stephen's last requests before 
they died.) see Acts 7:60; Luke 23:34

Bitterness, wrath, clamor, anger, and slander defeats the Christian. They may be brought on by events, 
but our attitude will determine whether or not we remain defeated. Those who allow themselves to live 
with these attitude weaknesses will die that way. Those whose lives are filled with resentments will live 
lives where joy is absent and Satan is able to keep his foot on the necks of those persons. 

When we replace the anger attitude with forgiveness, we are saving our bodies from ulcers, heart 
attacks, colitis, toxic goiters, high blood pressure, and numerous other diseases. Anger leads to despair 
as well as physical destruction. Anger not only puts us into a state of depression and shortens our lives, 
but it can also cost us our eternal salvation. Can you think of any good reason to cling to our anger 
attitude as many do? 

What does Paul say that we should do with these same attitudes in Colossians 3:8? "But now you also, 
put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth." The anger 
attitude, said Paul, is like old clothes that must be thrown into the garbage dump and burned. 

If we live by anger, we pay a heavy price in the spiritual realm. As previously stated, anger grieves the 
Holy Spirit. Any time that we grieve the Spirit, our lives are outside the will of God; thus, no good can 
come from that relationship.

Anger entices us to sin, and it has the power to continue to lead us into more sin. When anger rules our 
hearts, there is no end to the spiritual chaos that can come into our lives. 
 
The Deliverance from Anger 
 
(Eph 4:32 NASB) And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ 
also has forgiven you. This is the "road map" that Paul gives us, that will deliver us from anger. The key 
to deliverance from anger comes with the knowledge that God has forgiven us of all our sins, and he 
gives us the strength to forgive those who have wronged us.

We are keenly aware of personal insults and injury. Every time we are insulted or persecuted, we should 
view the experience in two ways. First, we should see the experience as a means to grow in God's grace 
(James 1). How can we grow in love and forgiveness if our lives are not put to the test? Secondly, we 
should view each experience as an opportunity. An opportunity to prove to ourselves, God, and every 
onlooker what we are. Are we truly followers of Christ; wanting to please Him because we love Him? 
Or are we merely following Him for "the loaves and the fishes?" (see John 6:26) 
 
What is your attitude? Are you angry, bitter, resentful? If you are, then we both know that you are 
defeated and having a difficult time in life. How tragic it is that we justify our anger by calling it 
righteous indignation. Ninety-nine percent of the time, righteous indignation is nothing more than sinful 
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anger. Anger will only make us sick in every area of our lives. We must confess our anger to God, 
repent of this sin, and ask God to forgive us. We should also ask Him to help us overcome this fault and 
to put in its place the attitude of forgiveness. This is the only way to live healthfully, successfully, and 
righteously. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Dr. William Sadler, in his book The Practice of Psychiatry, has made the following observation: 
 
No one can appreciate so fully as a doctor the amazingly large percentage of human disease and 
suffering which is directly traceable to worry, fear, conflict . . . unwholesome thinking, and unclean 
living. The SINCERE acceptance of the principles and teachings of Christ with respect to the life of 
mental peace and joy, the life of unselfish thought and clean living, would, at once, wipe out more than 
half the difficulties, diseases, and sorrows of the  human race. In other words, more than one half of the 
prophylactic power of actually giving up the personal and practical spirit of the real teachings of Jesus. 
The teachings of Jesus applied to our modern civilization ----- understandably applied, not merely 
nominally accepted ----- would so purify, uplift, and vitalize as that the race would immediately stand 
out as a new order of beings, possessing superior mental power and increased moral force. Irrespective 
of the future reward of living, laying aside all discussions of future life, it would pay any man or woman 
to live the Christ-life just for the mental and moral rewards it affords here in this present world. Some 
day man may awake to the fact that the teachings of Christ are potent and powerful in preventing and 
curing disease. Some day our boasted improvement may indeed catch up with the teachings of this man 
of Galilee. 
 
It is amazing that, in our day, many in the scientific community are accepting the full teachings of Jesus 
Christ and holy Scripture. May we each have the same foresight. The way of victorious living is before 
us. We can win the battle over Satan with God's help. But we must have the right attitude ----- the 
attitude of forgiveness----life will be an adventure in peaceful and joyful living. Let the Word of God 
open our minds to the attitude of forgiveness.

Ephesians 4:25-32, Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH, EACH ONE of you, WITH HIS 
NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another. BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the 
sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity. Let him who steals steal no longer; 
but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have 
something to share with him who has need. Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but 
only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace 
to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice. And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ 
also has forgiven you.

By David Beck  
From Expository Files 4.7; July 1997 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-ephesians-4-29-32.htm (4 of 5)9/11/2007 11:18:29 AM



Ephesians 4:29-32 - Grieving the Holy Spirit of God 

 

 

http://www.bible.ca/

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-ephesians-4-29-32.htm (5 of 5)9/11/2007 11:18:29 AM

http://www.bible.ca/ef/ef.map
http://www.bible.ca/


1 Thessalonians 5:24 - God's Absolute Faithfulness 

.

 

God's Absolute Faithfulness

1 Thessalonians 5:24 

 
"Faithful is he who calleth you, who will also do it."  
 
In these wonderfully reassuring words, the Lord prompts Christians to a similar constancy. There can be 
no more inspiring example of such than that of the Lord. In the immediate context the apostle also was 
saying that his petition of verse 23 was not fruitless. Observe that the gospel call is God's way of 
guaranteeing us that He will not abandon us or disregard His great purpose of redemption. He has not 
sent His Son to die for us and later called us by the gospel to follow Christ, only to forget His purpose. 
God's absolute faithfulness was used by the Holy Spirit to motivate diligence in the task addressed in 
this section (Christian constancy, 5:14 24); we can do no better today than to fix our minds on the 
goodness of God continuing to act on our behalf.  
 
Certifies effectiveness of prayer  
The prayer of Paul was for the saints being completely sanctified and preserved blameless to the coming 
of the Lord. The immediate context clearly shows that such work on God's part is conditioned on the 
Christian's constancy. He must pursue that which is good, be joyous in life, continue in praying, yearn 
for God's Spirit-given utterances, and reject all evil. In such a response, he yields to the purifying 
influences of the gospel. The combined thought of God's work and our response stresses that God 
preserves as we persevere. The necessary implication is that sanctification is a growth, not a gift, and it 
depends on our desire to grow.  
 
Based on the call of God in the gospel  
The only call that God issues today is that of the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). Why would the God of 
our salvation, who spared not His own Son, grow weary in the great work of salvation? The call of the 
gospel involves God's promise to accept us in Christ, to forgive us, and to sustain us spiritually. The 
spiritual growth involved in God's sanctification and preservation demands our constancy. He will be 
sure to maintain His role in this great work. We can depend on His promise, for He is not loose with His 
words (2 Peter 3 :9).  
 
Justifies our confidence  
While Paul's purpose in verse 24 was to help the Thessalonians to trust God to sanctify and preserve 
them, the rest of the Bible recounts God's trustworthiness in this regard. He did not fail to remember His 
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people in the deliverance from Egypt. He did not forget the remnant in Babylonian captivity. In the 
coming of the Christ, all of the Messianic promises of the Old Testament were kept. Whenever God has 
made an unconditional  
promise, He has always carried it out. His conditional promises have also been kept, depending on the 
meeting of His conditions. It is clear that God's promises do not delude. The reason for the dependability 
of God's promises is His own nature and character. "Faithful is the saying: For if we died with him, we 
shall also live with him; if we endure, we shall also reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; 
if we are faith less, he abideth faithful; for he cannot deny himself" (2 Timothy 2:11-13).  
 
Elicits favorable response  
What understandings of God does this assurance evoke in your mind? What emotion-laden response 
does it elicit in your life? Surely there are some desirable ones that the Lord had in mind in giving such 
certitude to His children.  
 
Trust.  
Because God can be relied upon to perform what He promises and to complete the work He began in 
calling us to salvation, we have a firm foundation for our faith. He will not leave us or forsake us 
(Hebrews 13:5). 

Adoration.  
Do we not highly respect and honor those of earth who are eminently trustworthy? We willingly entrust 
to them our possessions, our children, and our minds. The One with whom we have to do in heaven far 
surpasses earth's most honest and honorable citizen. The praise of our souls must find expression, for 
none is so worthy as He (Revelation 5:1-14). 

Fidelity.  
Christ's faithfulness to our lost cause out of sheer love certainly calls for the loving devotion of sincere 
hearts. His fidelity to us has never been in doubt. Even before the foundation of the world He 
volunteered to place Himself in the gap created by sin. Such fidelity as His has never been witnessed. 
"Lo, I have come to do Thy will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7). God's absolute faithfulness to us prepares our 
hearts for the same kind of faithful service to Him. Though our fidelity differs in degree, we have His 
model to remind us of our failings and to draw us back to the constancy pictured in this great section of 
the New Testament. 

(Scanned from Christianity Magazine, Aug. 1994) 

By Bobby L. Graham    
From Expository Files 4.3; March 1997 
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The Wrath of God

Romans 1:18

 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1:18). 
 
In all the intricacies and difficulties of Romans we are probably the most comfortable with chapter one. 
Its material represents the beginning of Paul's elaborate arguments to show that all people are sinners. 
Unfortunately, in the discussion of the terrible sins listed in chapter one a key thought of this text can be 
lost: God's wrath. It is this thought that leads and introduces the entire section, yet rarely do we hear an 
explanation of God's wrath, how it works, and why it is "being revealed against all unrighteousness of 
men." This article proposes to examine this crucial subject, that we might have a fresh appreciation and 
understanding of a neglected aspect of God's character. 
 
God's wrath is not anger out of control. An angry God bothers some so much that they take ever tack 
possible to remove the obvious meaning of the text. One scholar argued that Paul did not mean to 
indicate a personal reaction on God's part but the reaction of a "moral universe." All such attempts seem 
grounded in the idea that anger is inherently wrong and sinful, and so a lot of anger (a fairly common 
definition of wrath) would really be wrong and sinful. The Bible teaches otherwise. "Be angry, and do 
not sin; do not let the sun go down on your wrath" (Ephesians 4:26). Anger is not always irrational. 
Jesus was angered at hard hearts (Mk. 3:5; Jn. 2:15-16). What feeling should such callousness as the 
Pharisees exhibited evoked in our Lord? To see sin ruining lives, both now and in eternity, and not be 
angry at the devil and foolish people who allow themselves to be taken by him is unthinkable. 
Righteousness loves light, and hates darkness (John 3:20). Thus, every expression of darkness must be 
met with righteous indignation or anger. 
 
However, there is an enormous amount of difference in human anger and divine wrath. In a time when 
child abuse is widely reported it is important that our  Heavenly Father not be portrayed as some sort of 
raging tyrant, mindlessly and wildly hurting His children. This portrait of God is painted when people 
decide God's wrath is like man's wrath. "God gets angry like we get angry," our humans mind can think, 
"only His anger is bigger and more powerful." In reality, most human anger is not righteous anger, and 
so James affirm: "So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath, for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God" (James 1:19-20). We get angry 
because our egos have been slighted, and because we did not get our way. Further, human anger usually 
expresses itself in ways that are hurtful to others around us. God's anger in no way resembles our (sinful) 
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anger. God is not angry because He has some gigantic ego that we have failed to gratify. His righteous 
anger is directed at evil people who refuse to be what He made them to be and thus hurt themselves. He 
is angry at the senselessness of men and women who send themselves to hell because they will not heed 
His word. Additionally, as we shall see, Paul develops the critical point that even the expression of 
God's wrath is not designed to hurt sinful man but bring him to his senses that he will return to his maker 
and be saved. 
 
God's wrath is not incompatible with the preaching of the Gospel. Contextually, this is an interesting 
place for Paul to bring up God's wrath. He has just hit the high point of chapter one in his wonderful 
expression that the Gospel is "the power of God for salvation to every one . . . for in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed . . . . (vv. 16-17). How can Paul inject the dark notes of God's justice into the 
delightful melody of salvation? The answer is that Paul does not see the wrath of God as being 
incompatible with the Gospel's message. While many people wish to separate grace from judgment, 
Calvary from hell, love from wrath Paul shows us that it cannot be done. Yes, the Gospel is good news 
but it is only good news for those who receive it. For those that disregard its saving power the Gospel 
reveals the wrath and judgment of God directed toward all sin. The Gospel also reveals sinful attitudes 
and behaviors, as Paul will go on to list very specifically (vv. 21-32). 
 
It is interesting that in our day "fire and brimstone" preaching is considered dreadfully old-fashioned and 
out of date. While Puritan preachers were renowned for sermons that suspended the audience over the 
very fires of hell some preaching today seems to disdain to even mention eternal condemnation. In truth, 
many of those Puritan preachers may have over-emphasized judgment and condemnation, and may have 
been guilty of just giving the audience a good scare for the entertainment value such terrifying sermons 
packed. Realizing this as an extreme surely we can see the mistake of going to the other extreme and 
deciding never to speak of God's righteous wrath, the day of judgment, or the plain truth that not 
everyone will go to heaven. Jesus was remarkably unafraid to discuss hell in explicit detail. Shall his 
followers be reluctant to tell the truth as Jesus did? Yes, talking about hell is a frightful thing, and 
thinking about going there is not enough to make the hair bristle on the back of your neck. So it ought to 
be! God's wrath is not to be trifled with, people will account for their deeds some day, and some folks 
(yes, many folks) will be lost. Something is going to happen to everyone's soul and we need to carefully 
contemplate the two possible choices that we would make the right choice. Let our pulpits and Bible 
classes and private meditation be full of thoughts of heaven and joy, but also be balanced with thoughts 
that it is indeed a "fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31). 
 
God's wrath is being currently expressed. Usually our thoughts about the wrath of God track along as 
expressed above, i.e. God's wrath is expressed in final judgment. Yet this is not what Paul says. Verse 18 
clearly states that God's wrath "is revealed" (present tense), not God's wrath "will be revealed" (future 
tense). What does this mean? How is God's wrath being expressed even now? 
 
The answer is found in the phrase "God gave them over," used three times in the passages from 21-32. 
We are told that God gave them (sinful Gentiles who refused to acknowledge Him as God) over to the 
lusts of their hearts (v. 24), degrading passions (v. 26), and to a depraved mind (v.28). This expression 
"gave them over" is a technical term that referred to what one did with a convicted criminal: he or she is 
given over to be punished. So Paul tells us that sinners are being punished right now by God "giving 
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them over." God's wrath is expressed presently by this decision of God's to "give them over." 
 
Further examination of the text shows this to be true. The crime these are guilty of is rejecting the 
knowledge of God (v. 21) and the punishment is God giving them over to do as they wish to do. When 
people turn away from God He will not force them to come back and serve Him (though He has the 
power to do so). No, instead God releases people to do as they want. God gives them over to the evil 
desires in their hearts (v. 24), to do things that not even animals would do and which only debase 
humanity (v. 26), and to minds so infected with sin that they will rationalize every kind of iniquity (v. 
32). 
 
In some ways this may seem like a punishment that anyone would enjoy. Most children would love to be 
told "Since you were naughty I'm going to allow you to do whatever you want to do." But what would 
the end result of such a punishment be? Would it teach the child self-control, discipline and endurance 
so necessary to be productive and useful in life? Or would the child ultimately end up a mess of 
uncivilized passions, completely dominated by selfishness? So the listing of sins concludes: "who, 
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not 
only do the same but also approve of those who practice them" (verse 32). Man decides that he does not 
want to know about God or serve Him, so God will allow men and women to do as they please, push 
God far from their thoughts and live exactly as they want to. The end result is that humanity is in a sorry 
state, miserable beyond words, and totally trapped in its own evil deeds. 
 
Surely God's wrath could be expressed in a different form. He could, for example, strike everyone dead 
who did the terrible sins Paul lists in our text. But that would not work to bring people to repentance. We 
should remember how the Prodigal Son's father allowed the boy to live in the pig pen knowing that only 
if he learned the misery of sin could he truly come home. In the same way, God "gives people over" to 
the horrors of sin in hope that they will see their sad condition and repent. Understanding this we realize 
that God's giving people up to such a life is an expression of His wrath, but also shows His current 
ongoing concern and love for their souls. 
 
The key to all of this is the vantage point of faith. Only when we have faith in the Gospel can we see the 
futility of this life. Only when we believe in God's wrath and judgment can we see that men and women 
are presently experiencing that wrath in the lifestyle God is allowing them to live. Only when we trust 
God's merciful love can we see that He is trying to bring them to repentance by causing them to know 
the vanity of sin. 
 
God's wrath is not a pleasant topic of discussion. It ought to thoroughly frighten us to contemplate being 
on the receiving end of the wrath of the Almighty. But whether we want to think about it, enjoying 
thinking about it, or care to think about it is not the issue. God's wrath is part of His character and we do 
well to understand it and live righteously because of it. The words of Romans 1:18 will not fail. God's 
wrath is revealed will your manner of life cause you to receive it?

By Mark Roberts 
From Expository Files 2.5; May, 1995
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.

 

Our God is: Aware, Able and Available

Isaiah 40:27-31

 

"Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel: 'My way is hidden from the Lord, and my just claim is 
passed over by my God?' 
 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, neither faints nor is weary. There is no searching of His understanding. He gives power to the 
weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly fall. But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength: they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint."

######## 
 
The 40th chapter of Isaiah begins a section of the book that deals primarily with preparing the people of 
Judah for their Captivity in Babylon. Back in chapter 39, and verse 6, the prophet said to King Hezekiah: 
"Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated 
until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left, says the Lord." 
 
Under the impact of this crushing prophecy of doom, those Jews who were still trying to serve the Lord 
needed encouragement, comfort and assurance. The faithful remnant needed hope, not only when the 
prophecy was given, in the days of Hezekiah, but also, those who actually endured the calamities of the 
Captivity; they would need the teaching of these chapters in Isaiah, that they might be consoled by the 
promises of God. In the dark moments of despair in Babylon; when met by disappointments and face to 
face with temptations -- the faithful remnant would need the hope and comfort these chapters afforded. 
Thus it is often observed that the second part of the book of Isaiah begins here in chapter 40, and it was 
intended to give this assurance to the faithful, in view of the approach of 70 years of captivity in 
Babylon. 
 
In these verses - Isa. 40:27-31 - the man of God teaches some of the great truths about God; truths that 
would bring healing to the wounded souls of those who would endure the distress and sorrow of 
Captivity. I believe this passage is full of practical truth the faithful people of God can depend upon, 
under any circumstance of suffering, loss and grief. 
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The text tells us THREE FUNDAMENTAL THINGS ABOUT THE GOD WITH WHOM WE DEAL: 
 
1] GOD IS AWARE! To a people tempted to be impatient, forgetful and of little faith Isaiah said: 
WHY DO YOU SAY, "My way is hidden from the Lord, and my just claim is passed over by my God?" 
Why do you think that way? Why make such a reckless charge? 
 
"Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, neither faints nor is weary. There is no searching of His understanding." 
 
God is aware! He is aware of that which befalls His people from day to day. We may be surrounded by 
all manner of unsympathizing hostility. And we may find ourselves tempted to indulge the fretful, 
distrustful spirit. We may be apt to think, "God has forgotten me ... He has passed me by!" 
 
But whatever our inadequate emotions and reactions may tell us, GOD IS THERE, AND AWARE. "The 
Lord knows the way of the righteous," (Psa. 1:6). 
 
 
As those Jews went through the dark moments of their Captivity in Babylon and when we go through 
our times of turmoil, pain and frustration, WE NEED TO HAVE OUR REMEMBRANCE MOVED 
AND OUR CONSCIENCE PRICKED. Our way is not hidden from the Lord! 
 
God is aware. 
 
 
2] GOD IS ABLE. "Have you not known? Have you not heard?" Isaiah inquires of us. "THE 
EVERLASTING GOD, THE LORD, THE CREATOR OF THE ENDS OF THE EARTH, NEITHER 
FAINTS NOR IS WEARY. THERE IS NO SEARCHING OF HIS UNDERSTANDING!" 
 
One manifestation of the frailty of man is the futile, humanistic practice OF PROJECTING UPON GOD 
the weariness and weakness common to us. We get tired and want to quit, so we figure God gets tired 
and wants to quit. WE FIGURE WRONG! 
 
Jehovah neither faints, nor is weary! There is a vastness about the reach and depth of His power that's 
overwhelming. It is simply unthinkable, with reference to  
Him, that he should "faint or grow weary," especially in regard to covenant promises! 
 
Nor, for that matter, is there lack of insight with regard to the issues that confront Him; for "His insight 
is unfathomable." "THERE IS NO SEARCHING OF HIS  
UNDERSTANDING." 
 
Not only does He not lack strength! HE SUPPLIES IT. "He gives power to the weak, and to those who 
have no might He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall." 
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Even young people get tired and faint; some may even "utterly fall." But the Creator, "neither faints, nor 
is weary." 
 
GOD IS AWARE; GOD IS ABLE. 
 
 
3] GOD IS AVAILABLE. He is available, to renew the strength of "those who wait" on Him. 
 
In faraway Babylon, there came the news of Cyrus' decree, that the Jews were free to return home. At 
this news those who had been waiting for Jehovah would soar to heights of joy, as they anticipated a 
happy homecoming. A rush of preparation for the journey would follow. But, before arriving home, 
there would be a long trip from Babylon to Jerusalem. YET, with trust in their God, they would mount 
up with wings like eagles, run and not be weary; walk, and not faint. 
 
So shall it ever be. When first converted to Christ, arising from the waters of baptism, there is the joyous 
enthusiasm and hope of heaven. We rush to prepare for the  
journey, soon to discover A LONG SOJOURN OF TRIALS AND TESTINGS; temptations, successes, 
failures; dark days that seem wearisome and  monotonous. Yet - for those who wait on Him, God is 
available to renew their strength ... that they too might mount up with wings like eagles ... run and not be 
weary; walk, and not faint. 
 
God is available, to renew the strength of those who wait on Him. 
 
One might inquire, "WHAT DOES IT MEAN, TO WAIT ON HIM?" Let us understand that this is not a 
passive thing, where you do nothing, and ask for everything, then wait for it to be handed to you. That's 
not waiting for Jehovah. NO! That's pleading with Satan to devour, and take advantage. 
 
 
To wait on Jehovah means SINCERE AND STEADY DEPENDENCE ON HIM, WITH AN 
OBEDIENT TRUST - and no misgivings about His faithfulness, in doing what He says ... NOR 
ABOUT OUR NEED TO OBEY HIM. Leupold - in his commentary says - "...to 'wait for the Lord,' ... is 
merely a synonym for faith ... It means to lean heavily on the Lord for strength." AND THIS CANNOT 
BE DONE, without faith and obedience. 
 
We have only to believe on Him, with the commitment of active obedience. And the more threatening 
and bold the reality of tribulation, the more firmly and desperately we believe on Him. 
 
That's what it means to WAIT ON THE LORD. And the prophet testifies: "...those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint." 
 
As the New Testament would put it --> "...be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil," (Eph. 6:10,11). 
 
God is available, for those who wait on Him. AND - THIS AVAILABILITY was supremely manifests 
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by THE SAVIOR. He said: "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light," (Matt. 11:28-30). 
 
Conclusion: 
 
So, here these people were (in Judah, in the days of Hezekiah and Isaiah), anticipating the overwhelming 
prospect of exile; captivity in a hostile land. 
 
There would be the temptation to grow weary; to ascribe to God the weakness of man; to charge God 
with indifference to their plight. 
 
To discourage and hopefully banish that disposition - Isaiah gave them these words (Isa. 40:27-31). 
 
GOD IS AWARE! 
GOD IS ABLE! 
GOD IS AVAILABLE! 
 
And to us, on this occasion - THIS MEANS WHAT? 
 
It means - there is only one place you can find the healing you seek. The wounds of suffering, grief and 
death can reach deep into the soul. And it may seem like a  
tremendous burden, at the moment. But if you have a Biblical understanding of the everlasting God, you 
can find the healing you seek. 
 
And that which we have studied means: THE CASUAL, MATERIALISTIC, LAZY ATTITUDE 
TOWARD SPIRITUAL THINGS MUST BE UPROOTED FROM OUR LIVES ... MORTIFIED, 
REPENTED OF, AND TAUGHT AGAINST! 
 
Let every day be a time when you look at your own life, consider where you are headed, resolving to 
make whatever changes the Word of God demands - in spite of the difficulty of repentance! Let us - if 
need be - re-order our priorities; fully and completely repent of sin; make the necessary confessions -- 
and return to the Lord, with fresh zeal and faith ... 
 
KNOWING - that our way is not hidden from Him; that He "neither faints nor is weary." He "gives 
power to the weak ... and He is available to renew the strength of those who wait on Him. 
 
You can run and not be weary; you can walk and not faint; you can mount up with wings like eagles and 
SOAR TOWARD THE HOME OF THE SOUL, but not without faith, coupled with initiative, self-
examination, repentance and obedience.

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 1.9; September, 1994
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Mercy and Truth; Righteousness and Peace

Psalms 85:10

 
 
"Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed each other," (Psalms 85:10). 
 
As the diligent student reads through the Word of God and devotes attention to various passages, it 
becomes clear that God has linked certain things together. Once we understand this, we shouldn't have 
any trouble realizing that man has no business tampering with or unconnecting things God has put 
together. As in marriage, so with other things God has put together: "...what God has joined together, let 
not man separate," (Matt. 19:6). 
 
Notice some things God has put together: Faith is expressed by works of obedience (Jas. 2:14-26); Love 
is manifested through obedience (Jno. 14:15); Christ is the Head of His church (Eph. 5:23); and 
Reverence toward diety is displayed through acts of worship (Jno. 4:24). These are things God has put 
together. 
 
And, in Psalms 85:10, "mercy and truth have met together," and "righteousness and peace" are likewise 
joined. What do these connections tell us about the person of Deity? 
 
It is a mistake to regard God as a multi-personality being. When we study His attributes and 
characteristics, there may be a tendency to divide the Supreme Person of Deity into "blocks" of character 
- His power, then (separate from that), His love, etc. But this isn't the way God is. He is a unified whole 
person, each attribute connected to the other. 
 
God's truth and mercy are compatible. That means, there is nothing about God's origination and His 
revelation of truth that interferes with His mercy. Both are part of the whole character of God. Likewise, 
His righteousness and peace enjoy perfect harmony. 
 
It follows - if someone suggests that there is some sort of conflict between God's mercy and God's truth, 
that suggestion ought to be quickly rejected. All theories, doctrines or arguments which array one quality 
of God against another are in error, regardless of the debater, the cause or the consequence. 
 
For instance, the mercy of God which brings about pardon for sin is wrought through the message, the 
gospel of Christ. God's mercy is active in forgiving us, but this mercy is executed through the message, 
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the truth of the gospel. No conflict! 
 
Also, the demands of God's perfect righteousness were met by the Savior's meritorious death, "the 
righteous for the unrighteous." As a result, sinners can be reconciled to God, thus "making peace." [1 
Pet. 3:18; Eph. 2:14-22] In the gospel plan of salvation, revealed in the New Testament of Jesus Christ, 
there is "Mercy and Truth" meeting each other, and righteousness and peace kissing each other. 
 
But perhaps you've heard something like this: I know what the truth (of God's Word) says, but I believe 
mercy demands that we tolerate violation. This pits mercy against truth; it actually places mercy above 
truth. Objecting to the application of truth on grounds of mercy is not plausible! Objecting to 
righteousness on grounds of peace is likewise invalid. In God's person and in God's perfect revelation, 
mercy and truth meet; righteousness and peace kiss. 
 
It is commendable to "pursue peace with all people," but the same verse says we must also pursue 
"holiness, without which no one will see the Lord," (Heb. 12:14). Christians are to "be diligent to be 
found by Him in peace," but the same verse adds: "without spot and blameless," (2 Pet. 3:14). The 
"wisdom that is from above is" peaceable but it is "first pure," (Jas. 3:17). It is a mistake, therefore, to 
isolate peace from other virtues and qualities and build some kind of "loop-hole" or permissive argument 
on the grounds of peace alone! 
 
"Affection" and "mercy" motivates us to be likeminded (Phil. 2:1-2), but we are warned not to boast or 
lie against the truth (Jas. 3:14). 
 
The truth and love of Christ motivates us to "glorify God for His mercy ... But in every nation who ever 
fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him," (Rom. 15:9; Acts 10:35). 
 
The God who made us and who is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ is "the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth," (Ex. 34:6).

 By  Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 1.4; April, 1994
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God Makes No Mistakes

Genesis 18:1-33

 
Anyone who understands the truth about God knows that God does not make mistakes. Not a one. 
Never.  
 
But that is not to say that it does not appear to us that sometimes maybe He has. But it is our perspective 
that is limited, while God's is infinite. In the final analysis, the mistake will always be ours, due to our 
limited knowledge and wisdom (Job 42:1-3; Isaiah 55:8,9).  
 
If you were to think that only people that were unbelievers, or perhaps with only very weak faith, would 
ever question God's decisions, plans or deeds, you would be wrong. In fact, the foremost example of 
faith in the Bible is that of Abraham. But sometimes, even Abraham had questions in his mind about 
whether God was doing the right thing. 
 
He handled his puzzlement correctly. He was, after all, a man of great faith. He did not foolishly charge 
God, or mock Him, or rebel against Him, or curse Him. That is what many have done, and are doing, 
even today. But he did have some serious questions. I think, if we were to admit it, we would all have to 
say the same thing. Sometimes it is difficult for us to understand why God did this or didn't do that. That 
puts us in the company of Abraham, as long as we handle our puzzlement the same way he did. We 
continue to live by faith even when we do not perceive all of the answers. Being in the company of 
Abraham is being in pretty good company.  
 
God's Friend 
"...and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 'And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him 
as righteousness,' and he was called the friend of God." (James 2:23). 
 
First, Abraham walked with God in his life. Whatever questions Abraham may have had from time to 
time were not the result of his being hostile in mind toward God. He was not a rebel against the King of 
all.  
 
Abraham's attitude was always, "When God speaks, I will respond in faith." He was quick to hear, not 
merely listen. In the New Testament, the Bible says, "By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by 
going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he 
was going." (Hebrews 11:8). This was typical of how seriously Abraham took the word of the Lord. 
That is what faith is all about. 
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That is exactly what our attitude ought to be as well. We need to have that kind of reverence for the Lord 
our God. The Lord has spoken in these "last days" to us in His Son (Hebrews 1:1-3). In this message, 
revealed in the New Testament, we find the revelation of God's will, and ought to have just as much 
respect for it as Abraham had for God's word to him.  
 
Abraham's Guests 
"Now the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of 
the day." (Genesis 18:1). 
 
There were three that came to Abraham. He was very hospitable to them, offering them shelter and food 
(Genesis 18:1-8). The Lord and two angels are the guests, though it appears that Abraham does not 
know that at first (see Genesis 18:16,17; 22,23; 19:1). He is just being hospitable. The New Testament 
tells us to be likewise (Hebrews 13:2). 
 
As the guests were eating they inquired about Abraham's wife, Sarah. They promised that by this time 
the following year, despite her extreme age, she would have a son. Sarah overheard, and laughed at such 
an unlikely event. But the Lord responded, "Is anything too difficult for the Lord? At the appointed time 
I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son." (Genesis 18:14; see vss. 9-15). 
 
We would all do well to always remember that question when we have doubts or are dismayed. "Is 
anything too difficult for the Lord?" 
 
Abraham - The Lord's Confidant 
The Lord had decided to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for their extreme wickedness. Their 
evil had constantly challenged God, and they had despised the opportunities granted to them to repent. 
Time was up!  
 
Abraham had pleased God. The Lord expresses confidence in Abraham; "...since Abraham will surely 
become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? For I have 
chosen him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of 
the Lord by doing righteousness and justice; in order that the Lord may bring upon Abraham what He 
has spoken about him." (Genesis 18:18,19). 
 
Today, you and I can also be "friends of God"! Jesus said, "You are My friends, if you do what I 
command you." (John 15:14). It worked for Abraham, and Jesus says it will work for us as well. 
 
God - How Could You? 
The Lord had made the coming destruction of Sodom known to Abraham. Abraham was flooded with 
dismay. "And Abraham came near and said, 'Wilt Thou indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked?'" (Genesis 18:23). 
 
Abraham had relatives living there. Once he had saved the city form a foreign invader. Not everyone in 
Sodom were corrupt, were they? Abraham is very disturbed by this decision God had made. 
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The reason is that Abraham had always believed that God was just. But this did not seem just to 
Abraham... to "sweep away the righteous with the wicked." That does not seem fair to me either. But I 
know something Abraham does not know, at least not yet.  
 
Abraham sums up his problem. He said, "Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt Thou 
indeed sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it 
from Thee to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked 
are treated alike. Far be it from Thee! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?" (Genesis 
18:24,25).  
 
Ultimately, Abraham found out the truth (Genesis 18:25-33). God was no tyrant. He already knew there 
would be no righteous souls involved in the destruction. God would be just, and Sodom would be 
destroyed. The Lord would not treat the righteous and wicked alike. Abraham's problem had been that 
he had not known all the facts. 
 
Sometimes it is the same way with us. We do not know all the facts, all the end results and we do not 
have access to all the important information. When we lack all the answers, we choose to live by faith. 
We do not have all the facts, but the Lord does. We trust in our God to do what is right as we trust in 
Him for victory. God makes no mistakes.

 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 12.4; April 2005 
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God is Not the Source of All Tragedy 

 
Often, when tragedy strikes, the victim will ask, "Why did God do this to me?" or perhaps "Why didn't 
God keep this from happening?" Insurance companies sometimes refer to natural disasters as "acts of 
God." We need to understand that such an idea is foreign to what the Bible teaches. Much of what we 
experience in these matters are the result of living in a fallen world cursed by sin. These events are 
consequences of that. The source of these circumstances, according to Scripture, is Satan, not God. We 
do our Creator a great injustice by laying the blame at His doorstep. 
 
The book of Job makes this very clear - or at least more clear. Job suffered tragedy after tragedy, Both 
he and his friends thought it was all due to God's doing. They even tried to reason out why God had 
done these things to Job... that there must be some tremendous evil that Job had done. What they did not 
know is that it was Satan's doings, not God's (see Job 1:9-12; 2:7). 
 
The ultimate message of the book is that, as human beings, we may not be competent to understand how 
such events may fit into the general scheme of life and life's purpose. We are not privy to all the 
information we need to reach definite conclusions about any particular tragedy. But we also learn that 
men and women of faith face these situations with abiding trust in God (see Job 38-42:6). God's people 
will live by their faith in good times and bad - having as an anchor for their souls a steadfast hope. We 
do not blame God for misfortune that befalls us because we, at this time, live in a fallen world and 
understand these things are consequences of that. But we do depend upon Him for strength and guidance 
now, and a better home for our souls in eternity. 
 
God is not the source of evil, but of good. "Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow" (James 
1:17).  
 
 

By Jon W. Quinn  
The Final Page 

 From Expository Files 12.5; May 2005 
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The God of Hannah

(1 Samuel 2:1-10)

 
She was the mother of the last judge of Israel, for it would be her son who would, by God's direction, 
appoint Israel's first king. Hannah had long sought for a baby. She was one of two wives of Elkanah who 
lived in the hill-country of Ephraim. Elkanah's other wife and mother of several children, unmercifully 
taunted the childless Hannah. Elkanah did his best to console her and confirm his love for her, but 
Hannah would not be consoled. 
 
She prayed for a son. Finally, she made a vow that if the Lord would bless her with a son, she would 
dedicate him to the Lord's service. Evidently that was what the Lord had been waiting for. His plan 
called for such a one, and so within a year Samuel was born to Elkanah and Hannah. Indeed, he would 
be a mighty prophet at a pivotal time in Israel's history. He would appoint the first two kings of Israel, 
Saul and David. 
 
When Samuel was weaned, she kept her vow and took Samuel to Shiloh, where the tabernacle was 
located. This was the center of worship for early Israel in Canaan. Samuel was taken in by the High 
Priest, Eli, and grew up in Shiloh. Hannah continued to visit her son each year and bring him a new 
robe. Later, she had other sons and daughters. 
 
Hannah's Prayer of Blessing and Confidence in God 
"My heart exults in the LORD; my horn is exalted in the LORD, My mouth speaks boldly against my 
enemies, because I rejoice in Thy salvation.  
 
There is no one holy like the LORD, indeed, there is no one besides Thee, Nor is there any rock like our 
God. 
 
Boast no more very proudly, do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the LORD is a God of 
knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed. 
 
The bows of the mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength. 
 
Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry cease to hunger. Even 
the barren gives birth to seven, but she who has many children languishes. 
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The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
 
The LORD makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts. 
 
He raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with nobles, and 
inherit a seat of honor; for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He sets the world on them.  
 
He keeps the feet of His godly ones, but the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; for not by might shall 
man prevail. 
 
Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered; against them He will thunder in the heavens, The 
LORD will judge the ends of the earth; and He will give strength to His king, and will exalt the horn of 
His anointed." (I Samuel 2:1-10). 
 
Hannah's Faith 
"My heart exults in the LORD; my horn is exalted in the LORD, My mouth speaks boldly against my 
enemies, because I rejoice in Thy salvation." (I Samuel 2:1). An animal with large horns is thought to be 
powerful and beautiful. Hannah speaks of her strength and confidence in the Lord by using this figure of 
speech. She had a very childlike, trusting faith; the exact kind of humble faith that Jesus said we all need 
(Matthew 18:1-4). 
 
She had patiently waited for years, praying for what she desired so very much. It was in the Lord's 
hands, she knew, and during those bleak years of hope she never gave up. And then, after at long last 
having received of the Lord's goodness, she remembered Him with gratitude. Her joy was enriched 
because Samuel was the product of the Lord's power. She spoke boldly in the midst of those who would 
ridicule her, not being ashamed because the LORD was the God of her salvation. May we also enjoy the 
same exultation, boldness and joy in the Lord today, for He is also the God of our salvation! 
 
God, the Holy Rock 
"There is no one holy like the LORD, indeed, there is no one besides Thee, Nor is there any rock like 
our God." (I Samuel 2:2). The Lord is holy, and therefore trustworthy. He is true and just. Even in the 
darkest of times, even if we must face injustice of the basest sort, we must understand that in the final 
reckoning the Lord will ensure that all is well for His people of enduring faith (Hebrews 13:5-6; 10:35-
39). 
 
Our God is also described as "a rock." God is solid and dependable. He is an anchor of the soul. His 
words are a rock amid the shifting sands of human philosophy and pagan beliefs (Matthew 7:24-27). 
 
The God of Knowledge, Judgment and Providence 
"Boast no more very proudly, do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the LORD is a God of 
knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird 
on strength. Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry cease to 
hunger. Even the barren gives birth to seven, but she who has many children languishes. The LORD 
kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and rich; He 
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brings low, He also exalts. He raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needy from the ash heap to 
make them sit with nobles, and inherit a seat of honor; for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He 
sets the world on them. (I Samuel 2:3-9). The arrogant of the world put their trust in themselves as they 
mock the believer for his or her faith. Hannah warns that such is not a wise thing to do because in 
addition to being a God of strength, Jehovah is also a God of knowledge and providence. God's wisdom 
renders the wisdom of men foolishness (Isaiah 55:8,9; I Corinthians 1:18-25). 
 
In addition to making the wise foolish God renders the strong weak. The one who stands against God 
will fall, and the faithful one who has been the victim of evil men will stand (I Corinthians 1:26-31). 
Hannah had put her faith in God during her trial. It had been well placed. Let us never forget the lesson 
to be learned by her example. We know that one day God will exalt those who have humbled themselves 
before Him, as the mighty fall and the boastful are silenced (Matthew 23:12; James 4:10). 
 
God Directs the Work of His People 
He keeps the feet of His godly ones, but the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; for not by might shall 
man prevail. Those who contend with the LORD will be shattered; against them He will thunder in the 
heavens, The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; and He will give strength to His king, and will 
exalt the horn of His anointed." (I Samuel 2:1-10). Those who live for God are never alone. There were 
times when during Hannah's dark hours that there were no discernible signs of what God was going to 
do for her. But she knew that if there was any hope at all, it was in her God. Those who are on the Lord's 
side live their lives according to His word, seek His will, do His work, and wait expectantly for His 
victory. 
 
"He keeps the feet of His godly ones, but the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; for not by might 
shall man prevail." 
 
 

 By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 12.7; July 2005    
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Why Do You Believe?

When asked to defend your faith in God, are you able to offer good, sound reasons for believing as you 
do? None of this "I just feel it in my heart and I cannot explain it." nonsense. That is no answer. I cannot 
think of a single instance where any disciple in the New Testament responded in such a way. In fact, 
they were told to equip themselves so they could do better than that. "...but sanctify Christ as Lord in 
your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the 
hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence..." (1 Pet. 3:15).  
 
If we are willing (and we ought to be, shame on us if we are not) to put forth the effort to prepare 
ourselves, it will be of tremendous benefit. First, for our own conviction's stake. If I am fully and 
reasonably persuaded that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life it will help me to be faithful. It will also 
help me confidently convey this truth to others. If I am unable to defend my reason for believing to 
someone who asks, then, in their minds, I will confirm their unbelief. I may not ever be able to answer 
every question to everyone's satisfaction, but I should be able to give a reasonable account for my faith.  
 
Two Extremes 
1. Faith has nothing to do with reason. One extreme view is that if something is by faith then it is not by 
reason because the two are somehow mutually exclusive. Where this view was once extreme, it is 
becoming more typical today. Some will point to Paul's statement in his first Corinthian letter: "For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-
pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe." (1 Corinthians 
1:21). Paul was not contrasting preaching the gospel with using the intellect here. By the word "wisdom" 
he is talking about Greek philosophy. God did not choose to save the world through the message of the 
Greek philosophers, but through the gospel. Preaching the gospel calls upon people to use their intellect 
and reason (Romans 10:17; Isaiah 1:18; Mark 12:30). 
 
2. Intelligent people will always accept the truth. The second extreme is to suppose that if you do 
adequately give answer, then the intellectual will accept it and become a Christian. That is not so either. 
Some suppose that if "smart" people believe something, then it must be so, and if they do not, then it 
must be wrong. Human prejudice is simply too strong and human pride many times to stubborn to allow 
a "smart fellow" to say, "I have been wrong." Especially when it comes to Jesus, accepting the truth 
about Him calls upon a person to make great changes and commitments. Many are simply unwilling to 
accept this. "For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God... but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles 
foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
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wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men." (1 Corinthians 1:18; 23-25). 
 
Some Questions and Answers 
1. What about a person who has never heard of Jesus? Is he lost? While there are some things God has 
not revealed to us, there are some things He has. The Scriptures inform us that God is just (Deuteronomy 
32:1-4) and that He loves all of us (John 3:16). We also see that no one is condemned because they have 
not heard of Jesus. Sinners are condemned because of their sin. If one has never sinned, then he or she 
does not need a Savior. Sin is what causes a person to be lost (Romans 2:12-16; 3:9; 23). 
 
Jesus is the only antidote for sin, which is a violation of God's law (1 John 3:4). Every human being has 
enough information about God to begin to search for Him (Psalm 19:1; Jeremiah 29:11-13; Romans 
1:19,20). God will answer such searching by sending the message of His Son (Matthew 7:7). 
 
2. Is Jesus the only way to God? There are sincere worshippers in other faiths. But neither sincerity nor 
the intensity of belief make a wrong idea right. The real issue is not how strongly a thing is believed, but 
is it correct? If Jesus is who he claimed to be, then He is the only way to God no matter how strongly 
some may feel otherwise. "Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father, but through Me." (John 14:6). 
 
3. Why do innocents suffer? If God is all good and all powerful, why is there suffering? If He can stop 
it, why doesn't He? 
 
Job wondered the same thing. He asked the Lord about it and the Lord did not answer him. Instead, He 
assured Job of His love and care, reminded Job of His power, and told Job to trust Him (Job 38-42). God 
simply has not revealed all the information we may like to have, but again, He has told us some things 
about this. Each case of suffering is either directly or indirectly related to our living in a fallen world. 
Before the fall, there was no suffering or death, but a warning that there would be if man disobeyed God 
(Genesis 2:17). The consequences of the fall are briefly summed up in Genesis 3:14-19. Why doesn't 
God step in and stop it? He will! (2 Peter 3:8-13). But first, He wants to redeem more of us back from 
our own ruin. 
 
4. Do you really believe in Biblical miracles? How could Jesus walk on water? How could the Red Sea 
be parted? How could the sun stand still? How could the earth be covered by flood? 
 
The root of the problem is not how God did these things that we know to be contrary to natural order and 
law. We need not explain the physics involved in walking on water. That's not the point. 
 
If God exists at all, then all these things are possible. If He is the Creator, then He can intervene in that 
which He has created. He who created water, bodies, gravity, and so forth can do with them what he 
wants to do. The root question, then, is not "If miracles happened, then how?" but rather "Does God 
exist?"  
 
Very briefly, some of the answers which suggest the existence of God include: Design in nature 
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(Romans 1:20); Cause and effect (Genesis 1:1); and the fact that His Son came to our world for a visit 
(John 20:30,31).  
 
If you believe in God, that is good. Far better to know why you believe as well.  
 

 By Jon W. Quinn    
From Expository Files 12.8; August 2005 
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 The Unfathomable Power of God

Ephesians 3:20-21

 
 
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. (NKJV) 
 
If we outline Paul’s letter to the Ephesians very broadly it consists of two parts as described by Paul in 
Eph. 2:10:  
 
*** Christian Doctrine: Chapters 1-3, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works…” Here Paul describes spiritual blessings that accrue to us in Christ. 
 
*** Christian Morality: Chapter 4-6, “… which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 
Paul then closes the letter by showing that such spiritual wealth must be applied. 
 
In this article we will attempt to show that Eph. 3:20-21 is the passage that acts as the hub of the entire 
Ephesian letter. Without an omnipotent God, there would be no doctrine or morality worth following 
and there would be no reason for mankind to unite under Christ. 
 
The Doxology - Introduction 
 
The doxology of 3:20-21 acts as the conclusion of not only the prayer of 3:14-19, but also of the first 
three chapters. It serves as an introduction to the last three chapters as well.  
 
By examining the prayer and then taking a look at the broader context we can come to understand that 
Paul realized that unity among believers takes divine intervention. Man will not be able to understand 
God’s limitless power because man has a limited mind. So powerful is our God that even mortal 
enemies (such as the Jews and the Gentiles of Paul’s time) can become united in Christ Jesus. 
 
Note: “Doxology” is not a Biblical word, but it describes a particular type of phrase or sentence that 
frequently occurs in the Bible. According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary a doxology is “an 
expression of praise to God.” Many of us are familiar with T. Ken and G. Franc’s “Doxology,” which is 
often sung as a closing hymn: 
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“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 
 
The Conclusion of the Prayer 
 
Eph. 3:14-19: For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the width and length and depth and height-- to know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (NKJV) 
 
It is the love for one another as members of the family of God that Paul is stressing in this prayer. It is 
his wish that each Christian possess this kind of love along with adoption, acceptance, redemption, 
forgiveness, wisdom, inheritance and all the other God-given spiritual blessings. “It is in the context of 
loving relationships within the church [emphasis mine, cd] that we experience through one another, the 
depths of God’s love. It is in this context that we grow to the fullness of Christ. All this is possible only 
because God is ‘able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us…’” (Larry Richards, The Teacher’s Commentary, p. 920.) 
 
“Rooted and grounded in love…” This phrase calls on us as Christians to make a devotional study of the 
love of Christ, thus filling us with the fervent desire to spread the Gospel ourselves. (This is regardless 
of the fact that this love has no limits and therefore is beyond our total comprehension.) This is how 
sinners will be won and the Godhood glorified. (William Hendrickson, New Testament Commentary: 
Ephesians, p. 178) 
 
Broadening the Context 
 
Eph. 3:8-12: To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship 
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things 
through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the 
church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which 
He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through faith in Him.(NKJV) 
 
The fellowship of the mystery is the key here. The fact that once mortal enemies (Jew and Gentile) 
would become united in one spiritual body via the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ would 
be a hard pill for either side to swallow. This union is according to the wisdom of God (vv. 1-13). 
Beyond God’s wisdom, He also displays His love in sending Christ to save the world. As already 
mentioned this love entails His love for us, His love for His Son, the Son’s love for us and His Father, 
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and our love for the Father, the Son and each other.  
 
Eph. 4:1-4: I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all. (NKJV) 
 
Now Paul segues between the doctrinal portion of his letter and the application by once again 
emphasizing the unity that must exist in the church among its diverse members. Jew and Gentile, Greek 
and Barbarian, male and female, bound and free, must all come together under one flag – the cross of 
Christ! Man would deem this an impossibility, but all things are possible through an application of 
God’s wisdom because His power is limitless.  
 
The Doxology – Conclusion 
 
In spite of the fact that Paul had asked much of God in his prayer, in spite of the seeming impossibility 
of uniting all mankind under one spiritual banner, Paul concludes the prayer with a statement that the 
commentators call a “super-superlative.” Paul (under the guidance of the Holy Spirit) coined the 
compound word “exceedingly, abundantly, above” to express God’s capacity to transcend all that we ask 
or think. (F.F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Ephesians, p. 70.)  
 
Although Paul has asked much, God can and is willing to grant more. In order to appreciate Paul’s super-
superlative Hendrickson suggests the following should be noted concerning Paul’s reasoning: “a) God is 
able to do all we ask him to do; b) He is even able to do all that we dare not ask but merely imagine; c) 
He can do more than this; d) far more; e) very far more!” God is well deserving of the “glory in the 
church” based on His power (1:19; 2:20), wisdom (3:10), mercy (2:4), love (2:4), grace (2:5-8), and so 
forth – manifested in the church which is the body of Christ (the exalted head). (Hendrickson, p. 175.) 
 
Notice the four individuals (or group of individuals) referred to in the doxology: 1) God, 2) individual 
Christians, 3) the church, and 4) Jesus Christ. God’s wisdom (including His plan for the salvation of 
mankind) requires the participation of all parties involved. While most of those claiming to be Christians 
have no problem with three out of the four of these participants, many have been willing to sell the 
importance of the church short.  
 
The Church is important and Paul paints us a glorious picture of it in the Ephesian letter.  
“This world is not what it was meant to be; it is torn in sunder by opposing forces and by hatred and 
strife. Nation is against nation, man is against man, class is against class. Within a man’s own self the 
fight rages between the evil and the good. It is God’s design that all men… should become one in Christ. 
To achieve this end Christ needs the Church to go out and tell men of His love and of His mercy. And 
the Church cannot do that until its members, joined together in fellowship, experience the limitless love 
of Christ.” (William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible: The Letters to the Galatians and Ephesians, p. 133.) 
 
Those that are looking for an eternal home with the all-powerful God must be prepared to offer an 
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eternity of doxologies. As so aptly put by hymnist John Newton in verse four of Amazing Grace: 
 
“When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun.”

 

By Carey Dillinger   
From Expository Files 12.9; September, 2005
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Creator  

Genesis 1:1

 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Genesis 1:1). I cannot imagine a sentence 
that has more meaning than this short, concise and simple statement with which the written revelation of 
God to man begins. We are so familiar with it that we that we may read it rather quickly without giving 
it the attention which it deserves.  
 
Imagine for a moment that you had never seen nor heard of this verse until right now. The origin of the 
universe has puzzled you, and you had contemplated why you existed at all, and whether there was a 
reason you were here. With this short statement begins a whole Book of answers, and certainly you 
would be eager to hear more. But notice what is already learned with the statement: "In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth."  
 
A Definite Beginning 
The universe did not just pop into existence from nothing by accident. Neither is it an eternal place. The 
science facts we know, and even most scientific theories about origins agree with what the Bible has 
said all along. There was a beginning. 
 
One popular theory is that the universe began with a "big bang." The Bible says the universe began with 
God uttering the phrase, "Let there be..." God, the Father, spoke to God, the Son, and said, "Thou, Lord, 
in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the works of Thy 
hands." (Hebrews 11:10). Even today, He "upholds all things by the word of His power." (Hebrews 1:3). 
 
The word translated "beginning" means "starting point." There was a time when nothing existed at all in 
the physical realm. That time will come again because all material things are temporary (Matthew 24:35; 
25:46; 1 Corinthians 15:42-44,49; 2 Corinthians 4:18; 2 Peter 3:10-13).  
 
 
A Supreme Being 
The word translated "God" in this first verse of the Bible is the Hebrew word "elohim." The word 
signifies superiority and might. God is the "Almighty One." It was by His mouth that the whole realm of 
creation was awesomely and powerfully spoken into existence. Such a powerful event might well be 
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referred to as a Big Bang except for the fact that a "bang" is an impersonal force without mind or 
purpose. 
 
The Bible reveals that God is not only personal, but omnipotent, omniscient and eternal. He is without 
beginning or end, and thus refers to Himself as "I Am." After God had spoken to Job from a whirlwind, 
and called to Job's attention His power, Job responded, "I know that Thou canst do all things, And that 
no purpose of Thine can be thwarted. 'Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I 
have declared that which I did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know." (Job 
42:2,3). Job was filled with awe, and someday every human heart will be filled with that same 
overwhelming sense of reverence. 
 
 
Something From Nothing 
The Hebrew word for "created" is a word used in the Bible exclusively for God. When the Bible talks of 
the "creations" of men, it uses a different word, and with good reason. This particular word used in the 
first verse of the Bible is never used of man because it describes something that is impossible for man to 
do. It means to bring into being or to make something from nothing. Men can rearrange matter to make 
new things, but he cannot make matter. "Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it, And 
spirit to those who walk in it..." (Isaiah 42:5). 
 
 
The Created Heavens 
The word "heaven" is used in at least three different ways in the Scripture. Sometimes it refers to the 
spiritual realm. Other times it refers to the place where the stars are. Finally, it sometimes refers to the 
atmosphere of the earth. But here, the word is plural; "the heavens." When the Bible uses this term, it is 
referring to the universe. The Psalmist David said, "The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And 
their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night 
reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard. (Psalm 19:1-3). As 
he pondered God's creation, he spoke of their silent witness as to the majesty of God. 
 
He also considered that man might well be small and insignificant compared to the vastness of the 
universe, and yet God was mindful of man. What was it about man that God was interested in him? The 
answer to this question is one of the themes of the Bible. "When I consider Thy heavens, the work of 
Thy fingers, The moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; What is man, that Thou dost take 
thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him?" (Psalm 8:3,4). 
 
The Created Earth 
The earth of verse one of the Bible refers to this temporary, terrestrial dwelling place for mankind. It is 
to this planet that God sent His Son to walk its surface and to give His life for our sins. The Creator took 
upon Himself the form of one of His creatures. He did not cease to be God, but He also became man . 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being... And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
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glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him, and 
cried out, saying, 'This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He 
existed before me.'" For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. For the Law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ." (John 1:1-5; 14-17). 
 
Our universe is resplendent with intricate design and wondrous beauty. It is not the product of chance, 
but of divine purpose.  
 
The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it. (Psalm 24:1). 
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 12.12; December 2005

 

 

 

http://www.bible.ca/

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-genesis-1-1.htm (3 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:35 AM

http://www.bible.ca/ef/ef.map
http://www.bible.ca/


God: Blue or Pink? 

 

God: Blue or Pink?

 
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, whenever reference is made to God, a masculine pronoun is 
used (He, His, Him, etc.). Especially today, when the world is so gender conscious, often seeking to 
remove all gender distinctions as if both genders can do all things equally well, it goes against the tide to 
employ masculine pronouns with reference to God.

Some social and religious leaders and writers have attempted to adopt a more gender neutral way of 
referring to God. Using “He/She” is distracting and quite awkward. “It” certainly does not work and is 
inaccurate. The U.S. Council of Churches changed the word for Christ's relationship to God from “Son” 
to “Child.” That's O.K. as long as one does not have much faith in the Bible as God's revelation to begin 
with, but it just does not work for those of us who believe that all Scripture is inspired by God (2 
Timothy 3:16,17). While it is true, as shall be explained, that the masculine pronouns referring to God 
are not for the purpose of establishing gender, we should be aware that to speak of Him differently than 
He has revealed Himself is a dangerous thing. In fact, it would not be the first time people have sought 
to exchange God as He has revealed Himself to be into something of our own choosing. God does care 
about that! 
 
What God Has Revealed 
We must not simply accept that which is politically correct at the expense of Biblical loyalty. Remember 
the Proverb: “There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 
14:12; 16:25). Speculation and presuming what may be pleasing to God is unnecessary and dangerous. 
We can know for certain what pleases God in this regard without having to guess. If we just refer to God 
the way the Scriptures do, then we know we are right (1 Corinthians 2:10-14).

Remember; God is far beyond our abilities to grasp all that He is, so we must not give Him attributes we 
wish or think He might have, else we give Him attributes He neither possesses or desires (Isaiah 55:8,9; 
Psalm 50:21; Romans 1:21-23).

Of the proper names with which God has identified Himself to us, every single one of them are 
masculine. There is Yahweh (or, Jehovah); Elohim, Shaddai, Sebboath, Adonai; Kurios and Theos). 
There are no Scriptural exceptions to this.
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Also, masculine metaphors are frequently applied to God, such as “Father” or “King”. Jesus likened God 
to a loving father. And Jesus, Himself, God incarnate, is the Son; Prophet, Shepherd, King, Priest and 
Bridegroom. However, it must be admitted that in describing His attributes (such as His ability to 
comfort) sometimes feminine metaphors are used (“like a mother”). But again, the pronouns (He, His, 
Him) are exclusively masculine when used referring to God outside of metaphors describing His 
attributes. 
 
Those Feminine Metaphors 
The Bible plentifully uses all kinds of metaphors. For example, Jesus is the Lamb of God (John 1:29). 
This is a metaphor. Jesus is not a literal Lamb. He is also the door (John 10:9). We understand that 
though a door is an “it” that referring to Jesus by the metaphor does not mean He is an “it”. Metaphors 
do not work that way.

In the Civil War, there was a confederate general called “Stonewall” Jackson. A stone wall is an “it” but 
that did not mean the general was an “it”. He was still a “he”. A single parent might be referred to as 
“both mother and father” to a child, but this does not tell us the gender of the parent.

Metaphors are not used to identify gender in everyday life and neither do they in the Bible (see Isaiah 
42:14; 46:3; 49:15; 66:13 and Luke 15:8-10). We remember Jesus lamenting over Jerusalem and saying: 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 
unwilling.” But Jesus was not here identifying Himself as female poultry. But that is the reasoning some 
use today who want to refer to God as “she”.  
 
Gender is Biological, Not Spiritual 
Gender is a strictly biological characteristic. God is not biological. He is not male. The use of masculine 
pronouns are not for the purpose of establishing a sexual identity. God is neither male nor female, God is 
God. He is eternal. He is our eternal spiritual uncreated Creator (Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 102:27; 1 
Timothy 1:17). He is not of flesh and bones (Luke 24:39). God is not a man (Numbers 23:19). 

So then, why does God so consistently describe Himself with masculine pronouns? And why are other 
masculine terms so often used, and masculine proper names always used? God has determined that 
“Fatherhood” best describes in human terms what He did in creation. He did not “give birth to” creation, 
but “begat it.” It was not created within Him, but He created it.  
 
Honoring God By Accepting His Choice 
“He” or “She”… Does it matter? Absolutely. Why? Because faith accepts the things of God as He gives 
them. It is entirely accurate for me to say that God comforts His children as a mother comforts her 
young ones, but not for me to refer to God as “she.” It is not man that chose to use masculine pronouns 
and names for God, but God has done so. It is a matter of Divine inspiration! It is God breathed! God 
has revealed Himself on the pages of Divine inspiration with these names He has chosen and with the 
use of masculine personal pronouns. 
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Something else here: God did not choose masculine pronouns for Himself because men were better than 
women. Men of faith understand that we are sinners in need of a Savior in exactly the same measure as 
women. Neither gender can save themselves and neither are without need for the grace of God. There is 
no room for pride that God chose “He” and “Him” to refer to Himself. This is not a commendation of 
the goodness or worthiness of men as opposed to women. 

One final point: Jesus is our example. We are to follow Him as His disciples. We are to learn from Him 
how to please God. It is correct to address God and talk of Him the way Jesus did. It is right to go to 
God in prayer with the words, or ones similar to them: 'Our Father who is in heaven,  
Hallowed be Your name.” (Matthew 6:9; see also Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42; John 16:25-28).

The best defense I can make for referring to God with these names and pronouns has nothing to do with 
gender recognition but rather with inspired revelation. One of the greatest evils is to take God as He has 
revealed Himself and change it to something else. That is where idolatry came from, and the worship of 
sun, moon and stars. Far better to worship the true and living God (1 Thessalonians 1:9). 

 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 13.2; February 2006
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"He Will Reign"

 
The angel announced to Mary that a son would be born by her and that she was to call His name "Jesus." 
The angel continued to explain, "And the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." (Luke 1:32,33). Jesus 
was to fulfill the many Messianic prophecies of the previous centuries. With the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem, the king entered the world and would return to heaven only when His mission was 
accomplished and the prophecies were all fulfilled. 
 
John taught that the "kingdom of heaven is at hand" as he prepared the way for the Lord. As Jesus began 
His ministry He announced the same thing (Matt. 3:1,2; 4:17,23).

Jesus told His disciples that "some of those standing here shall not taste of death until they see the 
kingdom of God after it has come with power." (Mark 9:1). There can be no mistake about it - Jesus 
planned to begin His rule over His kingdom in the first century during the lifetimes of those that stood 
with Him. Jesus told Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this world." (John 18:36). His kingdom is spiritual 
and He reigns over it today. It is present, and it is eternal. The King will come again one day to take His 
people home.  
 
The Holy Spirit affirms in the New Testament that the kingdom prophecies of the Old Testament have 
been fulfilled in Jesus (Acts 3:24). Jesus reigns today over His spiritual kingdom. He has sat down at 
God's right hand and all authority has been given to Him in heaven and on earth. 
 
Following the ascension of Jesus, the apostles and preachers of the gospel went about preaching and 
teaching "the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 8:12). The 
phrase "kingdom of God" refers to the authority and reign of Jesus in the hearts of faithful men and 
women today. 
 
The Bible says, "For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of 
His beloved Son." (Col. 1:13). With our citizenship in His kingdom come both privileges and 
responsibilities. It is "a kingdom which cannot be shaken" though many have tried (Heb. 12:28). The last 
book of the Bible says, "He has made us to be a kingdom" (Rev. 1:6) and that at the end of time Jesus 
will "deliver up the kingdom to the God and Father" after He has defeated the last enemy... death itself 
(1 Cor. 15:24-26). King Jesus is coming again and eternal victory belong to His people.  
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ed on Biblical principles. Many leaders today are attacking those same principles. Are we sowing the 
wind to one day reap a whirlwind? (Hosea 8:7).  
 
 

By Jon W. Quinn  
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 13.8; August 2006
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Peter's Confession

Matthew 16:15-16

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God" (Matt. 16:15-16).  
 
Context of the Confession 
Before we look at the confession itself, let's take a minute to better understand the context that surrounds 
Peter's confession.  
 
Prior to Peter's confession, the Pharisees had demanded a sign of Jesus, a demand that He found 
distressing-He sighed deeply in his spirit (Mark 8:12)-and refused. Instead, he retreats to a boat and 
travels to the other side of the lake (Mark 8:11-13). And it wasn't the first time that He had retreated 
from his enemies. What do you suppose the disciples were thinking at this point? Surely, if He just 
showed them who He was, they'd have to believe! Or, if He won't show them, why doesn't He just wipe 
them all out? Why does he keep retreating?  
 
After the trip to the other side of the lake, Jesus warns the disciples of the leaven of the Pharisees (Matt 
16:5-6). It seems as if they'd sailed in silence from one side of the lake to the other-a silence that must 
have been deafening. The Lord had retreated from the Pharisees and not uttered a word since, leaving 
the apostles to replay the scene over and over in their minds, trying to understand what their master was 
doing.  
 
The silence is broken by this warning. Then, Jesus returns to silence, leaving the disciples to interpret 
the warning. Their interpretation, however, is superficial, self-absorbed, and far off the mark. They 
supposed that their forgetfulness-they'd failed to bring bread-was the cause of this warning (Matt 16:7). 
And so Jesus issues to them a stern rebuke for their lack of understanding. He says, essentially, How is it 
that you don't get this? (Matt 16:11), and alludes to the prophecy of Isaiah 6 (Mark 8:18), which He had 
already used as a rebuke of the Jewish leaders. You can hear the undertone in His words: Do I need to 
apply these words to even you?  
 
Upon reaching the other side of the lake, Jesus heals a blind man. Then, He seeks to make sure that the 
blind man doesn't tell anyone about it (Mark 8:22-26). Don't even go into the village, Jesus says. And 
this wasn't the first time that Jesus had done this. Not long ago, he had done the same thing after healing 
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a dumb man (Mark 7:35-36).  
 
This is the context of Peter's confession: Jesus is trying to get people not to tell others about His 
miracles. He is refusing to offer signs to the religious leaders and instead retreating from them, crossing 
the lake to get away. He scathingly rebukes the disciples for their lack of understanding, applying to 
them the harsh prophecy of Isaiah. This is the context of Peter's confession: retreat, rebuke, and 
repression. If the disciples weren't frustrated and perplexed-perhaps even despondent-at this point, it 
may have been an additional miracle.  
 
But it is at this very time-maybe one of the lowest valleys of faith the disciples ever entered-that Jesus 
looks at them and says: Who do you say the Son of Man is?  
 
Peter's Confession 
Peter's confession was obviously an incredible confession of faith, but aside from that, there are four 
things stand out to me about his confession that can help us better understand the confessions that we 
make.  
 
First, Peter's confession was a confession made in ignorance-or, at least, in some ignorance. Immediately 
after making this confession, he falls flat on his faith (pun intended) by standing in the way of God's 
plan (Matt 16:21-23). Later, he will try to stop Jesus from washing his feet (John 13:5-10) and declare 
the faith to do something which he won't do (John 13:36-38). Finally, he shows his lack of 
understanding when, at Jesus' arrest, he pulls out his sword and take a hack at Malchus (John 18.10-11). 
It's quite clear that all of the facts weren't in-at least, not in Peter's mind-when he made this confession.  
 
But though it was a confession made in ignorance, it was also a confession made in understanding, as is 
made clear by Jesus next words to him: Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who 
is in heaven (Matt 16:17). This doesn't, however, necessarily mean miraculous insight. This was not the 
first time that Jesus had been confessed (cf. Matt. 14:32-33; John 1:47-49) and there is no mention of 
miraculous insight at any previous confession. It seems better to understand his meaning as it being 
revealed by God through Jesus: cultivated through the months and years of Jesus' instructions; declared 
by Jesus himself (cf. John 5:19-27); confirmed by the miracles done (cf. John 20:30-31) through the 
father (cf. Acts 2:22). Although it was a confession made in ignorance, it was also a confession that was 
made in knowledge-a knowledge revealed by God through Jesus' teaching and miracles.  
 
Third, it was a confession made in contradiction. Anyone reading the gospel narratives will at once see 
that Peter's confession stood in direct conflict with what others were saying. The religious leaders called 
Jesus demon-possessed and said that he was a Samaritan (John 8:48). Clearly, Peter's confession stands 
in contrast with those labels. But Peter's confession also stood in contrast with the more favorable 
epithets given (John the Baptist, Elijah or Jeremiah, one of the prophets; Matt 16:14). To call someone a 
prophet is one thing; to call him God's Messiah and son is quite different.  
 
Finally, it was a confession with implications. Those aren't all clearly spelled out in this chapter, but they 
are clearly implied by the titles given: Christ (anointed one) and Son of God. If you acknowledge 
someone as your king (Christ), that means that you're acknowledging yourself to be his subject, that you 
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will follow his lead, offering him full loyalty and devotion. Could it mean any less, then, to acknowledge 
someone as God's son? And this is precisely how we see the disciples living after the resurrection: full 
devotion to their king and God, regardless of what men say (cf. Acts 4:18-20).  
 
So what, then, do we learn about our confessions from Peter's confession? First, confession must be 
based in knowledge, but it doesn't require full knowledge or direct revelation. Even without full insight, 
Peter fully confessed; there was no need to revise or amend the confession once he learned more. A 
confession that Jesus is the Christ is sufficient, even if it isn't fully understood. Second, confession that 
Jesus is the Christ will be in direct conflict with what the world believes and teaches about Jesus-
whether they deny him outright or seek to call him a "great teacher." Third, confession implicitly 
requires submission to Jesus as king and God, a point that should tell us that confession is more than a 
one-time act, done in front of the church. Confession is daily spoken by one's life and choices. Finally, 
from the context of the chapter, confession requires faith even in the valleys of the spiritual journey.

By Nathan Ward  
From Expository Files 13.10; October 2006
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He Who Promised is Faithful

Things we buy, from laundry detergents to cars, come with guarantees. A guarantee is a contract that 
makes certain promises. Of course, these promises are only as good as the people making them. 
 
Jesus Christ has also made some guarantees. For example, He promised that He would come again to 
receive His disciples and take them home to the Father (John 14:1-3). Jesus has always kept His 
promises in the past - including the most difficult of promises to keep. For example, He promised to rise 
from the dead. He kept that promise. We have no good reason to doubt His promise to come again. The 
Scriptures say, "Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who has 
promised is faithful." (Hebrews 10:23). 
 
Jesus made other promises as well. He has promised, "He that believes and is baptized shall be saved, he 
that disbelieves shall be condemned." (Mark 16:16). We should believe this promise as well. He is 
trustworthy. He is the Lord. The Savior knows how to save. He has promised victory and eternal life to 
those that trust Him. He who has promised is faithful!  
 

By Jon W. Quinn
The Final Page 
From Expository Files 13.11; November 2006
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 Who Is The Lord That I Should Obey His Voice?

Exodus 5:1-4

 
 
When Moses and Aaron stood before Pharaoh, they had a message from God (Exodus 5:1). We often 
observe how foolish Pharaoh was for his response, which we will consider in a moment. It is true that 
his response was both foolish and arrogant. But before we consider it, try to put yourself in his place.  
 
He was the great Pharaoh. His power was accepted far and wide. He was the most powerful man in the 
most powerful nation on the earth. He understood power in it's earthly forms; armies and chariots and 
gold. If there had been a vast army of warriors standing behind Moses and Aaron, then perhaps his 
attitude toward them and their God would have been different. 
 
But to Pharaoh, the very idea of obeying a God he had never seen, a God of lowly slaves of shepherd 
stock, was ludicrous! And this Moses was not a very convincing speaker either. What does a leader of 
sheep know about leading men? And his brother Aaron is only a slave and the son of a slave. Neither 
Moses nor Aaron possess any quality that would impress Pharaoh. 
 
So, how can a God who would send a shepherd fugitive and a slave to deliver His warning be revered by 
the powerful Pharaoh?  
 
The Request and the Response 
"And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, "Let 
My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness."' But Pharaoh said, 'Who is the 
Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and besides, I will not let 
Israel go.' Then they said, 'The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go a three days' 
journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God, lest He fall upon us with 
pestilence or with the sword.' But the king of Egypt said to them, 'Moses and Aaron, why do you draw 
the people away from their work? Get back to your labors!'" (Exodus 5:1-4). 
 
The Pharaoh asks, "Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice..." he is not seeking information. He is 
simply ridiculing the whole notion that he would be even slightly inclined to listen to such a God or His 
spokesmen. He is far more concerned in getting the peoples' minds focused back on who is in charge and 
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that they better be getting busy.  
 
Pharaoh's refusal to obey the Lord comes from His arrogance, and his arrogance came from his 
ignorance. By the way, one can often find the same thing today as the source of the problem when men 
and women live in rebellion against the Lord. 
 
But for the sake of those who would honestly like to have Pharaoh's question, "Who is the Lord that I 
should obey His voice" answered, let's provide some answers. 
 
Almighty 
"And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound 
of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 'Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, 
reigns.'" (Revelation 19:6). The Greek word translated "almighty" in this verse is used some ten times 
with reference to God in the New Testament. It means to be "all powerful" or "omnipotent." God is able 
to do anything and everything that is consistent with His purpose, will, and righteous character. There 
are things that are impossible for men to do, but not God. Jesus said, "The things impossible with men 
are possible with God." (Luke 18:27). 
 
God's divine power is seen in the creation. As we look into our world and the universe around it, we see 
the things God has made. Not only did He fashion and form it, He called the very molecules of matter 
and created the very forces of energy into existence from nothing (Romans 1:18-20). Perhaps had 
Pharaoh known and accepted that He was dealing with the Creator of all things, he would have had more 
respect for the words of Moses and Aaron. Certainly the same can be said for man today. 
 
All Knowing 
"Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no 
one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been 
done, Saying,' My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure' (Isaiah 
46:9,10). 
 
There simply is nothing of which God is not aware. He knows from the beginning of a thing what the 
outcome will be. That which He proclaims to us concerning the past, present and future through His 
prophets is always accurate.  
 
God had even told Moses and Aaron what Pharaoh's reaction would be to the request, and to each of the 
plagues that would follow. He knew the very heart of Pharaoh. Perhaps if Pharaoh had not thought of 
himself as so smart, and Aaron and Moses as so backwards, he would have had greater respect for the 
Lord's word. Again, bringing the point home to the twenty-first century, men today need to have a 
greater appreciation for the wisdom of God. To mock His word and refuse to be guided by it is no better 
than Pharaoh, and the outcome will be just as totally disastrous. 
 
All Loving 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:16). If we only knew that Jehovah God was "almighty" and "all 
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knowing" it would be enough to respect what He has spoken. But there is more reason to do so. God has 
blessings for all those who fear Him from whatever nation on all the face of the earth.  
 
Peter came to recognize that God desires men and women of every nation to come to Him through His 
Son, Jesus. He said, "I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every 
nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him." (Acts 10:34-35). What an 
honor! The almighty, all knowing one desires to bless me and will welcome me to Him if I will fear Him 
and do what is right! He will not cast me out just because I am not of a certain nation, or because I am 
poor, or rich, or tall, or short. He will protect me and guide me to eternal blessings in His Son. And 
while those in the world are concerned about war and terror and ozone depletion and disease, fearful that 
these things may bring joy to an end, while I, too, am concerned, I know they cannot take away my 
greatest joy and my best victory; the eternal one!
 
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 14.4; April 2007
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 Psalm 8 – The Emotions of the Poet

 

“O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth…”  
 
There are at least two songs I’m aware of, built around this statement of praise. One is #90 Hymns for 
Worship, Revised. There is another rendition in Great Songs of the Church, #562, by Horatio Palmer 
(1874). It is also published in Alton Howard’s Sons of Faith and Praise, number 215. Thanks to my 
nephew, Jeremy Boyd, for this research. He is the “go to” guy for this kind of research.). 
 
In the 8th Psalm, there is very simple structure. David’s offers up this statement of praise, then 
immediately tells us why God is worthy of such praise: 
 
He has “set” His “glory above the heavens.” 
 
He has “ordained strength.” 
 
He has silenced the enemy and the avenger. 
 
Next, David takes us further into the excellence of God (vss. 3-5). David is so overwhelmed as he 
contemplates the creative work of God, he expresses his astonishment over God’s attention to man: 
“What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?” The point of this is 
not to downgrade man. This is a poetic and emotional expression of his astonishment of the vastness of 
the divine-made universe. 
 
Note this intriguing thing about Hebrew poetry that English-speaking people may not be familiar with: 
David visit two things side by side, that seem contradictory: the insignificance of man – but God’s 
mindfulness of man. This is what happens when the heart of man tries to take in all God has made. One 
is so overwhelmed, it may be difficult to state in academic, objective terms. 
 
Keep in the forefront, the theme: The excellence of God. Like a good preacher, David ends where he 
started: “O Lord, O Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth.” I need to make that more of a 
part of my personal devotion. How about you? 
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By Warren E. Berkley 
The Final Page 

From Expository Files 14.6; June 2007
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God Is Still God

Psalm 88

 
 
It has been observed in Bible resource books and commentaries, that the 88th Psalm is the most 
mournful of all the psalms. 
 
Barnes Commentary:  
This psalm is altogether of a mournful and desponding character. The author is a sufferer; he is 
expecting to die; he fears to die; he longs to live; his mind is overwhelmed with gloom which does not 
seem to be irradiated by one ray of hope or consolation. 
 
Adam Clarke: 
The earnest prayer of a person in deep distress, abandoned by his friends and neighbors, and apparently 
forsaken of God, 1-18. 
 
Matthew Henry: 
This psalm is a lamentation, one of the most melancholy of all the psalms; and it does not conclude, as 
usually the melancholy psalms do, with the least intimation of comfort or joy, but, from first to last, it is 
mourning and woe. 
 
Pulpit Commentary: 
This is the darkest, saddest psalm of all the Psalms. 
 
These conclusions do not represent just the first impression of these scholars. After much thought and 
study of Psalms 88, the typical commentary appraisal is it is entirely negative, totally given to the 
expression of grief and despair. 
 
True (if you haven't already, read it now), it seems to be a picture of un-alleviated misery, seldom found 
anywhere in the Scriptures. Often, in the book of Psalms, you will be able to find hope even in between 
statements of despair. In many of the Psalms there is lamentation and negative emotions honestly 
expressed, yet they are resolved by some statement of hope and trust. Not in Psalms 88, we may 
immediately conclude. 
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In Psalms 88, from verse 1 to the end of the chapter expresses the emotions of one who is writing from 
the pit, deep in despair. Even after you grant the writer literary license to use exaggerated poetic 
language, this poem cannot be lifted to any level of joy it seems. It is a continuous, bitter expression of 
one living deep in despair, sometimes with language that may seem to border on reproach against God. 
 
The study of this may in some ways be unpleasant but like all Scripture, there can be a positive result for 
us, as we explore the text and apply the message. 
 
The more I read Psalms 88, the greater my conviction, this was written by someone suffering from their 
own sin. {I'm going to show you how I arrived at this conclusion.} First, let's deal with this briefly. 
 
The heading above verse 1 associates this passage with the sons of Korah, and a contemplation of a man 
called "Heman the Ezrahite." Beyond this identification, we have no definite history to connect to the 
Psalm. There is no circumstance written elsewhere that sheds light on this that I am aware of. The sons 
of Korah were those descended from Korah - according to 2 Chron. 20:19, involved in musical 
composition. 
 
One of them was Heman, who according to 1 Chron. 6:33; 15:17, was a grandson of Samuel. He was 
named as a "seer" in 2 Chron. 29:14,30, and apparently took a leading part in worship services. All of 
this is interesting - but fails to provide specific insight that would help us with Psalms 88. 
 
That means our work in Psalms 88 depends mostly on the words - the content of the chapter, plus - the 
general Bible principles we take with us into the study of any passage. We take with us into this study 
what we have learned in Bible study outside of Psalms 88. What we know about God. What we know 
about humans. What we know about sin. 
 
We take all that truth with us into Psalms 88, hopefully, to determine the meaning and message. So let 
me say again - my conclusion is, Psalms 88 was written by someone suffering from his own sin. 
 
Notice, several statements in the passage and their accumulated impact: 
 
In Verse 1, the writer addresses Deity: "O Lord, God of my salvation." Whoever the writer was; 
whatever the personal context, the first thought in the opening sentence of the poem affirms two things: 
The writer needs salvation. The writer knows that only God can save him. Do not overlook the personal 
way this is expressed: The "God of my salvation." What has been called "the saddest of all the psalms," 
begins with this word of trust and hope; even if it be the only such statement in the chapter - The "God 
of my salvation." 
 
Next, I want us to look in verse 3, at the writer's grievance: "My soul is full of troubles." In this 
expression there is no complaint about some physical affection; and there is no claim that unforeseen 
circumstances are to blame. No direct evidence of being a victim of injustice. 
 
"My soul is full of troubles." This points to internal, spiritual trouble; turmoil of spirit having immediate 
impact on the inner man. In verse 5, the writer is "adrift among the dead." Now remember, we take with 
us into this study everything we have learned from the Bible outside of Psalms 88 - what we know about 
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God, about man, about sin! 
 
What is it that would cause someone's soul to be full of troubles and adrift among the dead? I know of 
only one thing: Sin! When Paul wrote to the Ephesians about what the gospel saved them from, he said, 
before they obeyed the gospel they were "dead in trespasses and sins," (Eph. 2:1). This leads me to 
believe Psalms 88 was written by one suffering under the guilt and bondage of his own sin - thus, "adrift 
among the dead." If I'm right about this by his choices to disobey God, he finds himself "adrift among" 
those who are spiritually dead. 
 
Verse 7: "your wrath lies heavy upon me." Let's ask ourselves - What is the wrath of God against? Is the 
wrath of God arbitrarily? Is the wrath of God unjust? For the answer, look at Romans 1:18 - "For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness." 
 
If you are suffering with some physical infirmity it cannot be affirmed that the cause is the wrath of 
God. If you are suffering as a victim, or suffering for righteousness' sake - It cannot be argued, the cause 
is the wrath of God. But, if you are violating God's law; if you are living in sin, doing the devil's will, the 
wrath of God lies heavy upon you. Col. 3:6 teaches, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience.  
 
Verse 14a: "Why do you cast off my soul?" Why would God cast off a soul? Given all we know of God, 
we do not believe He would cast off a soul arbitrarily. But God has said He will not overlook; He will 
not endorse or fellowship that which is evil. Hab. 1:13 teaches his eyes are too pure to look on evil, and 
He "cannot tolerate wrong." 
 
Then, also in verse 14: "Why do You hide Your face from me?" Again our question remains: Why 
would God hide His face from someone? Turn over to Isaiah 59:1,2. Isaiah is telling the people, why 
they no longer enjoy the favor of God. 
 
"Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 
but your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you 
so that he does not hear." (ESV, Isa. 59:1,2) 
 
God will hide His face from the sinner! Do you see why I believe this was written by one suffering from 
his own sin? 
 
I'm looking at each description of despair. I'm attempting to understand each phrase in harmony with 
everything else the Bible says about God, man and sin. And I'm giving force to the accumulated impact 
of all these phrases, set into the literary context of this poem. The writer's perspective is - One suffering 
from his own sin. 
 
What this teaches us should be obvious: The Bible teaches there is no problem that could invade your 
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life worse than sin! No illness or injury is as bad as sin. No suffering caused by injustice can bring into 
your life, the ruin sin can bring. There is no financial tragedy; there is no unforeseen tragedy as terrible 
as sin! Let me take you back into some of these statements in Psalms 88: Verse 4: "...a man who has no 
strength..." Verse 6: "...laid down in the lowest pit..." Also in verse 6: "...in darkness," (a common figure 
depicting evil or sin). 
 
Verse 8: "...an abomination..." 
 
Verse 15: "...I am distraught..." 
 
Verse 16: "...your fierce wrath 
has gone over me..." 
 
I read these statements and ask myself - What could cause this utter misery. And the only answer I can 
give is - Sin! The writer's perspective is - One suffering from his own sin. 
 
Back into the chapter, let me take us to verse 8, where the sinner says about his condition: "...I am shut 
up, and I cannot get out..." Here is something basic we must learn about sin. The Bible teaches - Sin is a 
personal problem we cannot solve on our own! We cannot save ourselves from sin on our own; through 
our own resolve and resources. This is the point made by Paul several times. 
 
Titus 3:5 - "not by works of righteousness which we 
have done." 
 
In 2 Tim. 1:9 - "not according to our works." 
 
Or in Eph. 2 - "not of works," and "not of yourselves." 
 
Once we begin to live outside of God's will - in that disobedience and the guilt of sin, we cannot fix that 
problem on our own! Thus the sinner says: "I am shut up, and I cannot get out." So my understanding is, 
Psalms 88 is designed to vividly show us the despair of one who lives in sin. The profound misery of the 
guilt of sin. Utterly forsaken; cut off; engulfed in darkness. "I am shut up, and I cannot get out." 
 
Is it true, there is no hope in the passage? 
 
Where is the hope? There seems to be such stress on the sorrow; such un-alleviated misery, no positive 
note can be found. I quoted Barnes earlier, who said "This psalm is altogether of a mournful and 
desponding character." 
 
I disagree; perhaps I disagree with most commentators in regard to this text. I think hope can be found in 
Psalms 88. Hope is discovered in one simple truth - God is still God! 
 
Let us not overlook the first verse. Observe how the psalm begins, by addressing the Lord, "God of my 
salvation." As bad as life was for the sinner God was still God, and the sinner was addressing God; 
crying out to Him, "day and night!" 
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Arguments can be made as to how close the sinner was to full repentance. But there is no question: he 
acknowledged the Lord as the God of his salvation, and he cried out to Him day and night. 
 
Then, let me take us to verses 10-12, where you'll find a series of questions. Whatever literary 
interpretation one might assign to the questions, they strongly imply the truth about who God is. 
 
"Do you work wonders for the dead? 
Do the departed rise up to praise you? Selah 
Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, 
or your faithfulness in Abaddon? 
Are your wonders known in the darkness, 
or your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?"  
(Psa. 88:10-12) 
 
Let me say again, whatever literary interpretation one might give to the questions and their intent in the 
emotions of the writer, they strongly imply the truth about who God is. 
 
Notice: 
 
God is able to work wonders. 
 
He can raise the dead. 
 
He is worthy of praise. 
 
God has this quality - Lovingkindness. 
 
God is faithful, and God is righteous! 
 
In whatever state of despair the writer might be describing, he denies none of these truths about who 
God is! Remember - the writer begins with the affirmation that God is the God of His salvation. The 
writer suffers from the guilt of his own sin. But he knows who God is, and even in his despair -maintains 
clear concepts of who God is. 
 
All of which leads me to this point for us today à Who God is, does not change! We change. We sin; 
hopefully we repent; those are changes. Sin is a change in the wrong direction. Repentance, change in 
the right direction. We change. But before we sin, after we sin; whether we repent or not - - God is still 
God; and He is the God of our salvation. 
 
I'd like for us to notice one more thing in Psalms 88. Given the assumption, that the writer is suffering 
from his own sin, it is noteworthy - enough awareness of God remained for him to call upon God. In 
verse 1: "I have cried out day and night before You." In verse 2: "Let my prayer come before You; 
Incline Your ear to my cry." Whatever the writer's state of mind - he knew enough of God, to continue 
his struggle toward the God of his salvation. 
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Conclusion: 
 
There is no kind of suffering equal to the ravages of sin. No physical problem; no financial problem; no 
lost relationship; no tragedy or fear of unforeseen trouble. There is nothing as bad as sin. 
 
We cannot rescue ourselves from the peril of sin. It is not in man that walks, to direct his own steps (Jer. 
10:23). We must look to God - regarding Him as the God of our salvation, willing to accept what He 
offers in Christ. 
 
Today, to all who live in sin, God remains the God of our salvation. The story of the salvation He 
provides today is - the gospel. 
 
The best way I know to end this study is to call to our attention the gospel of Christ. You do not have to 
live in sin. You have to recognize that you have sinned. But the message of the gospel is you do not have 
to live in sin! 
 
Nobody needs to experience the misery described in Psalms 88. If you know who Christ is, what He did 
- and you believe in Him - no reason to live in the deep pit of sin; no reason to let disobedience to God 
ruin your life. If you are willing to act on your belief in Christ - in obedience to the gospel - you can be 
raised from that ugly pit out of sin, and into Christ.
 

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 14.7; July 2007
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God Is Worthy 

 
The Bible says that "God is love." (1 John 4:8). This is not only a fact so stated in these words of 
inspiration, but it has also been demonstrated in a powerful way; God gave His Son for the world so that 
we might have hope. There is a problem though. Some have interpreted the statement "God is love" to 
mean that "all God is is love." In other words, God is one dimensional and has no other characteristics at 
all. 
 
Because of this many feel that they can all but ignore God's will for their lives - that they can set aside 
whatever spiritual and moral laws He has given as it suits them. After all, God is love - He could not 
possibly condemn me or hold me accountable as a transgressor of His Law. 
 
This is a dangerous attitude to have and is built on a false premise. Yes, "God is love" - He has already 
proven that to us - but He is not only love. He has other characteristics as well. He demands respect and 
reverence from us. He does hold us accountable for our actions (Heb. 10:26-27; 31). It is a tragic 
mistake to treat God's will in a trivial fashion. The Scriptures say, "Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked. Whatsoever a man sows, this he will also reap." (Gal. 6:7). One day we will each stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ where we will be recompensed for the things we have done; good or bad (2 
Cor. 5:10). Yes, God is love, and in Him there is eternal hope. But He will not be mocked. 
 

By Jon W. Quinn  
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 14.8   August 2007

 

 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-god-is-worthy.htm (1 of 2)9/11/2007 11:18:40 AM



God Is Worthy 

 

http://www.bible.ca/

http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-god-is-worthy.htm (2 of 2)9/11/2007 11:18:40 AM

http://www.bible.ca/ef/ef.map
http://www.bible.ca/


The Claims of Jesus 

The Claims of Jesus 

Who was Jesus. No one has made claims for himself like Jesus, and no one has had others to make 
claims in his behalf like those made about Jesus by those who knew Him. 
 
Some have tried to say Jesus was a good moral teacher or maybe even a prophet from God on the same 
level as Moses, Mohammed and others. Others say He was a "new age" guru of some sort. If we 
seriously consider the claims Jesus made for himself, we can see that these options are not possible. 
Either Jesus is God in the flesh, the Creator, Savior and Judge of all mankind for all times or he is the 
greatest deceiver that ever lived. There is no middle ground. 
 
My Father and I 
"But He answered them, 'My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.' For this reason 
therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, 
but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God." (John 5:17,18). Jesus said 
"My Father", not "Our Father". For speakers of English in the 21st century, this does not sound unusual, 
but Jesus was speaking to Jews in the first century so they would understand a deeply significant claim 
Jesus was making. By saying "My Father", He claimed to have a special relationship with God unique to 
Him alone. Jesus is the "only begotten from the Father" (John 1:14).  
 
Those who heard Jesus knew exactly what He was saying, and did not like it at all! They understood that 
Jesus was claiming equality with Go and Jesus does not seek to correct them. Unfortunately, they do not 
accept His claim to do was work like no other person has ever claimed. (John 5:21). 
 
To Honor Jesus as We Honor God 
"...so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father who sent Him. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who 
sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life." (John 
5:23-24). The Jews were wanting to kill Jesus because He was claiming to be equal to God. They 
thought Him guilty of blasphemy. Never once did He suggest that they had misunderstood His words. 
Instead, He claimed that He was to be honored exactly as the Father is honored. This would have 
outraged those who were already very angry. But note: it is right to give the same honor to Jesus as we 
give to the Father 
 
The Judge of All 
"For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son." (John 5:22). What a 
claim! To be the judge of all humanity! Is this claim true or not? But wait, there is more! Jesus said, "For 
just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-the-claims-of-jesus.htm (1 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:40 AM



The Claims of Jesus 

gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for an 
hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who 
did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 
judgment." (John 5:26-29).  
 
If these claims are false, Jesus was the greatest liar or completely crazy. If these claims are true, we must 
follow every word He said!  
 
The Scriptures Spoke of Him 
"You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify 
about Me..." (John 5:39). Jesus claimed that He was the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies of the 
coming Messiah. What was prophesied of concerning the Messiah? He was (and is) the everlasting and 
light of the world; the Redeemer and the Servant. What sane man in all of history has ever made claims 
like this? 
 
To Know Jesus is to Know God 
"So they were saying to Him, 'Where is Your Father?' Jesus answered, 'You know neither Me nor My 
Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.'" (John 8:19; see also John 14:8,9). The 
ramifications of this statement are similar to the other claims which Jesus made. To know God, we must 
focus on Jesus. Otherwise, we cannot know God.  
 
"I Am"  
"Jesus said to them, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.' Therefore they picked 
up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple." (John 8:58-59) 
 
This was a clear reference to the time when Jehovah appeared to Moses at the burning bush. The Jews 
would not misunderstand the significance of these words and sought to kill Him for blasphemy in taking 
Jehovah's self-designation upon Himself. (Exodus 3:13,14) 
 
Worship Jesus 
"And he said, 'Lord, I believe.' And he worshiped Him." (John 9:38). Jesus accepted worship of Himself. 
He also pointed out such would be wrong if He were not God, and yet He often accepted worship from 
others and never forbade such. By accepting that which He taught belonged only unto God, He was 
making yet another claim at equality with God (Matthew 4:10; cf. Matthew 14:33; 28:9). If He were not 
God, then the righteous thing to do would be to reject worship of Himself and rebuke those who offered 
it to Him, the way others did (Acts 10:25,26; 14:12-18; Revelation 19:10).  
 
Jesus is Equal With God 
"I and the Father are one." The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered them, "I 
showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" The Jews 
answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a 
man, make Yourself out to be God." (John 10:30-33).  
 
The word translated "one" (Greek = hen) means to be of one essence or nature. The Pharisees 
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understood what He meant but they refused to consider if His claims were true. They were going to 
stone Him to death according to the penalty for blasphemy in the Law of Moses (Leviticus 24:16). 
 
Do you believe Jesus, or not? An honest person would not make the claims He made if they were not 
true. A liar would not come up with the moral teachings of Jesus, and why would a fraud go to 
Jerusalem, knowing he would be killed? A crazy person would not be in complete control of Himself in 
every situation as Jesus was. The Sermon on the Mount is not the words of a crazy man.  
 
Jesus made great claims. We believe that His claims must be true. His empty tomb suggests likewise. "...
who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit 
of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord..." (Romans 1:4).

 
By Jon W. Quinn 

From Expository Files 10.12 , December  2003
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And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were frightened, saying, "It is a ghost!" And 
they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid." And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the 
water." And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward 
Jesus. But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save 
me!" And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "O you of 
little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they got into the boat, the wind stopped. 
 
God comes to us, or rather, He's there when trouble arises, and it is hard for us to recognize Him. The 
men on the boat said, "It is a ghost!" We say things like, "Perhaps it's all in my head." God may say, 
"Don't worry, it is I" and yet we still won't be sure. Like Peter, we often say, "Lord, if it is you...." 
Perhaps not in those exact words, but in words of our own. The point is that we are naturally creatures of 
doubt and question even God. Here, Peter requests of Jesus, "If it is you, command me to..." Can we ask 
the same formula and get results? Yes. God is for us (Rom. 8:31) and wants us to know Him (Jn 17:3) 
and grow (Eph. 4:15; 1 Pt. 2:2). Jesus said, "Yes" to Peter's request. Jesus will say yes to our request 
when the request is to come to Him. Jesus says, "Come" even over seemingly impossible circumstances.  
 
Notice that Jesus never moves, and Peter comes to Him. We can be like Peter, taking great steps forward 
to trust in God, but for most its not long before doubt takes over and we look away. No wonder we sink 
when we look away. Peter walked on water to come to Jesus. What do we have to walk over to come to 
Jesus? Selfishness, pride, and other sins. We are all like Peter, starting off with the greatest of intentions. 
Jesus says "Come," and we step off the familiar, the firm, the supportive, the comfortable, and walk to 
Him. However, like another aspect of Peter, we get side tracked and look at external things that don't 
matter much. When we see the wind and the waves it is because we have taken our eyes off Jesus.  
 
When we are walking to Jesus, what do we have to fear? We walk toward Him, because we trust in His 
providential care. He said elsewhere not to care about things of this world (Matt. 6:31). Peter looked at 
the things of this world and started to sink. Have you ever started to sink because you were looking at 
the things of the world? I have.  
 
We can be like Peter in another way when we look up to Jesus and say, "Lord save me!" However, we 
often are the ones who turn our backs on Jesus and swim back to the boat, ready to give it another try. 
How many times do we have to do that before we discover that Jesus us standing right there and all we 
have to do is reach out and up to Him and He will lift us up? How often do we want to swim away 
instead because of shame! It is those who are ashamed that Jesus wants. It is those who have tried their 
own way and failed that He wants. It is the broken hearted, those who admit their weaknesses, and are 
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honest with themselves, about themselves that He wants. Why do we not see that Jesus has His hand 
outstretched to lift us up? When we figure out that He is standing there to help us and not sink us, we 
can look to Him for help. Jesus lifts us up and gives us encouraging words... "You don't have to doubt." 
We don't have to doubt God. It's our own choice. We can choose to rely on God, or we can choose to 
swim away. But whatever we choose, God is standing there, arms outstretched, ready to receive us, and 
ready to stop the wind and the waves.  
 

By Steve Quillian 
From Expository Files 7.11; November 2000 
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A King - Therefore, A Kingdom

 
From the very beginning of the Hebrew epistle the writer repeatedly states that Jesus Christ has become 
king. Not that he was a king; not that he will become king someday. The gospel truth is, Jesus Christ has 
become king. Peter announced this on the day of Pentecost and it remains true today. Jesus Christ is the 
King, seated at the right hand of God (Acts 2:29-37). Notice: 
 
Heb. 1:8 -- to the Son God said: "your throne, o God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is 
the scepter of your kingdom." 
Heb. 2:9 -- Jesus is said to be "crowned with glory and honor." 
Heb. 3:6 -- Jesus is "a son over his own house, whose house are we ..." 
Heb. 12:2 -- after Jesus endured the cross, he "sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." 
 
Now it doesn't require great scholarly judgment for us to see this. If Jesus has been made the king; If He 
ascended into heaven to the right hand of God, to rule as king - there is a present kingdom, over which 
He rules! 
 
Indeed, there is a kingdom that presently exists and Heb. 12:28 declares this is "a kingdom which cannot 
be shaken." The old Jewish system had been shaken. The Jewish theocracy had been shaken. The devil 
was shaken (Heb. 2:14). The writer says to his Hebrew brethren: you are part of something that cannot 
be shaken! (Think about what a statement of encouragement this must have been to those persecuted 
Jewish Christians who took this.) 
 
Here is the kingdom Daniel prophesied of in Dan. 2:44 when he spoke of a "kingdom which will never 
be destroyed... It will itself endure forever..." Those who obey the gospel are delivered from the 
darkness of sin, and "translated ...into the kingdom of the son," (Col. 1:13). Have you obeyed the 
gospel? Are you a citizen in this eternal kingdom?

By Warren Berkley 
The Final Page 

From Expository Files 6.6; June 1999 
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Is Jesus Whatever You Want Him To Be?

 

Greetings and welcome to the second issue of volume two. We hope you'll be pleased with what you 
find. We'd like to ask that you help spread the word about EF by telling others about us. Randy 
Reynolds has written our Special Topic article this month; "What The Bible Says About Christ." Randy 
has made use of a Life Magazine article that appeared several months ago. A brother in Christ had 
brought me the magazine to read some time ago. It is amazing that so many people could have such 
varying ideas about Jesus. They seem to have made Him into whatever suits them.

What occurs to me is that this is the same thing men have always done with God. In the beginning God 
created man in His own image; but ever since then man has taken it upon himself to refashion his 
concepts of God according to his own designs and desires. Ancient man did this by creating false gods 
which resembled mixtures of man and animals, and then religious rituals that were more sensual than 
spiritual. But the idols of the ancients could offer no hope; they were dead. Their modern counterpoints 
are no more alive. These false concepts of Jesus only serve to keep men and women from the Savior.

So, "no thank you" to the modern heathen and their demeaning concepts of the Lord Jesus Christ. May 
they wake up from their madness before they lose their souls for which Jesus died. May they find the 
new and living way opened by the resurrection of Christ. And may God equip our readers with the 
courage, faith and zeal it takes to take the gospel to a lost world. 
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 2.2; February, 1995
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Isaiah 9:6

What's in a Name? 

(Isaiah 9:6)

 
Some time ago there was a big ruckus in the legal world concerning "truth in advertising". For example, 
if a product called itself a "pain reliever", then it had to relieve pain. What a concept! Yet sometimes we 
hear the expression, "What's in a name?" because we know that some things aren't always what they're 
called. Take my name, Ezekiel, for example. It means literally, "God strengthens". However for many 
years that was not what I believed. I lived 33 years trying to get my strength from my own devices rather 
than from where my name says it comes from. Only after God's grace was poured out on me did I realize 
how true my moniker is!  
 
Let's consider the name of One whose purpose was determined before the beginning of time. The 
prophet Isaiah told his people in Isaiah 9:6 That someday a Child would be born. One whose name 
would symbolize the many wonderful aspects of His character. "For a child will be born to us, a son will 
be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace." 
 
God's prophet foretold that this coming One would give us guidance. He calls Him "Wonderful 
Counselor". The Hebrew word for wonderful is one that is used for the extraordinary or the miraculous, 
literally full of wonder. "Counselor" was used in terms of a king who guided his people through the 
consultation of trusted advisors. Thus we have One who would guide through extraordinary, wonderful 
counsel. Paul the apostle extols the wonder of Jesus in 1 Tim. 3:16: "And by common confession great is 
the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, beheld by 
angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory." As for the quality of 
His counsel, Paul tells us that in Him (Jesus) "are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge." (Col. 2:3). Truly Jesus fulfills this as He guides us even today through His Word. All one 
has to do is take a look at the changed lives that result from heeding His advice. 
 
Next Isaiah says this coming One would be called "Mighty God". The term reveals that not only would 
He be all-powerful (mighty), but He would also be God Himself! In other words, He would not just have 
the power of God, He would be the God of power! Paul relied on the God of power when he wrote, "I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." (Phil 4:13) in the midst of extreme adversity. We 
too can lean on this awesome power when we are faced with distress of any kind. 
 
Isaiah then calls the coming One "Eternal Father" linking Him conclusively with God who "inhabits 
eternity" as spoken of in Is. 57:15. In fact, when the Jews proudly told Jesus that they could trace their 
ancestral roots back to Abraham, Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 
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AM." (John 8:58) The Jews were infuriated and prepared to stone Jesus because such a statement made 
Him equal with the God who gave His name as "I AM" to Moses in Ex. 3:14. The Hebrew writer 
reminds us that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever." (Heb. 13:8). 
 
Finally Isaiah describes the coming Messiah as the "Prince of Peace". One of the many meanings of the 
Hebrew word "prince" (Shar) is "administrator". Since it's evident that Jesus didn't come to end all wars, 
the peace He came to administer must have a deeper significance. Peace means literally "joining 
together" and this is exactly what Paul meant when he wrote, "We have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." (Rom. 5:1). It was Jesus' voluntary, vicarious sacrifice for our sins that made this 
peace possible as in Is. 53:5 "But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are 
healed." (NIV) He is the One who made peace with God possible and He is the One who keeps us in that 
peace! 
 
The wonderful majesty of the names of Christ doesn't end there. Matthew tells us that Jesus fulfills the 
prophecy, "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us." (Matt. 1:23). John the apostle writes that "..the 
Word was God" and that "..the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." (John 1:1, 14) Before He 
ascended to heaven, Jesus promised, "..I am with you always, even to the end of the age." (Matt. 28:20) 
What a thrill to know that the author of our salvation is near when we need Him! 
 
Perhaps the most wonderful name He possesses is that which we call Him by, "Jesus". The name means 
"God is my salvation" and was given to Jesus as an infant because "..it is He who will save His people 
from their sins." (Matt. 1:21) Without Him and His work on the cross, we would surely have no hope! 
So, what's in a name? To the many who are being saved by the One who wears the name above all 
names, the answer is "Everything!" Now the question Jesus asks comes to you, "Who do you say that I 
am?" (Matt. 16:15). Well, what do you say?

By Zeke Flores 
From Expository Files 11.4, April, 2004 
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Matthew 10:32-33 - Everyone Who Shall Confess Me - Jesus

Everyone Who Shall Confess Me 

(Matthew 10:32-33)  

Discipleship is not a secret to be kept. Belief in and loyalty to Jesus as Lord implies using our lives as 
dynamic confessions of our faith in Him. Jesus simply and bluntly said that the consequences of denying 
Him will be that He will deny us. He will not lie to the Father in our behalf. He will deny that we are His 
disciples on the day of judgment if, in deed, we are not, even though we may have pretended to be when 
it had been convenient to do so. 
 
Jesus said, "Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My 
Father who is in heaven. But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father 
who is in heaven." (Matthew 10:32,33). 
 
Jesus invites us to come after Him, but to do so we must be willing to deny self, pick up our cross, and 
follow Him (Luke 9:23). Consider some of the aspects of "confessing Jesus" as they relate to 
discipleship. 
 
Whom Should We Confess? 
"Everyone therefore who shall confess Me..." (Matthew 10:32a). 
 
Jesus Christ is the center, the foundation and the substance of our confession. He is the exalted king and 
reigning Lord. His word alone rules our lives. 
 
In all of our activities, teaching and words, we acknowledge His supremacy as our sole authority. His 
doctrine is our doctrine, and we have no other. Our plea is not "I think" or "it seems to me" or "I just 
know in my heart" but rather, "The Lord says..." or "It is written..." or "The Scriptures teach...". This 
keeps us safe from making mistakes (Jeremiah 10:23). 
 
Neither do we appeal to a religious party. It is not a matter of "us" versus "them". "My church teaches 
such and such, what does your church teach?" is really the wrong emphasis for determining what is 
right. Rather, we appeal to the authority of Christ (1 Corinthians 1:10). 
 
We do not appeal to a human creed. We do not believe that there is any profit in such lists of beliefs, but 
much damage can result from them. Division after division has occurred because men were not content 
to let Christ's word alone be our sole authority, as it was meant to be (Matthew 15:9). 
 
What is truth and what is error, what is right and what is wrong, what is righteous and what is sin, has 
already been determined by the One we confess. Not by preacher, elder, parent, friend or religious 
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leader, but by Jesus. 
 
Peter confessed to Jesus, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God" and "Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have the words of eternal life." (Matthew 16:16; John 6:68). Paul said, "For this reason I also 
suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He 
is able to guard that which I have entrusted to Him until that day." (2 Timothy 1:12). Let your 
confession, too, be of Jesus. 
 
Before Whom Should We Confess Him? 
"...who shall confess Me before men..." (Matthew 10:32b). 
 
Our confession of Jesus is to be made before others. It is for them to both see and hear. But before what 
kind of men? 
 
a). Before other disciples. This is referred to as "edification" in the Scriptures. It is one of the purposes 
of our coming together as a church (1 Corinthians 14:3,12,19,31; Ephesians 4:15,16). It is also on an 
individual level that we encourage and build up one another (Ephesians 4:29).  
 
b). Before the world. This is referred to as evangelism" and is often emphasized in the Scriptures. Jesus 
said we are to "let our light shine before men" (Matthew 5:16) and Paul told disciples to prove 
themselves "blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world." (Philippians 2:15).  
 
If we become fearful, and refuse to make this confession of Jesus before His enemies, we will fail to be 
His disciples. It happened even during His walk here (John 12:42,43). Do not allow the world to 
intimidate you into silence. 
 
How Should We Confess Him? 
"...confess Me before men..." (Matthew 10:32). 
 
There are two main forms that this confession takes, and both are vitally important to our walk of faith. 
 
a). With our mouths . We speak to others about Jesus. First, there is the initial confession we make after 
we have come to believe that Jesus is God's Son and prior to our baptism into Him; "...that if you 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you shall be saved" and "...and he answered and said, 'I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God." (Romans 10:9; Acts 8:37). 
 
Also, in our daily walks of life as disciples, we speak to others of Jesus. As disciples of the first century 
went from place to place, they "went about preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). We find them doing so 
privately and publicly, in the market place, in homes, by the side of the sea, in court rooms, at 
synagogues, and in prison, and were commended in the Scriptures of the Lord for doing so (1 
Thessalonians 1:8). 
 
b.) With our deeds . Some might occasionally speak of Jesus, but deny Him at the same time by their 
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own unChristlike actions. On one occasion, Jesus asked, "Why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord' and not do 
the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46). Their actions were not consistent with what they claimed to 
believe with their mouths. The Scriptures say, "Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who 
practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; and the one who practices sin is of the devil; 
for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God has appeared for this purpose, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil/" (1 John 3:7). 
 
Why We Should Confess Christ 
"I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever shall deny Me before men, I 
will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven." (Matthew 10:32b,33). 
 
Jesus Christ is our greatest benefactor. We ought to be grateful enough to acknowledge His precious 
gifts by our daily confession. On one occasion, Jesus used nine men He had cleansed of leprosy as 
negative examples. After having been healed, they did not return to glorify God or express appreciation. 
By neglecting doing the thing they should have done and saying the things they ought to have said, they 
failed to be what they ought to have been (Luke 17:11-19). What a vivid contrast their example is with 
the confessing man who had been born blind but that Jesus had healed (John 9:19-23; 24-34). 
 
Another good reason to confess Jesus is so that we may hear Him confess us before the Father's throne 
one day. But if we deny Him, then He will deny us (Matthew 10:33). What do you want to hear 
concerning yourself from Jesus' mouth on the day of judgment? Confession or denial? The choice is 
yours. 
 

 By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 11.3, March, 2004
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Luke 19:1-10 - Jesus Sought Zacchaeus

Jesus Sought Zacchaeus

Luke 19:1-10

 
“Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who 
was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of 
the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, 
for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and 
said, ‘Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.’ So he made haste 
and came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, ‘He has 
gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.’ Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord, 
I giver half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I 
restore fourfold.’” And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a 
son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost’” (Luke 19:1-10). 
 
Jesus was the hero of this crowd from Galilee as they were on their way to the Passover. But here He 
had shocked the disciple’s sensibilities and those of the people of Jericho by inviting Himself to be the 
guest of Zacchaeus: a chief publican who didn’t have the best reputation. This Zacchaeus desired to see 
Jesus, and although that’s commendable, the idea of it is surpassed by the fact that Jesus wanted to see 
him! 
 
Not only did Jesus want to see Zacchaeus, he would stay with him as well; for He said, “I must stay at 
your house today” (v. 5). Why was Jesus looking for Zacchaeus? because “the Son of Man had come to 
seek and to save that which was lost” (v.10). The crowd all murmured just moments before; they 
complained that Jesus was going to be a guest with a man who is a sinner! But who else needs salvation 
other than a sinner? 
 
“Just who is a good prospect for the gospel of Christ?” I have to admit, I find myself culling some 
prospects out, thinking, “They won't respond.” Perhaps there is a tendency for all of us to exclude those 
who don't have the same lifestyle as us, or the same moral standards, but who did Jesus consider to be a 
good prospect? Perhaps in Zacchaeus, we see that He appealed to those whom we wouldn’t consider as 
“religious minded people.” 
 
Jesus taught this lesson before, as is recorded in Luke 14:12-14: At that time He also said to him who 
invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, 
nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite 
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for 
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you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” This passage shows that we should reach beyond 
those we might usually think of as "good prospects." 
 
Zacchaeus was a tax collector who was hated by his own people for reportedly being a thief and for 
being allied with the Romans. Yet, Jesus saw potential in this man. "And when Jesus came to the place, 
he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must 
stay at your house" (Luke 19:5). Don’t you think that Jesus’ concern paid off? Zacchaeus repented and 
followed Jesus! 
 
What do we see when we meet people? Do we look first to see whether they are "like us" before we try 
to teach them the gospel or invite them to the services of the church? Or do we see a soul that needs 
salvation? Do we simply see them as they are, with sin and immorality, or do we see what they can 
become? Do we really have faith in the power of the gospel? It is God’s power unto salvation (Romans 
1:16). 
 
What do you see when you meet someone who is not a Christian? Maybe this is the greater lesson of 
what is recorded in Luke 19. The interesting thing is that the scriptures don’t reveal much about 
Zacchaeus’ intentions on that day. It simply says that, “he sought to see who Jesus was” (v.3), not 
necessarily to listen to His teaching, or obtain anything from Him, but merely to see who he was. "What 
sort of person was this Jesus, about whom there was so much speculation, and after whom such crowds 
were following?" Curiosity may have been Zacchaeus’ only motive. 
 
Maybe there is one that is just curious to find out more about Jesus, will you hinder their chances to do 
so? Let us always be people who are diligently seeking God, and let us never be guilty of standing in the 
way of others who wish to do the same, but instead; let’s help them to come to know Jesus: “For the 
grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men” (Titus 2:22). 
 

By John Hagenbuch 
 From Expository Files 11.1; January, 2004
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Born Unto You 
 Luke 2:8-14 

Luke 2:8-14 “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 
And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
 
Unknown and insignificant to many, the shepherd’s life was one of hardship and isolation. It was a job 
that paid meager wages, a job without glory and little recognition. Being a shepherd was not a career 
choice. In a society such as Israel’s, somebody must watch the sheep. As a result, the poor man was able 
to carve his notch in society by hiring himself out to render this service to other men. 
 
The hills of Judea were the work place of the shepherds. The soil was rocky, the hills and mountains 
were rugged and treacherous. The terrain was filled with wildlife from which the sheep must be 
shielded. Judea was hot in the summer and cold in the winter, cold enough at night to take the sheep out 
of the fields and place them into the folds. Being a shepherd was not necessarily back-breaking work, 
but it was certainly a lonely life almost sure to end in financial poverty. 
 
God chose this class of men to be the first recipients of the greatest tidings ever revealed unto man kind. 
Was this a mistake? Could the angel have mistakenly delivered the message to the wrong people? There 
was no mistake. Unlike most monarchs, Jesus was a King for the people. “to all people.” The angle from 
the Lord delivered the message with pinpoint accuracy to those for whom it was intended, the people. 
The angel revealed "unto you a child is born." The Sovereign of the universe would come and be born to 
the people. The king would not be born within the walls of a royal palace, but rather in a barnyard stall 
where He could experience from the first day, the life of the people for which He came to save; the 
humble, the poor in spirit, the meek. 
 
What happened next I like to refer to as the poor man’s concert. They, smelled like sheep, they were 
unshaven, dirty, and wearing their working clothes, yet these unsuspecting shepherds of Judea were the 
only guests invited to this heavenly concerto. A heavenly host proclaimed the praises of God for what 
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was revealed to man. The peace that comes by knowing the Savior... now revealed. The love and 
goodwill that God bestowed on that day will never have its glory repeated. For on that day we, the 
people, were given the Gift of God. Emmanuel. We should give thanks for the birth of the Savior who is 
Christ the Lord. For without His birth, there could be no death and without His death, He could not 
become the firstborn from the dead. Oh how great the salvation in Jesus! How generous the grace of 
God who made it possible for all people to be saved through faith. 
 
Perhaps you feel as unknown and as insignificant as a nameless shepherd in Judea. Be assured the Lord 
knows who you are. And though we never hear with our mortal ears the heavenly host praising God, on 
the day of your obedience to the gospel call, the heavenly chorus burst forth in songs of joy for the next 
measure of the poor man’s concert.

By Kenneth R. Peden 
From Expository Files 10.11; November, 2003
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He Can Raise The Dead!

John 11:1-44

 
Though he was loved and cared for by dear friends and relatives, Lazarus of Bethany was sick and 
dying. Jesus was told of his friend's serious condition but continued His work teaching. Then Jesus said, 
"our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up," (Jno. 11:11). His disciples thought Lazarus 
was simply sleeping and would be all right. They said, "…if he sleeps he will get well." But John adds, 
"Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep," (Jno. 
11:12,13)."Then Jesus said to them plainly, 'Lazarus is dead'." (Jno. 11:14). Jesus was glad He wasn't 
there at the point of death, for the sake of His disciples. He intended to raise Him and His purpose was to 
supply another sign as evidence for belief (Jno. 11:15). 
 
When Jesus came, Lazarus "had already been in the tomb four days," (v.17). In Bethany, mourners were 
already gathered and comfort was extended to his sisters, Martha and Mary. Martha greeted Jesus, 
saying to Him: "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 
whatever You ask of God, God will give you," (vss.21,22). Jesus said, "Your brother will rise 
again," (v.23). Martha replied: "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day," (v.24). 
Jesus said to her: "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall 
live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe?" (vss.25,26). Martha 
confessed, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world," (v.27). 
 
Next, Mary approached the Lord, repeating what Martha had initially said: "…if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died," (v.32). Jesus saw her and the other mourners and was overcome by the 
touching sight. "Jesus wept," (v.35). The Jews saw in Jesus the depth of his care for Lazarus and noted: 
"See how He loved him!" (v.36). 
 
But the same frustration was expressed again: "Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, 
also have kept this man from dying?" (v.37). 
 
Jesus came to the tomb and said, "Take away the stone." Though warned of postmortem stench, Jesus 
showed no hesitation. "Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of 
God?" (vss. 39,40). 
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"Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His 
eyes and said, 'Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear Me, but 
because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.' Now 
when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, 'Lazarus, come forth!' And he who had died 
came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, 'Loose him, and let him go'." (Jno. 11:41-44) 
 
There was the day when Jesus let a man die. But there was another day when He said, "Lazarus, come 
forth!" The delay of Jesus is explained by His knowledge of His complete mastery over death. He knew 
He was the Resurrection and the Life. It is a remarkable story in so many ways. My present purpose is to 
emphasize one thing. Jesus has the power to give life, when it seems there is no hope. These miracles 
not only supply evidence but demonstrate truth. In this case, the power of Jesus to give life.  
 
He can give life to dead marriages. Some couples are legally married and perhaps their union is in 
keeping with God's law. No divorce or separation is contemplated, but the relationship is dying or dead. 
They share a house, deal with children, pay the bills, file a joint tax return and perhaps come to a church 
building together. Every appearance is, they are married. But there is no joy of companionship; no 
satisfaction. Beyond that, building  resentment and boredom. The answer is not divorce; don't put 
asunder that which God hath joined (Matt. 19:6). The answer is Christ. Both  
husband and wife need Christ. If they will both love and obey Christ, there is the strongest possible basis 
to resolve problems and nurture a loving and permanent relationship. Christ offers to dead marriages, 
pardon, love and law. Jesus has the power to raise a marriage from the dead. 
 
He can raise dead people, and that will happen someday. He said, "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is 
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth; those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 
condemnation," (Jno. 5:28,29). There are people everywhere who simply ignore this or anything else the 
Lord said. They have ears but do not hear. This says, the hour is coming when all will hear! The time is 
coming when "all who are in the graves will hear," and like Lazarus, they will come forth. But not all the 
dead will come forth to the same end. "Those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil, to the  
resurrection of condemnation." Jesus has this power. He can raise the dead, and this will happen 
someday. "All who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth." I need to hear His voice today. 
I need to listen to Him now, because someday I will hear Him and come forth – either to life or to 
condemnation. But ponder His promise: "He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live." 
 
He can lift sinners from the spiritual death of sin to life in Him. Here is the condition of accountable 
people prior to their obedience to the gospel: "dead in trespasses and sins." Paul wrote this: "And you He 
made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
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trespasses, made us alive  
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)," Eph. 2:1-5. The alien sinner lives on earth, but is 
dead in sin. The only way for the dead sinner to be brought back to life is to respond to Christ; to hear 
Him, believe on Him and act on that faith. 
 
"The miracles of raising from the dead which Jesus wrought were intended not only for the assuagement 
of human sorrow, but for the satisfying of human aspirations. He drew the attention away from the great 
work to the greater Worker. In him was life; and by his incarnation and sacrifice he brought the life of 
God to this world of sin and death."          J.R. Thomson, Pulpit Commentary  
 

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 10.11; February, 2003
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"In None Other Is There Salvation" 

Acts 4:12

 
"And in none other is there salvation; for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved." (Acts 4:12). This story begins in Acts 3:1, when Peter and John 
heal a lame man "in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth (3:5) at the door of the temple. Attracting a 
multitude, Peter had opportunity to preach Jesus (3:11-26). They were seized and brought before the 
high court of the Jews for interrogation (4:1-7). 

Peter's defense before the tribunal was to proclaim the power in Jesus' name, by which this lame was 
healed, but more importantly, by which all are saved from sin (4:8-12). From Peter's sermon (3:11-26), 
we note these facts pertaining to Jesus.  
 
1) He Is The Glorified Servant (13-18). The Jews crucified Jesus, but the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob - their God - glorified His Servant by raising Him from the dead. He was despised and rejected, 
bearing our griefs and afflictions which only we deserved because of our sin (Isa. 53:3-9). His sacrifice 
was no accident, nor the result of man thwarting heaven's will, but it was accomplishing God's eternal 
purpose to redeem sinful man in His Son: "Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief; when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand" (Isa. 53:10). Jesus was glorified because He 
accomplished what the Father sent Him to do - be a sacrifice for sin (John 17:4-5). 
 
2) He Is The Prophet Like Moses (22-24). Through Jesus, God speaks to us today (Heb. 1:2). His 
message can be known (John 8:32); Peter said, "to Him shall ye hearken" (3:22a). His word is complete, 
all-sufficient to accomplish its divine purpose; man must obey "in all things whatsoever he shall speak 
unto you" (3:22b; Isa. 55:10-11; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). And, His gospel is authoritative - those who don't 
"hearken" will be destroyed (3:23). It is God's power to save the sinner (Rom. 1:16; James. 1:21; 1 Pet. 
1:22-23). 
 
3) He Is The Seed Of Abraham (25-26). God promised Abraham He would bless all nations in his 
"seed" (Gen. 22:18). The inspired apostle Paul would later explain this as having reference to the 
blessings for mankind in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:16) - blessings which are a) universal - for "all the families 
of the earth (25a; Gal. 3:28); b) spiritual - "in turning away every one of you from your 
iniquities" (3:26); and c) conditional - because they were commanded to "repent... and turn again, that 
your sins may be blotted out" (3:19; cf. Acts 2:38). 
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God's assurance to us of our salvation in Christ is founded in the truth of His resurrection from the dead 
(26). This fact is substantiated by 1) The miracle worked on the lame man, confirming the truthfulness 
of the sermon preached (cf. Mk. 16:18, 20). 2) Eyewitness testimony (15). The apostles had seen the 
risen Savior (Acts 1:21-22). 3) The testimony of Old Testament scripture (24-25; cf. John 5:39). Truly, 
in none other is there salvation. Have you obeyed Him? 

By Dan Richardson 
From Expository Files 10.2, February, 2003
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"The Winds and the Waves Obey Him" 

Luke 8:22-25

 
During His short earthly ministry, Jesus performed many miracles. He healed the sick, cast out demons, 
and even raised the dead. However, next to raising the dead, one of the most spectacular of these 
miracles has to be His stilling of the tempest in Luke 8:22-25. I have never been through a hurricane or 
even a tornado, although I have experienced some fairly severe thunderstorms. But can you imagine 
during just such a storm what would happen if you and I stepped out, raised our arms to heaven, and 
said, "Peace, be still!"? Very likely, nothing would happen. But Jesus did exactly that, and the raging 
immediately stopped. The purpose of Jesus' miracles was to produce faith in Him by confirming His 
message as being from God. Sometimes they were done for the benefit of the multitudes, but other times 
primarily for the apostles, as it obviously must have been in this case. Notice their reaction. "Who can 
this be? For He commands even the wind and the water, and they obey Him?" (verse 25). Yet, the Bible 
also says  that these miracles were recorded so that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God. At the same time, there are some other applications that we might make of this account to our lives. 
 
The Storm 
We see the storm arise in verse 23. Such wind storms are very common on the Sea of Galilee. Their 
suddenness and fierceness were very troublesome to those who worked and traveled on the sea. This 
reminds us that, "Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble" (Job 14:1). Just as the 
disciples found themselves in the midst of a terrible storm, so we often face stormy trials and tribulations 
in life.  
 
Some of these storms are just the natural result of living on this sin-cursed earth. We may experience 
problems of physical health, as Paul did in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10. We will likely have to deal with the 
sorrow caused by the deaths of loved ones, as did Mary and Martha when their brother Lazarus died in 
John 11:17-35. And we may even suffer financial difficulties, as Lazarus in the story that Jesus told in 
Luke 16.19-21. 
 
Some of our storms that we face in life are the direct result of our faith as opposed by evil people, as did 
the apostles in Acts 5:40-42. "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution" (2 Timothy 3.12). At the same time, some of our storms may be the result of our own bad 
choices, mistakes, and sins. In 2 Samuel 12:9-14, David was told that he would suffer greatly as a result 
of his committing adultery with Bathsheba and having her husband killed. David repented of his sin and 
was forgiven, but he still had to come through many storms as a consequence of his behavior. Whatever 
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their cause, we can allow our storms either to make us bitter or make us better. 
 
Anxiety 
We see anxiety in verse 24. The storm created a situation where the apostles were in danger of 
drowning, and this produced anxiety in their minds. "Master, Master, we are perishing!" In like manner, 
the various storms that we face in life have the potential of causing anxiety or worry in our minds as 
well. Jesus warned about those who would allow the word to be choked by the cares of this life (Luke 
8:14). How can we learn to cope with such anxieties as they arise? To begin, we must learn to trust in 
God no matter what (Matthew 6:25-34). Even when it may seem that we lack even food  
and clothing, we must remember that God cares for us and will provide. This is not always an easy thing 
to do, but putting our lives completely in the hands of almighty God will help to cut down on worry. 
 
Next, we can learn from the example of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42). While Martha's worry may 
have been due to a different situation much different from the apostles' on the sea, still it was very real to 
her. This account reminds us that one thing we need to do in dealing with our anxieties is to put the most 
important things first in our lives. One other thing that we can do about anxiety is to pray. "Be anxious 
in nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God" (Philippians 4:6).  
 
"Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear, All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer." The reason why prayer is such an effective antidote to anxiety is that "...
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much" (James 5:16). 
 
Peace 
We see peace in verse 25. The apostles were facing a storm on the sea which created great anxiety in 
their hearts. However, when they came to Jesus they found peace. In fact, Jesus came to bring peace to 
mankind. "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give you ; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). Yet, before we can have peace in our own 
lives, we need to make sure that we are at peace with God. Sin separates us from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). 
When there is sin in our lives, we can never really be at peace; therefore, we need to obtain remission of 
sins (Matthew 26:28, Acts 2:38). Then, having been justified by faith, we can have peace with God 
(Romans 5:1). Then, we need to seek peace with others too. When I know that there is a problem 
between some other person and myself, it is hard for me to be at peace, so I should do whatever I can to 
correct it (Matthew 5:23-26, 18:15-17). Of course, we cannot control how others will respond to our 
efforts, but Paul tells us, "If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 
men" (Romans 12:17). And especially among our brethren we should "pursue the things which make for 
peace" (Romans 14:19). Then, when we know that we are right with God and have done everything in 
our power to make things right with others, we can be assured that "the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:7). Such peace 
is not the absence of conflict, because we shall have that as long as we are in this world. Rather, it is an 
attitude of equanimity that will sustain us even during the conflicts that we face. 
 
Conclusion 
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Sometime before 1874, Mary Ann Baker had lost both her parents to a terrible disease. Then her beloved 
brother became ill with the same disease and left their home in Chicago, IL, to seek healing in a warmer 
climate. Yet, he grew worse, and Mary Ann, who became ill and bedfast herself, could not go to him nor 
do anything to help him. So when she received word that he had died, she turned away from God in 
anger.  
 
However, after a while, her heart softened and her childhood faith returned to transform her from a 
rebellious woman to a more loving one. It was then that she wrote the following words, based on this 
story of Jesus but reflecting her own experience:

"Master, the tempest is raging! The billows are tossing high! 
The sky is o'ershadowed with blackness, No shelter or help is nigh; 
Carest Thou not that we perish? How canst Thou lie asleep, 
When each moment so madly is threatening A grave in the angry deep?"  
 
The answer that she learned and shared with others in this wonderful song is:

"The winds and the waves shall obey Thy will,  
Peace, be still!  
Whether the wrath of the storm-tossed sea,  
Or demons or men, or whatever it be,  
No water can swallow the ship where lies  
The Master of ocean, and earth, and skies; 
They all shall sweetly obey Thy will, Peace, peace be still." 

We shall all have to deal with such storms in our lives. We can either face them with God's help to 
overcome or without it to be overcome. To have the peace of God that will keep our hearts and minds 
through these storms, we need to obey the gospel that we might be saved from our sins and then strive to 
be faithful to the Lord all the days of our lives.

By Wayne S. Walker 
From Expository Files 10.2, February, 2003
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The Prologue Of The First Epistle Of John  

1 John 1:1-4

 
"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of Life – the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the 
Father and was manifested to us – that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
And these things we write to you that your joy may be full." (1 Jno. 1:1-4). 
 
Before going any further into this passage, begin with this simple fact: This is about Jesus Christ. 
Whatever the reader may consider to be difficult in the grammatical format or wording, it is clear the 
text is about Jesus Christ. When you focus on verses 1-4 as a unit, there can be no doubt this is about 
Him. John and the other apostles witnessed Him in the most direct manner. They proclaimed this truth to 
put people in position to believe and  obey the gospel to have fellowship with the Father. It was a source 
of joy for John to preach and write this message. It should be a source of joy for us to read this message, 
to begin and maintain the activity of faith and know the satisfaction of fellowship with God. 
 
The first two words of First John may seem awkward when judged by modern English conventions: 
"That which" (KJV, NKJ, NIV; "what was" in the updated NASB). The subject of this paragraph is not 
just the individual, Jesus Christ, but "that which" concerns Him. This includes His eternal existence, His 
manifestation to witnesses (incarnation), and the proclamation of that message. These propositions form 
the opening statement or  "prologue."  
 
Christ's eternal existence is affirmed by John, in the expression "was from the beginning." In harmony 
with this, Jesus Christ is "that eternal life which was with the Father." Jesus had an existence as deity 
before creation, during creation, from creation and currently! He is divine, eternal and uncreated. And 
this is exactly what the same writer affirmed in the earlier New Testament document: "In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made," (Jno. 1:1-3). {It 
is this writer's present understanding that "from the beginning" points to the eternal existence of Christ. 
For further study and in  the interests of fairness, the other view of this that is not altogether inconsistent 
with the context is, "from the beginning" refers to the beginning of the gospel (as in 2:7,24). This view is 
taught by F.F. Bruce in his words that follow. "The phrase 'from the beginning' in 1 Jno. 1:1 is best 
understood in the sense which it occasionally bears later in the epistle: for example, in 1 John 2:7, where 
John reminds his readers of the 'old commandment which you had from the beginning,' and in 1 John 
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2:24, where he urges them to adhere to 'what you heard from the beginning'." Guy N. Woods, on the 
other hand, says: "In our text 'from the beginning' points to that period before creation, and therefore into 
the eternity which precedes it. It is an affirmation of the eternal characteristics of the Lord and the 
attributes which He possesses." – The gospel & Epistles of John, F.F. Bruce, p#35. Commentary on First 
John, Gospel Advocate Series, p#210. While I believe Woods to be correct, I cannot label the former 
view as altogether false. It is true that from the beginning of the preaching of the gospel, the true nature 
of Christ was consistently proclaimed by the apostles.}  
 
His manifestation on earth is the next part of John's lead statement: "the life was manifested." This is 
commonly called the "incarnation." Deity became flesh and His presence on earth was directly 
witnessed by men like John who heard Him, saw Him and touched Him. He was not some sort of 
mystifying, shadowy apparition or phantom (as some Gnostics probably claimed). He had a real human 
existence here on the earth, a real death, actual burial – but was raised from the dead by God. It was vital 
for John to show that Jesus had an actual existence, that He came "in the flesh," (4:2, and see Jno. 1:14).  
 
This truth about the "Word of life" – when acted upon (see 1 Jno. 2:5) – brings fellowship with Deity to 
the respondent (the obedient believer). John reminds his readers: "that which we have seen and heard we 
declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His son Jesus Christ." Jesus (the Word of life) was preached by the apostolic witnesses and 
recorded in written form. The purpose was, to bring people into fellowship "with the Father and with His 
son Jesus Christ." When alien sinners (individuals alienated from God by their sin, see 1 Jno. 3:4), hear 
the message about Christ's incarnation, life, death, burial and resurrection – they are put in position to 
have their sin forgiven and enter into a relationship with deity. Initially and throughout life, this means 
the obedience of faith. "Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments," (1 
Jno. 2:3). Through your personal acceptance of the Word of life, you enter into a unity of faith and 
practice with children of God like the apostles of Christ. The basis of this is fellowship with God: "and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ." The apostolic witnesses and 
preachers like John did not declare the gospel message – just as a matter of information, or just as 
reformation, but chiefly restoration – bringing sinners back into fellowship with God (see also 1 Pet. 
3:18). 
 
The noblest and highest relationship you can have is fellowship with God. In order to have a right 
relationship with God, it is necessary to learn of Christ, the Word of life, and respond to Him who is 
righteous. "If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is 
born of Him," (1 Jno. 2:29).

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 9.12; December 2002 
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The Undesirable Jesus

Isaiah 53:3

 
Isaiah spake of one who had "no form nor comeliness"-"no beauty that we should desire him"-"despised 
and rejected of men", and "as one from whom men hide their face, he was despised and we esteemed 
him not" (Isaiah 53). It may shock some to learn that this is the description of the one identified by 
inspired men as being Jesus, the Son of God and Saviour of men. But such is the case for both Philip, the 
evangelist, and John, the apostle, and others so apply the prophecy. In answer to the eunuch's question, 
"Of whom speaketh the prophet this?", Philip preached unto him Jesus" (Acts 8:34,35). John quoted 
Isaiah 53: 1, "lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed" 
along with Isaiah 6:10 and then stated, "These things said Isaiah, because he saw his glory; and he spake 
of him" (John 12:41). When Isaiah spake the things recorded in Isaiah 53, "he spake of him" (Jesus). 
Thus both Philip and John interpret the prophecy as fulfilled by Jesus.  
 
Jesus is not now, nor has he ever been, despised and rejected because of any flaw in himself. He "did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth" (I Peter 2:22); he was "in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin" (Hebrews 4:15); his public challenge was "which of you convicteth me of sin?" (John 8:46); 
and Pilate's verdict was, "I find no crime in him" (John 18:38). God from heaven declared "This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17). Cumulative evidence to the same point 
abounds in the scriptures but this will suffice to prove the proposition that Jesus is not despised and 
rejected due to any personal defect. 
 
Why? 
But why is there no form or comeliness, no beauty that we should desire him? Why is he despised and 
rejected of men? As the fault is not in Jesus, we must search for the answer by an investigation of man. 
Jesus is not attractive to the worldly-minded. Neither materialism, sensualism, pride nor any other thing 
which sets the mind on "the things which are upon the earth" can discover beauty in Jesus. The "lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life" blind those in their clutches to the superior beauty of 
Jesus. "When we see him" through lust-tinted glasses, "there is no beauty that we should desire him." 
 
The "many" who are traveling the road to destruction are doing so because of their ignorant 
insensitiveness to the "beauty of holiness". When those who trust in numbers observe that the majority 
despise Jesus, they adopt the attitude of the many and come to despise Jesus and despising Jesus, they 
join the crowd. Jesus must be rejected in order for one to "go with the crowd". Pride, confidence in self, 
prevents personal conviction of sin. And until such conviction of personal guilt exists, one could hardly 
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"care less" that "He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities." 
 
Lacking conviction of sin, conviction of righteousness, and conviction of judgment, man cannot see Him 
in His beauty. Conviction of sin, that "all have sinned", is indispensable to one's appreciating how 
beautiful and desirable Jesus is. For when a person is aware that he is lost in sin, he is eager for the one 
who is "able to save...all who come unto God by him". Nothing can be more desirable. The realization of 
the fact and ugliness of personal guilt leads to appreciation of the beauty of Jesus, the one "by whose 
stripes we are healed". Coupled with the conviction of sin, and just as indispensable is the conviction of 
righteousness. God through the Holy Spirit justified Christ by raising him from the dead, thus refuting 
the charge of unrighteousness implied by his death on the cross, Jesus was "declared to be the Son of 
God...by the resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:4). The resurrection of Jesus demonstrated that he 
was "with God elect, precious". Seeing him as the Son of God, we are not dismayed at the realization 
that the world despises and rejects him. Rather than dismay there will be boldness to rely on him to 
justify all who come unto God by him. Our Lord also included the conviction of judgment in his 
statement of what the Holy Spirit would accomplish when he came to the apostles. Conviction of the 
defeat and punishment of the prince of this world, along with all of those who follow him, makes Jesus 
extremely desirable. The attractiveness of Satan wanes as one views the destiny of Satan and his 
admirers. 
 
The Other Side 
Men must come to regard meekness and lowliness of heart as strengths rather than weaknesses before 
Jesus has beauty and comeliness for them. Jesus said, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your soul..." (Matt. 11:28-30). Until a person realizes that the burden of 
his soul is sin, that the feeling of lack of fulfillment, the anxieties, the feeling of insecurity, and all the 
other elements that contribute to making life miserable are part of the burden of sin; in other words, until 
he is conscious of personal guilt he will not seek the relief of soul offered by Christ. 
 
Overwhelming awe accompanies awareness of the glory of Jesus. The wisdom of the world rejects the 
idea that "glory" is compatible with meekness and lowliness of heart. If pride and highmindedness were 
characteristics of Jesus, the invitation to "come unto me..." would never have issued from His lips. But 
such is not the case for Jesus explains, "I am meek and lowly in heart". The magnificent beauty of the 
Son of God will not awe anyone, to the point of repelling him, when he has the assurance of the one who 
is "acquainted with grief", that he is "meek and lowly in heart". 
 
According to Isaiah Jesus "was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted, he opened not his mouth" (Isaiah 
53:7). The Holy Spirit spake by Peter, saying, "For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered 
for you...who when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously" (I Pet. 2:21-23). Such reaction to oppression does not appeal to 
the proud and arrogant. This is not, according to their view, "the stuff of which heroes are made". They 
rather applaud the person who when he is reviled, reacts with bitterness, expressed in "four letter 
words". Isaiah explained why Jesus "was despised and rejected of men..." this way: "All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way..." (Isaiah 53:6). All who are straying 
around, following their own way are blinded to the beauty of Jesus; they fail to see in Jesus anything that 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-isaiah-53-3.htm (2 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:46 AM



Isaiah 53:3 - The Undesirable Jesus 

is desirable. 
 
Few are they that acknowledge in thought, word and deed, that "the way of man is not in himself; it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jeremiah 10:23). All who are in the world and many who 
are listed as members of the Lord's church have never learned the lesson that, "there is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs 14:12). 
 
That the Ethiopian saw comeliness and beauty in Jesus that caused him to desire him, is evident from his 
action of being baptized, by the authority of Jesus for the remission of his sins. He did not despise and 
reject; he believed and was baptized and then went on his way rejoicing in the beauty of holiness. 
 
How do you rate Jesus?

 
By Robert H. Farish; (From Vanguard, April, 1975) 

From Expository Files 9.11; November 2002 
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Dejection: "We Were Hoping"  

Luke 24:13-25

 
"But we were hoping that it was he who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the 
third day since these things happened." (Luke 24:21). 
 
Things were not going well for these two, at least they thought not. Their hopes, big hopes, had been 
dashed in pieces. What had been such a bright, promising prospect now lay in ashes as a ruined dream. 
 
They were two disciples of Jesus, Cleopas and Simon, walking westward from Jerusalem toward 
Emmaus in the evening of the Sunday following the Lord's death. This would have them walking into 
the sunset, which probably seemed to symbolize very accurately their faded hopes. 
 
As they walked and talked, a "stranger" approached them and asked about what they were discussing. It 
was obvious that these were sorrowful men Cleopas answered the "stranger" with a rebuff, "Are you the 
only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things that have happened here these days?" Then, they 
proceeded to tell the "stranger" about Jesus, the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and the rulers delivered Him up to the 
sentence of death, and crucified Him. "  
 
They continued by telling of the empty tomb and reports from some of the women disciples that He was 
alive (Luke 24:13-35). 
 
The "stranger" (who was actually no stranger at all, only their eyes had been kept from recognizing Him; 
but was the resurrected Lord whom they were mourning) addressed them saying, "O foolish men and 
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer 
these things and to enter into His glory?"  
 
Then, the "stranger" began to explain about how all the prophecies had been fulfilled by the events of 
the past three days. After stopping to eat, the "stranger" took bread, blessed it, gave it to them, and just 
as their eyes were opened to recognize the "stranger" as Jesus, He vanished from their sight. Of course, 
such news could not wait, so they returned to Jerusalem to report what had taken place to the other 
disciples (Luke 24:13-35). 
 
The Truth of the Matter 
"The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God 
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and all the people..." (Luke 24:19). 
 
Jesus would not have been the first prophet of God slain by evil men, but these two disciples are 
probably convinced that He was the greatest. It must have been difficult to try to piece together the 
events of the last three days in some way so as to make sense of them. Why had the One who walked on 
water and calmed the sea not delivered Himself from death? His enemies had treated Him so badly, and 
had taunted Him to "come down from the cross." Why had He been so yielding? Why did He refuse to 
defend Himself at the trial against the lies? Why had He not appealed to Pilate when given every 
opportunity to do so? It almost seemed as if Pilate had wanted Him too, but He wouldn't. 
 
It is simply impossible that they may have been wrong about Jesus. Too many signs to the contrary; 
Jesus had to be from God. Even among the rulers, Nicodemus and Joseph knew it. "Teacher, we know 
that you are from God, for no one can do the signs that you do except that God is with him." (John 
3:1,2). And now, what will happen to the new kingdom that was supposed to have been established? 
Where is the redemption that had been thought to be so near? 
 
The truth? Well, the truth is that everything was right on schedule. The Kingdom will come and these 
two disciples will have opportunity to be in it. Redemption's price had already been paid in the very 
event that is so troublesome to these two; the crucifixion of Jesus. The problem was not so much the 
event itself, nor the Scriptures which had foretold it, but the two disciples' failure to comprehend the 
Scripture as well as their doubts created by the recent chain of events. 
 
When Things Seem To Go Wrong 
"But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel..." (Luke 24:21). 
 
It appears that neither disciple is thinking that way any longer; "We were hoping..." should have been 
"We are hoping... ." Sometimes, when problems mount, it is difficult not to let our confidence in God 
and His care become past tense instead of present tense. 
 
The fact is that God was redeeming His people in accordance with the ancient prophecies of which these 
two disciples ought to have been aware. Also, we are not competent to "see the end of a thing from the 
beginning" as God is. The cross of Jesus served a divine purpose, and though these two disciples could 
not yet see it, they soon would. But God already knew the blessings which would come from such an 
ugly deed. 
 
Sometimes, our plans undergo similar upheavals. Is it possible for any good to come from the darkness 
of personal tragedy? Of course, the answer is yes. We do not see the final outcome, but it is always good 
for those who have faith which endures to the end, no matter what. For this reason, we are encouraged to 
remain "in Christ" where we can never be separated from "the love of God" by tribulation, distress, 
persecution, famine or sword (Romans 8:35-39). We will never "throw away our confidence" but will 
endure so that when we "have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised." (Hebrews 
10:35-39). Jesus has promised, "Be faithful until death, and I will give you a crown of life." (Revelation 
2:10).  
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Confidence in the Scripture Would Help  
"And He said to them, 'O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets had 
spoken!" (Luke 24:25). 
 
The sorrow experienced by these two disciples would have been dramatically lessened had they fully 
understood and believed the Scriptures. Why had they not realized at this point that the famous 
Messianic prophet Isaiah had seven centuries before foretold of the death of the Redeemer and had 
explained how it would be a redeeming death (Isaiah 53). As the "stranger" explains the Scriptures to 
them, they will later admit, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the 
road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" (Luke 24:32). 
 
There is strength and optimism gained from the Scriptures to the extent that we believe them. There is 
peace and assurance to be found. There is direction and guidance. But there must first be a knowledge 
and acceptance of its teachings. 
 
I suspect that the two disciples' hearts were 'burning within" because they realized, perhaps more than 
ever before, that the Scriptures were speaking to them. I also suspect that we need to recognize the same 
thing. The Bible is not just a book for "going to church" but a book for living. It is a wonderful resource 
book for troubling times. Do not neglect its pages, for the truths found there are meant to reveal to us the 
"abundant life" found in Jesus. The sooner we realize this the better our lives will be, and the better 
equipped we will be to deal with life's unpleasant situations. 
 
It would be later that evening that Jesus would appear to the group of apostles and talk to them about 
these events (Luke 24:44-49). He would assure them, encourage them, promise them, and bless them. 
Then, they would return from Bethany" to Jerusalem with great joy." This joy is His to give, as only He 
can, and it is not just for them, but for us as well.

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 9.2; February 2002 
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Jesus -- Who He Is 

Hebrews 13:8

 
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever," (Heb. 13:8). 
 
Unfortunately, some verses in the Bible have been subjected to such blatant misuse, when the verse is 
quoted, your first thought is the misapplication of it. This verse has been pressed into the service of the 
doctrine of non-stop apostolic miracles. Those who believe that the miracles performed in the apostolic 
era continue today may quote this verse as part of their case. 
 
Stop and think about this. If you had no previous thought of modern miracles, and you just looked at the 
verse - would you immediately say to yourself, "Here it is plainly. Jesus is working miracles through 
gifted people today, just like in the time of the apostles?" I doubt you would have that impression, just 
looking objectively at the verse. The verse says nothing about miracles. The context has nothing to do 
with miracles. Absent prejudice, there would be no reason to read Hebrews 13:8 and draw any 
conclusion about miracles in our time. 
 
The context of the verse has to do with the activity and perseverance real faith produces. Start with 
Hebrews 11 and observe: Real faith is described in Heb. 11:1; Real faith is illustrated in the rest of the 
chapter. Real faith is seen in activity or behavior in chapters 12 and 13. Real faith in the life of a child of 
God means - running the race set before us; enduring chastening; being diligent lest we fall short of the 
grace of God; serving God acceptably with fear and reverence; letting brotherly love continue; holding 
marriage is honor and offering the sacrifice of praise to God, etc. These things are apparent when you 
read Hebrews chapters 12-13 without any prejudice in favor of miracles. These three chapters are not 
about expecting miracles today, they are about living by faith today. This section is about the activity 
and perseverance real faith produces in people. 
 
Next, notice the wording of the text: "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever." This is not 
telling us what Jesus does; this is telling is who Jesus is and the enduring nature of who He is. That may 
seem to be a technical kind of argument, but if the grammar of the sentence means anything - it says 
Jesus Christ "is," not Jesus Christ "does." It is certainly true that what Jesus does is based on who He is; 
but this verse does not attempt to specify anything Jesus does (in the past or present). It says, "Jesus 
Christ IS..." 
 
This verse cannot mean that whatever Jesus caused or did in the past, He must be causing or doing 
today. And it is not necessary to leave the book of Hebrews to confirm or illustrate this. There are some 
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things Jesus did in the past, He is definitely not doing today (see Heb. 7:27, 9:12, 9:26-28, 10:10). This 
is one of the vital arguments made by the Hebrew writer; in contrast to the repetition of the sacrifices 
under the Levitical system, Jesus offered Himself ONCE. Now do you see, if Heb. 13:8 means that 
whatever Jesus caused or did in the past, He must be causing or doing today - we have a serious conflict 
with one of the primary premises of the book of Hebrews. 
 
So we now get to the necessary matter of what the verse means. It means that who Jesus is, in His 
character and person, is not subject to change. This truth ties in to the theme of Hebrews and the theme 
of this section. He is better than the angels and better than the old priesthood. And our trust (as 
Christians) is directed to One who is perfectly stable and dependable. Our faith has a real basis and 
should produce obedience in our daily behavior, now and forever. 
 
Albert Barnes notes on the text: 
 
The evident design of this independent proposition here is, to encourage them to persevere by showing 
that their Savior was always the same; that he who had sustained his people in former times, was the 
same still, and would be the same forever. The argument here, therefore, for perseverance is founded on 
the "immutability" of the Redeemer. If he were fickle, vacillating, changing in his character and plans; if 
today he aids his people,and tomorrow will forsake them; if at one time he loves the virtuous, and at 
another equally loves the vicious; if he formed a plan yesterday which he has abandoned today; or if he 
is ever to be a different being from what he is now, there would be no encouragement to effort. Who 
would know what to depend on? Who would know what to expect tomorrow? For who could have any 
certainty that he could ever please a capricious or a vacillating being? Who could know how to shape his 
conduct if the principles of the divine administration were not always the same? At the same time, also, 
that this passage furnishes the strongest argument for fidelity and perseverance, it is an irrefragable 
proof of the divinity of the Savior. It asserts immutability - sameness in the past, the present, and to all 
eternity but of whom can this be affirmed but God? It would not be possible to conceive of a declaration 
which would more strongly assert immutability than this. 
 
(From Barnes' Notes on the Bible, Hebrews 13:8)

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 8.7; July 2001 
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The Superiority of Christ

Hebrews 1:4-14

The book of Hebrews argues that Christ is superior in all things. Christ as our Great High Priest is 
superior to the priest who officiated under the Levitical system. The covenant of Christ is superior to the 
Old Covenant given to the Jews at Sinai. Christ is greater than Moses and Aaron. These arguments are 
designed to lead to the conclusion that the salvation Christ provides (since it is predicated on His own 
precious blood and not on the blood of bulls and goats) is indeed great (Hebrews 2:1-4). We ignore or 
"neglect" this great salvation to our spiritual ruin. Christ is also superior to the angels, which is the 
theme of Hebrews 1:4-14.  
 
Angels are featured throughout the OT. We generally think of angels of being messenger for God; they 
did serve that purpose (Genesis 19; 22). Daniel speaks of Michael (Daniel 12:1-2). Angels were a 
featured part of many Near Eastern religions. The Dead Sea Scrolls suggest that the ancients speculated 
about the role of angels in service to God. In NT times, the worship of angels has apparently become a 
problem, probably as a part of Gnosticism (Colossians 2:18). Angels had (have) something to do with 
Paul's teaching in 1 Corinthians 11. Today, the New Age Movement has again popularized angels; they 
are the focus of many books and some movies. What place do angels occupy in Hebrews? 
 
First, Christ is said to be better than the angels "as he hath inherited a more excellent name than 
they" (1:4). Exaltation by the Father's right hand marks Christ as greater than the angels. Further, His 
name is greater. In context, this seems to be a reference, as verse five states, to the fact that Christ is 
identified as the Son (cf. Philippians 2:9-11; here Lord is used). While on earth Jesus was clearly the 
Son (Hebrews 5:9), but in this exalted position of honor, Jesus is demonstrated to be far above the 
angels; He is ranked or reputed to be above the angels. The Father never said to the angels: "Thou art my 
son, This day have I begotten thee" (1:5). This is a quotation from Psalm 2:7, which speaks of the 
triumph of the King over His enemies. Paul, in Acts 13:33, applies the Psalms passage to the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. Not only is the name of Christ above that of the angels, but His 
very essence, His deity, was demonstrated by His resurrection from the grave (cf. Romans 1:4). No 
angel could make that claim. 
 
Second, did the Father ever say to an angel: "I will be to him a Father, And he shall be to me a Son?" 
No, but He said that to Christ (1:5). This OT quotation is from 2 Samuel 7:14. King David asked 
permission to build a suitable house for Jehovah. After telling David no, the Lord said that one from 
David's loins would come forth and his kingdom would be established forever. Yes, David's son, 
Solomon, would later build the temple in Jerusalem; God would be a Father to Him. But the ultimate 
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fulfillment could not be possible apart from Christ, the Son, who sits on David's throne (cf. Acts 2:29-
36). Could the angels make such a claim of superiority? No, but Christ makes that claim. Is He worthy? 
Should we listen to Him? The original recipients of Hebrews needed to reminded of Christ's superiority. 
We need that same reminder today.

By Randy Harshbarger 
From Expository Files 8.2; February 2001 
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Jesus - The Law and the Prophets And "The Righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees"

Matthew 5:17-20

 
17"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 
18For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled. 19Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, 
and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 
exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
With these words our Lord explains two things of great importance: (1) He is not against the law of God 
in the Old Testament; in fact, He is the consummation of that system. (2) He affirms that His teaching is 
different from the instruction given by the scribes and Pharisees.  
 
I do not regard this text as a statement of contrast between what the law of Moses said with that which 
Christ said. Jesus takes no issue with the law of Moses, or anything revealed in the Old Testament. He 
came to "fulfill not to destroy." He does take issue with what they had heard from the religious teachers 
of the day. 
 
When Jesus says, "You have heard," He is making reference to the traditional teachings of the scribes 
and Pharisees - the common religious teaching of Judaism. In verse 43 he quotes the common doctrine 
"hate your enemy." The Mosaic law did not command malice or hate; the scribes and Pharisees did. The 
point of the passage is: What you have been hearing is very different from what I teach. 
 
The scribes and Pharisees quoted from the law of Moses, but they didn't follow it in their doctrine or 
practice. The substance of their doctrine and practice was their own traditions, interpretations and rituals. 
Jesus swept all this human doctrine aside and gave the people His standard ("I say unto you"). 
 
As Paul Earnhart observes about these words of Jesus: "It would soon become apparent in His sermon 
that His conflict was not with the law but with the Pharisaic perversions of it." 
 
What does this mean to us today? It means, we ought to be certain that the basis of all our doctrine and 
practice is the actual Word of God, and not just someone's interpretation of it. If we fall into the habit of 
hearing men and automatically assuming that what they say is the Word of God - we fall into the same 
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kind of "righteousness" the scribes and Pharisees advanced; their own (see Matt. 5:20, Rom. 10:3). To 
keep myself from this great peril, I need to read and study the Word of God for myself, become 
acquainted with Christ, learn the New Testament and refuse to let any man or group of men dictate what 
I believe, teach and practice. 

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 7.11; November 2000 
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He is Both Lord and Christ

Romans 10:9, 10

 
"But what does it say? 'The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart'-- that is, the word of faith 
which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." (Romans 10:8-10). 
 
This is a well known passage that speaks about salvation. But now notice the confession the Ethiopian 
eunuch made prior to his water baptism into Christ: "And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, 
you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." (Acts 8:37). We 
often equate the two passages, suggesting that the eunuch's confession and the confession Paul is 
discussing are the same. But note that there is a difference. The eunuch confessed Jesus as the Christ and 
as the Son of God. Paul discusses confessing Jesus as Lord. There is a difference. 
 
The Point 
To confess Jesus as the "Christ" means that we proclaim that we believe He is the anointed one of whom 
the Old Testament prophets had prophesied. The word "Christ" is the Greek rendition of the Hebrew 
word "Messiah." The eunuch was saying he believed Jesus was the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy. This 
means Jesus was the one appointed by God to assume the royal, priestly office of the promised Messiah. 
It is necessary to believe and be willing to confess this belief. But it is not the same thing as confessing 
Jesus as Lord." For example, when Peter proclaimed on Pentecost that "God has made Him both Lord 
and Christ-- this Jesus whom you crucified." (Acts 2:36), he was saying God made Jesus two different 
things; Lord and Christ.  
 
The Difference 
It is entirely possible to confess one's belief that Jesus is the Christ without confessing Jesus as Lord. 
People do it all the time. To confess Jesus as Christ is to state that we believe He is who He claimed to 
be; the Savior, the Son of God, the Redeemer. We do need to do this to be saved. But to confess Jesus as 
Lord involves not only the mouth, but is a recognition that He is our Lord and Master and that we are 
willing to submit to and obey Him. 
 
Early disciples would never have disturbed the Roman authorities for confessing Jesus as the Christ. 
They would not care about that. But to confess Jesus as Lord and king was another matter. To say that 
their first allegiance was to the Lord Jesus as opposed to Caesar got many of them thrown into prison 
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and killed. When the unbelieving Jews wanted to get Rome after the Christians, they would accuse them 
of accepting Jesus as Lord or king (Matthew 22:15-22; Acts 17:6,7). 
 
Confessing Jesus as Lord 
So, practically speaking, what all is involved in confessing Jesus as Lord? Well, obviously the first thing 
involved is speaking of our acceptance of His lordship. Our Romans text says, "that if you confess with 
your mouth Jesus as Lord..." (10:9). But it does not end there. It only begins there. 
 
Jesus, in fact, does not even want us to make such a confession if we are not willing to act upon it. He 
does not want us to call Him "Lord" and "Master" if we are not willing to commit to doing the things He 
says. He said, "And why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?" (Luke 6:46).  
 
Instead, our deeds need to match our words: "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father." (Colossians 3:17). To confess Jesus' 
Lordship with our mouths while not submitting our lives to Him is empty. If He truly is our Lord, then 
He controls both our words as well as our deeds. 
 
The Lord's Commandments 
There simply is no other authority in the church than that of the Lord Jesus. Jesus said, "All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth." (Matthew 28:18). The Scriptures affirm that the Father 
"put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 
church..." (Ephesians 1:22).  
 
Sometimes, obeying the Lord may mean we must do something difficult. We might be forced to take a 
risk in speaking out, or confront sin, or forgo a personal liberty for the cause of Christ. Our discipleship 
might lead us into an undesired confrontation. Accepting Jesus' "Lordship" means accepting that we are 
on a collision course with the world and its false standards. We might have to struggle to forgive when 
wronged when we would prefer to get even. It might be that we need to change our focus and be more 
careful not to let our worldly ambitions to crowd out the cause of the kingdom in our daily lives. 
Accepting Jesus' Lordship means we are willing to submit our wills and wants to His and put His 
kingdom first. 
 
Accepting Jesus' Lordship means accepting everything He has said. Notice the following Scripture as an 
example: 
 
"From that time Jesus Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. And 
Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, 'God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to 
You.' But He turned and said to Peter, 'Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you 
are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's.' Then Jesus said to His disciples, 'If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever 
wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it. For what will a 
man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul?'" (Matthew 16:21-26). 
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Jesus made a statement that Peter did not like to hear. Peter said, "No!" But "no" is not something one 
says to the Lord. Accepting Jesus' Lordship involves saying "yes" to whatever He says. It involves 
denial of self-interests, including sometimes the giving up of life itself. But it also involves finding life; 
that is, eternal life. There is everlasting profit in accepting Jesus as Lord and Christ. 
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 7.7; July 2000 
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Jesus Wept

John 11:33-36

"Well, if you are a Christian, then you ought to always be counting your blessings. If a situation arises 
that troubles you, it must be because you are doubting or weak in faith. The Bible says, 'Rejoice in the 
Lord always!' You need to be more trusting in the promises of God and in His care; people of faith do 
not feel distress." Such counsel may sound good, but it is wrong. Just a glance at the title of this article 
suggests that there is something amiss in this advice. But what is it?

The Scriptures teach the need for balance in one's life and attitudes. Being a Christian does not mean a 
life without sorrow or troubles. It does not mean that expression of sorrow is a sign of weakness. It does 
mean that we, with the help of God, maintain a balanced perspective in all of life's circumstances.

The Scriptures talk of this balance in many places. The man or woman of strong faith experiences 
sorrow, but not so much that life is ruined. People of faith also experience joy at the proper times, but 
not to the extent, nor in the sense of frivolity so that the serious things in life are treated without  
reverence. A good passage concerning proper balance is found in the Book of Ecclesiastes. It tells us 
that there is a time for everything under heaven; "A time to give birth, and a time to die; A time to plant, 
and a time to uproot what is planted. A time to kill, and a time to heal; A time to tear down, and a time 
to build up. A time to weep, and a time to laugh; A time to mourn, and a time to dance. A time to throw 
stones, and a time to gather stones; A time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing. A time to search, 
and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep, and a time to throw away. A time to tear apart, and a time 
to sew together; A time to be silent, and a time to speak. A time to love, and a time to hate; A time for 
war, and a time for peace." (Ecclesiastes 3:1-9). 
 
Jesus and Lazarus 
"The sisters therefore sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, He whom you love is sick." (John 11:3).  
Jesus often stayed at Bethany in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus when He was in Judea. He and 
the family had become close. Loyal friendship was something important to Jesus. He often talked about 
it. In fact, Jesus later uses the term "our friend" to describe Lazarus (John 11:11).  
Jesus' friend, Lazarus, had died. Jesus taught that there is no greater love that that of a man "laying down 
his life for his friends." (John 15:13). This is  
what Jesus was willing to do for us. His enemies described Him as "a friend of tax-gatherers (publicans) 
and sinners" (Matthew 11:19) and Jesus proved them correct when He gave His life for us. They meant 
it as an insult, but Jesus was willing to suffer insult and so much more for His friends. He also said that 
we are His friends if "you do what I command you." (John 15:14). Do you fit Jesus' definition of 
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"friend" ? Lazarus did; he was Jesus' good friend.  
 
A Time To Weep 
"When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her, also weeping, He was 
deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled, and said, 'Where have you laid him?' They said, 'Lord, Come 
and see.' Jesus wept. And so the Jews were saying, 'Behold, how He loved Him!" (John 11:33-36). 
Jesus knew that He would soon raise Lazarus from the dead, so why was He so disturbed by the events 
of that day? Probably for several reasons. 
First, there was His great sense of compassion. He hurt to see others hurt. His emotions were pushed to 
the limit by witnessing the sorrow of Mary. Those with compassion are able to "weep with them that 
weep" and all Christians ought to have this ability (Romans 12:15). By the way, Jesus  continues to 
watch with compassion over us today as well, as is shown by His standing at the right hand of God ready 
to receive Steven's spirit as Steven was being murdered for his faith in Jesus (Acts 8:55,56).

Also, there is the fact that death is the consequence of sin. Shortly, Jesus would be dying on the cross to 
release us from the sting of death, which is sin (1 Corinthians 15:55-57). But sin is ugly, and the 
suffering caused by sin is enormous. Sin is something to cry about. 
 
A Time For Joy 
"Jesus said to her, 'Did I not say to you, if you believe you will see the glory of God?' And so, they 
removed the stone. And Jesus raised up His eyes, and said, 'Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest Me. 
And I knew that Thou hearest Me always; but because of the people standing around I said it, that they 
may believe that Thou didst send Me.' And when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, 
'Lazarus, come forth.' He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings..." (John 11:40-
44a).

The Scriptures not only speak of Jesus' sorrow, but also of His joy. He wanted us to share in His joy 
(John 15:11). Following His death and resurrection, He spoke of the apostles' "sorrow turned into joy" 
when they would learn that Jesus was alive again and said to them that "no one  
takes away your joy from you." (John 16:20-22). We recall how that later, even when facing 
persecution, the apostles would still rejoice (Acts 5:41,42).

The Lord means for us to be glad about our lives. This does not mean that we are giddy or silly about it, 
or that we do not give sober consideration to serious things. It does mean that there is an ever present 
joy, even during difficult times, that comes from the realization of God's purpose and love at work 
within our lives as we dedicate ourselves to His calling. Again, like Jesus, who though sorrowful at 
Lazarus' death, there was also a gladness within Him that God's purpose would be fulfilled. He said, 
"and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe. Let us go to him." (John 
11:15). 
 
The Proper Balance 
"Jesus said to her, 'Your brother shall rise again.' Martha said to Him, I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day.' Jesus said to  
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her, 'I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies." (John 11:23-25). 
In order to have a successful life, there must be the balance that comes through our confidence in Jesus 
and His power; that He is "the resurrection and the life". This faith gives us the ability to maintain our 
balance. The tragedies we face are not crushing; they cause us sorrow but they are unable to destroy us. 
Paul said that the resurrection enables us to "not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope." (1 
Thessalonians 4:13). He also spoke of being  
"afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed" (2 Corinthians 4:8,9). 

Yes, the Lord brings balance to our lives, and this in turn gives us hope; which in turn gives us strength. 
There is a time for everything; good times and bad times. But there is never a time to give up. There is a 
time to "weep with those that weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice" but there is never a time not to 
live by faith. In fact, please note that obedience of the gospel of Christ is necessary for this balance to be 
achieved and maintained. Jesus said, "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to 
render to every man according to what he has done...Blessed are those who wash their, that they may 
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates of the city." (Revelation 22:12-14). 

The Scriptures also state, "For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world, and this is the 
victory that overcomes the world-our faith." (1 John 5:2,3). Maintain your balance!

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 7.3; March 2000 
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"I am the Door"

John 10:9

(Scanned from Christianity Magazine, June 1995) 
 
Jesus described Himself as being "the door" (John 10:9). Years ago there was a TV game show called 
"Let's Make A Deal." Monty Hall would offer the participants the choice of two doors and, depending 
on the choice made, the player would receive a valued prize or be zapped. Our lives are very much like 
that game show; life is made up of choices and, depending on which door to life that we choose, we will 
either receive a blessing or be zapped. 
 
Jesus is the door 
Jesus said, 'No one comes to the Father, but through Me" (John 14:6). The one who enters through Jesus, 
"he shall be saved" (John 10:9). Then it is Jesus who sets the standard. Monty Hall would give a player 
some money which he could trade for a door. To get the door, the player would have to follow Monty 
Hall's instructions. We all recognized that to get the door, the instructions would have to be followed. In 
the same way, Jesus said, "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved" (Luke 16:16). 
Therefore, to choose the door which leads to salvation, Jesus' instructions will have to be followed, 
because "he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matthew 7:2 1). 
 
Door of faith open 
After Paul's first evangelistic journey, "they began to report all things that God had done with them and 
how He had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles" (Acts 14:27). Paul, during his third journey while at 
Ephesus, noted, "for a wide door for effective service has opened to me" (1 Corinthians 16:9). Jesus 
opens the door of opportunity to speak to someone in His name. We need to constantly watch for that 
open door. First, we need to be praying. . . that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we 
may "speak forth the mystery of Christ" (Colossians 4:3). After praying for the door to open in 
someone's life, we need to watch for it to open. Typically, in anyone's life, there are certain times when 
the door opens to Christ (perhaps marriage, birth, death, moving, etc.). When I first started preaching at 
about age 27, an insurance man tried to get me to take out health insurance. Even at the grand sum of 
$35 a month, that door wasn't open then; but now with a family, I wouldn't dream of being without it. 
Constantly watch for the door to open in someone's life. 
 
But to take advantage of that open door, we must not be distracted with other things. Our job, money, 
family, hobbies, etc., can distract us from taking the opportunity. We need to be ever vigilant. Even Paul 
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was distracted, when he "came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was opened for me in 
the Lord, I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus" (2 Corinthians 2:12-13). 
 
Temptation and the door of escape 
We need to always know where this door is located. Paul said that no temptation has overtaken you but 
such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also" (1 Corinthians 10:13). Some 
consider themselves strong. The man who will not ask directions because that makes him look weak is 
proverbial. We can be strong when we recognize the strength of our weaknesses. Joseph was strong 
because he knew where the door of escape was located. When Potiphar's wife "caught him by his 
garment, saying, 'Lie with me!' ", He left his garment in her hand and fled. 
 
The door of blessings 
Jesus said, "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly" (John 10:10). "Every good 
thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father" (James 1:17). Even 
for Israel, God "rained down manna upon them to eat, and He gave them food from heaven" (Psalm 
78:24). Yet they complained about that blessing (see Numbers 11:6). Would we really be thankful for 
the blessing of many conversions, or would we "complain against one another" (James 5 :9) because of 
something that we don't like? 
 
"We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God" (Romans 8:28). 
Are we looking for those things that "work together for good," or are our eyes fixed on something else? 
What makes the following quote so powerful is not only what it says, but who said it: "When one door 
of happiness closes, another opens, but often we look so long at the closed door that we do not see the 
one which has been opened for us" (Helen Keller). 
 
Open door to heaven 
If we miss this door, then we've really been zapped. John looked and saw "a door standing open in 
heaven" (Revelation 4:1). We need to always be spiritually looking for this door. Jesus is the door. But 
we won't be able to enter unless we hear, "Well done, good and faithful slave.., enter into the joy of your 
master" (Matthew 25:2 1).

 
By Denny A. Diehl 

From Expository Files 6.11; November 1999 
 
 
 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-john-10-9.htm (2 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:50 AM



John 10:9 - "I am the Door"

 

http://www.bible.ca/

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-john-10-9.htm (3 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:50 AM

http://www.bible.ca/ef/ef.map
http://www.bible.ca/


Mark 11:12-14, 20-21 - The Fig Tree Proves It 

The Fig Tree Proves It 

Mark 11:12-14, 20-21 
 

"Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. And seeing from afar a fig 
tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. And when He came to it, 
He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. In response Jesus said to it, 'Let no one 
eat fruit from you ever again.' And His disciples heard it. Now in the morning, as they passed by, they 
saw the fig tree dried up from the roots. And Peter, remembering, said to Him, 'Rabbi, look! The fig tree 
which You cursed has withered away.'" (Mark 11:12-14, 20, 21) 
 
The downfall of man came when he was convinced that God could be questioned and the will of God be 
tested. "Has God indeed said?" has plagued man since the garden concerning his relationship with God. 
How simple the law was given and simple to understand. In the midst of such simplicity, man made it 
difficult. The law given by God has not been difficult to understand. Mark records for us in Mark 12:37, 
"And the common people heard Him gladly." 
 
The nature of Jesus Christ has puzzled man from the beginning. Herod did not understand the true nature 
of the little baby born in Bethlehem. All through His life, Jesus battled the prejudiced minds of the 
religious leaders concerning who He was. "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive 
Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. How can you believe, who receive honor 
from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?" (John 5:43,44) 
 
The mob crucified a man named Jesus of Nazareth as they failed to understand the nature of Jesus. Peter 
declared on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:36, "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 
God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." Peter shows that Jesus was a man 
and he was divine. The Jesus he refers too is the same man "attested by God to you by miracles, 
wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst." (Acts 2:22) Jesus was human and He 
was divine. 
 
The account of the fig tree in Mark 11 is a clear illustration of the nature of Jesus. Jesus was hungry and 
he was able to see a fig tree in the distance. He perceived it had leaves and He went to see "if perhaps He 
would find something on it." If Jesus was all deity he would not have been hungry nor would he have 
had to go over to the fig tree to determine if it had any fruit on it or not. His humanity demanded he be 
fed and he walk to the tree to examine it. His deity or power is shown when He found no fruit on the tree 
he cursed the tree and it withered. Man could not do that by mere words. 
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Do you understand how Jesus was able to incorporate His humanity and His deity all in one in His life 
on all occasions? God gives us the answer to understanding the humanity and deity of Jesus in Job 38:2-
7 - "Who is this who darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I 
will question you, and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who 
stretched the line upon it? To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, When the 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? " 
 
Read Job 38-41 and you will find the answer to the question of Jesus' nature. When you finish reading 
these verses, read 1 Timothy 6:20,21 and then go out and do what the Lord expects of you. Preach the 
word! Save souls!

 
By Kent E. Heaton Sr. 

From Expository Files 6.8; August 1999 
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"The Name Which Is Above Every Name" 

Philippians 2:9 
 

Consider with reverent attention: "the name which is above every name." This is part of a familiar text: 
 
"Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of 
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the 
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God 
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Phil. 2:1-11) 
 
Paul is teaching the Christians at Philippi and he is teaching us about an attitude; a frame of mind. How 
do you do that? For instance - there is the phrase in verse 3, "lowliness of mind." How do you 
communicate to someone what that means? 
 
One way, and perhaps the best way is to give an example. So that in addition to just telling someone that 
they ought to have this quality of character you show them what it means. 
 
Well, there is an attitude of unselfish humility that is taught in the opening verses of Philippians chapter 
two. And the example - in fact we should say, the supreme example of this is: the incarnation, the life, 
the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Jesus illustrated the frame of mind, the attitude described in the 
opening verses of the chapter. If I want to know what it means to be humble and unselfish I can look to 
Him, who is the supreme example of that disposition. Paul uses words to teach us about this attitude, in 
verses 1-5 ... Then, he uses Jesus to show us this attitude, in verses 5-11. His incarnation, but also His 
whole life was a life of poverty and suffering, though He was and is Deity. We must resemble him in 
this attitude of unselfish humility. 
 
Jesus came down here to live on the earth. Though equal with God. Though He was spotless. He came 
"in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became 
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obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him 
and give Him the name which is above every name."  
 
There was a rule or principle Jesus laid down. It is found in several places but I'll bring up two passages 
where this rule or principle is set forth: Matt. 23:12 and Luke 14:11. 
 
Matt. 23:12 - "And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted." 
 
Lk. 14:11 - "For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
 
That rule which Jesus said down - in Phil. 2 - is applied to Him. Jesus humbled Himself - therefore GOD 
HIGHLY EXALTED HIM. Now we expect to be exalted. If our behavior is driven by faith, and we 
maintain this attitude Paul is teaching of unselfish humility, we expect to be exalted. James 4:10 says - 
"Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up." We have this hope; we expect to 
be exalted. 
 
But Jesus - according to Phil. 2:9 - was HIGHLY EXALTED; one trans-lation says, "God raised Him to 
the loftiest heights," and another says, "God raised Him to the very highest place!" Perhaps one way to 
say this is - we expect or hope to go to heaven someday. Jesus, according to Heb. 4:14, "passed through 
the heavens ... was lifted high above the heavens," and Eph. 4:10 says, He "ascended far above all the 
heavens." Peter, on the day of Pentecost, said: He was exalted to the right hand of God. 
 
Now as Paul writes about this truth - of God raising Jesus "to the very highest place," there is this 
observation, that God "bestowed upon Him the name that is above every name." 
 
What does that mean? What does it mean to you? Let's study more about this --- THE NAME THAT IS 
ABOVE EVERY NAME. 
 
LET'S THINK ABOUT "Names" In The Bible. 
In our culture we have names and they function primarily to identify and distinguish one person from 
another. Certain names may have some emotion or sentiment attached to them. When we hear the name 
of a person it may remind us of something about that person. But essentially names are used to identify 
and distinguish one person from another. 
 
In Biblical vocabulary and culture names take on a greater significance. I offer a few example: Eve 
named her son "Cain," which means - "gotten one," and she said "I have gotten a manchild with the help 
of the Lord," (Gen. 4:1). 
 
There's an interesting name in 1 Sam. 4:21: "Ichabod," which means "Where is the glory?" This recalls a 
gripping personal tragedy for a family at a time of national trouble for all God's people. 
 
In both of these cases names were applied, not only to identify but to com-municate something about the 
person or circumstance. "Names" in the Bible do much more than identify; names have meanings and 
convey images about the one named and this is especially significant in regard to the names of Deity. 
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Consider these passages - where reference is made to Deity - the greatness of God; His majesty, glory 
and power: 
 
In Psalms 8 - "O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth." 
 
That's in verse 1 and verse 9 of Psalms eight. 
 
Psalms 119:132 - "Look upon me and be merciful to me, as Your custom is toward those who love Your 
name." 
 
And I know all of you are familiar with this, the words of Jesus in Matt. 6:9, where He said, "In this 
manner, therefore, pray: 'Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name'." 
 
Now back to our text in Phil. 2:9 -- Jesus humbled Himself; God exalted Him and gave Him "the name 
which is above every name." This is more than just personal identification. This is about God exalting 
Jesus; this has reference to who Jesus is; His perfection, His position and His praise. God "bestowed 
upon Him the name that is above every name." 
 
Consider Matthew 1:21-25. 
 
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and said to him, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit... ." 
 
Beginning with verse 21... 
 
21 "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people 
from their sins." 
22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying: 
23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," 
which is translated, "God with us." 
24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him 
his wife, 
25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. 
 
Jesus was given various names and those names informed and communica-ted the truth about who He is 
and what He did. 
 
Jesus - "for He will save His people from their sins." 
 
Immanual - which means "God with us."  
 
In John chapter one: The Word ... The Only Begotten Son of God ... The Lamb of God. 
 
In Hebrews 1:4: "...having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a 
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more excellent name than they." 
 
So in Philippians 2:9 Jesus humbled Himself; God exalted Him and gave Him "the name which is above 
every name that at the name of Jesus, every knew should bow, of those in heaven and of those on earth, 
and of those under the earth and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father." This is the super-exalted position of Jesus. 
 
This is more than just personal identification. This is about God exalting Jesus; this has reference to who 
Jesus is; His perfection, His position and His praise. The name "Jesus" represents more than the name of 
any man. 
 
You cannot say the name of anyone on earth who lived as Jesus lived, or who did what Jesus did. You 
cannot say the name of anyone who was raised from the dead - and highly exalted; to the right hand of 
God. God did not declare about anyone else: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You," or "Your 
throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom." Nobody 
has "by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than" angels. Jesus was highly exalted by God and 
God bestowed upon Him "the name that is above every name." 
 
The "Name" here is used to convey, to represent the majesty, the glory, dignity and power of the person, 
Jesus Christ. What should this mean to me? Here are six passages that send us in a practical and personal 
direction with this truth. 
 
Salvation is in no other name, Acts 4:12. Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit - and he said, 
 
"Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved." 
 
Now remember, the name "Jesus" does more than just identify the person; IT STANDS FOR THE 
PERSON; in this case, it comprehends who Jesus is and what He did and where He is, at the right hand 
of God. Well, here's how simple this is: There is no one like Jesus... and there is no one who can save 
you but Jesus! 
 
There are people who may help you learn the truth you need. There are men and women who confer 
upon us the good influence of their example. There are people who can show mercy and help us in time 
of physical illness, financial distress or grief. BUT THERE IS NOBODY LIKE Jesus ... and there is no 
one who can save me but Jesus! No world religion; no denomination; no creed; no leader; no movement 
-- there is no one who can save me from sin but Jesus. 
 
And so I should listen to Him and believe in Him. I should take seriously what He said - "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved," AND, I should... 
 
Do all in His name, Col. 3:17. "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him." 
 
I do not know how to complicate this. If I have decided that Jesus is the only begotten Son of God; If I 
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believe that salvation is in no other name; if I'm convinced that God has highly exalted Him, I will want 
everything I do in my life to be done in His name. That is, for Him; in obedience to Him, and unto His 
glory. 
 
Whatever I say, whatever I do, I will want to be sure I'm acting as one of His servants; following His 
instructions, and giving Him the praise. How can I ignore the teachings of Christ and His apostles and 
think that I'm doing all in the name of the Lord? How can I embrace what He opposed; how can I 
participate in things contrary to His instructions; how can I devalue His will and claim to be doing all in 
His name? 
 
"Hold Fast To My Name," Rev. 2:13. To thosein the church at Symrna - the Lord said, "I know your 
works, and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny 
My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where 
Satan dwells." 
 
These Christians lived in a culture so opposed to God and so hostile to the name of Christ - it was 
expressed this way, "you live where Satan's throne is." And yet, though the environment was not 
favorable to godliness - THEY HELD FAST TO HIS NAME and DID NOT DENY THE FAITH. If we 
believe the name of Jesus is above every name - what happens around us will never change what's in us! 
 
"He who overcomes ... I will write on him my new name," Rev. 3:12. 
 
This expresses approval. If we hold fast; if we do all that we do in His name - by faith we overcome; we 
conquer... and the reward is, HIS APPROVAL. "I will write on him my name." 
 
"If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you," 1 Pet. 4:14. 
 
To be reproached: What does that mean? Have you ever had insults heaped upon you? We have all 
experienced some criticism or perhaps a statement of disagreement. This is being reproached; having 
insults heaped upon you; reviled and upbraided; ridiculed or scorned. Now - to be reproached for the 
name of Christ. 
 
This means because of your relation to Him; your love and loyalty to Him; because you believe His 
name is exalted; because you are doing everything in His name; you serve Him; you advance His cause; 
you preach His Word and defend His name; and you are insulted. Peter wants us to know that that is a 
blessing! It is not a blessing for the persecutor; it is his curse (2 Thess. 1:6). But Jesus said, in Matt. 5:11 
- "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake." Can you imagine any other circumstance where A VICTIM OF REPROACH 
CAN BE HAPPY? "If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you," 
 
"These things I have written ... that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God," 1 Jno. 
5:13. 
 
This is why John wrote. The epistle was written that those who read it might CONTINUE ... continue to 
believe ... continue to believe in the name of the Son of God! This may sound simple, but it needs to be 
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said - some people start believing in the name of the Son of God, but they do not continue! They have 
faith for a while, but it doesn't continue. John wanted his readers to know these things he wrote and his 
purpose was, THE ENDURANCE OF FAITH. And back of John's purpose - there is God's purpose. 
God wants us to hear the gospel of Christ. God wants us to believe in Christ. He wants us to obey Him ... 
and then, continue to believe and obey! "These things I have written ... that you may continue to believe 
in the name of the Son of God." 
 
Conclusion: Let me close our study with two simple observations. 
(1) The Father set His seal of approval upon the Son's self-sacrifice by highly exalting Him and 
conferring upon Him - the superlative Name that is above every name. Men did not approve of Him, 
when they murdered Him on the cross. Men and women today ignore Him, despise Him or perhaps call 
His name - yet reject His authority. But He who was despised by earthly creatures was raised and 
exalted by the Creator. The One men regarded as unfit for life on earth - the heavenly Father exalted far 
above the heavens, as the conquering "Lord of lords, and King of kings." Knowing that, (2) I should 
have an eager, solemn interest in trusting and obeying Christ in all things! He is worthy of my trust. He 
has the wisdom to tell me how to live. As a local church - He is to be regarded as our Head, and the 
instructions given through His apostles - OUR ONLY GUIDE. For God also has highly exalted Him and 
give Him the name which is above every name. 
 
Every knee should bend. Everyone should listen to Him and confess His glorious name now, while there 
is time... to the glory of God the Father. 
 
He frequently made claims which would have sounded outrageous and blasphemous to Jewish ears even 
from the lips of the greatest of prophets. He said that he was in existence before Abraham and that he 
was "lord" of the sabbath; he claimed to forgive sins; he continually identified himself, in his work, his 
person and his glory, with the one he termed his heavenly Father; he accepted men's worship; and he 
said that he was to be the judge of men at the last day, and that their eternal destiny would depend on 
their attitude to him. Then he died. It seems inescapable, therefore, that his resurrection must be 
interpreted as God's decisive vindication of these claims, while the alternative -- the finality of the cross 
-- would necessarily have implied the repudiation of his presumptuous and even blasphemous assertions. 
 
.... J. N. D. Anderson,  
Christianity: the Witness of History [1969]

 
By Warren E. Berkley 

From Expository Files 6.7; July 1999 
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  Jesus Is Superior To Angels!

Hebrews 1

 
Angels intrigue us. What do they look like? Do they really wear white, flowing robes and have large 
wings and halos? Hollywood produces movies occasionally whose theme is that a deceased person 
comes back as an angel who rights some injustice or helps some disadvantaged person. In such 
presentations, "angels" frequently appear a little harried, inept or even irreverent. One must remember, 
however, that Hollywood gets very little correct when it comes to the Bible. 
 
Angels appear from time to time in the Biblical narrative. While not always destructive, they are 
anything but inept. King David saw an angel with a drawn sword stretched over the city of Jerusalem (1 
Chronicles 21:16). An angel sent from the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in a single night (Isaiah 
37:36). An angel assisted Elijah (1 Kings 19) and it was an angel who shut the mouths of the lions and 
saved the life of Daniel (Daniel 6:22). 
 
During intertestamental history, the Jews became very interested in angels for the same reasons that we 
are. When the author of the book of Hebrews wrote to Jewish Christians, he began by asserting the 
superiority of Jesus Christ over angels.  
 
Note the description of Jesus which appears in the first few verses of the first chapter of the book 
(Hebrews 1:1-4). Jesus is "heir of all things," and "the brightness of His [the Father's] glory and the 
express image of His [the Father's] person." He is the agent of creation and the sustainer of our world. 
Finally, Jesus has "by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they [the angels]" (1:4). 
 
The writer of Hebrews supported his affirmation of Jesus' superiority over angels by noting that Jesus is 
given in the Scriptures a position which no angel ever occupied! Angels worshipped the baby Jesus and 
are basically servants (1:6-7). They are ministering spirits (1:7, 14). In contrast, the Father has 
announced Jesus as His Son and anointed Him as a righteous King (1:5, 8-9). Jesus is identified as deity 
(1:8 - "Your throne, O God,..."), Creator and given a position of honor at the right hand of the Father 
(1:10-12, 13). 
 
The writer of Hebrews used an interesting form of argumentation to make his point about the relative 
position of angels to the Son of God. Twice he asked the question, "To which of the angels did He ever 
say..." and then quoted a statement which WAS directed to the Son (1:5, 13). The answer to his question 
is that God never said these things to any angel, implying that no angel could assume such a position as 
the Son occupies in light of God's silence! How many times has man defended his own behavior, stating 
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that God had not expressly prohibited such action? If God's silence did not permit angels to presume to 
act according to their own whim, do we who are made a "little lower than the angels" (see Hebrews 2:6-
7) dare to treat God's silence as permissive?

By Allen Dvorak 
From Expository Files 5.12; December 1998 
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"I Am the Door"

John 10:9

 

Jesus said, "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture." (John 10:9). This statement is a part of Jesus' teaching after He had healed the man born 
blind. It had been at Jerusalem that Jesus had miraculously healed the man. Evidently the man had been 
a familiar sight in Jerusalem, perhaps because he begged for his sustenance at some busy intersection. It 
was a powerful miracle that no one could deny. 
 
The man had been brought to the Pharisees. The Pharisees were enemies of Jesus. They confronted Jesus 
whenever they could. They demanded signs. How about this one? No, not good enough. When the man 
who had been blind  
 
but now could see refused to deny that Jesus had healed him, he was put out of the synagogue. 
 
The point of Jesus' statement "I am the door" is that the Pharisees were rejecting their only access to 
God. Jesus later put it another way when He said "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father but by Me." (John 14:6). The same "Light of the World" that revealed the way to the 
spiritually blind was also blinding to those who thought they could "see perfectly fine without any help 
from you, Jesus of Nazareth, thank you very much." 
 
The point of Jesus' discourse following this incident is that we cannot make it without Him. He is our 
door as well. Consider His statement again: "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." 
 
"I Am The Door" 
 
"He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the very cornerstone. And 
there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men, by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:11,12). Jesus described Himself in several different ways. He 
is the Good Shepherd, the Cornerstone, the Bread of Life and the Water of Life. Salvation has become a 
very simple matter. There are not four or five paths to heaven and we need not be concerned with the 
complication of picking the best one for us. There is only one way. All the others lead in the wrong 
direction (Matthew 7:13,14). 
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It is with great animosity that the Council looked upon Peter and John when they taught "and there is 
salvation in no one else." That same anger is directed at those who would teach the same message today 
by a world that supposes there are many ways to heaven and many names through which to be saved. It 
will take a great deal of courage to remain loyal to the Risen Lord and insist that He is still the only way. 
 
"If Anyone Enters Through Me" 
 
"Now when they had heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, 'Brethren, what shall we do?' And Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let each of you be baptized 
for the forgiveness of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:37,38). Salvation is 
conditional. We must enter the right door. Each one of us has the responsibility to make his or her own 
decision to enter the Door and then follow through. The Lord will not drag us over the threshold. 
 
Some say that salvation is totally by grace. Of course, salvation is utterly impossible without God's 
grace, but to say that its "solely by grace" removes the need for human response. It would mean that we 
do not have to enter the door. It would be more correct to say that the door is given "solely by grace," 
but we must have the faith to enter it (Ephesians 2:8). 
 
Speaking of doors, it is as easy to leave by a door as it is to enter by it. Some picture discipleship as 
entering a door which, as soon as one enters, Jesus slams it shut so and locks it so one cannot leave if he 
changes his mind. But the sad fact is that some do change their mind, and are free to leave (Galatians 
5:4; Hebrews 6:4-6). 
 
"He Shall Be Saved" 
 
"He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved, but he who has disbelieved shall be 
condemned." (Mark 16:16). The phrase "shall be saved" occurs in both our main text (John 10:9) as well 
in this verse. "Salvation" in used in at least two senses in the Scriptures. Sometimes the Bible refers to 
salvation from past sins when one obeys the gospel, as Jesus does here. But at other times, it is eternal 
salvation that is being referred to. Peter encourages those who are facing persecution to continue to live 
faithfully, allowing the trials they face to prove their faith, thereby "obtaining as the outcome of your 
faith the salvation of your souls." (I Peter 1:9). There he is referring to our eternal inheritance to be 
received at the end (which is really the beginning!). 
 
It should be pointed out that Mark 16:16 elaborates on how one "enters" the Door. These two verses 
compliment one another, both talking about how to be saved. We enter the door when we obey the 
gospel. It is not correct to pose these verses against one another and say, "See, one does not have to be 
baptized to be saved because Jesus said one must enter the door to be saved." Actually, He said both, 
and both, taken together along with all else the Bible says about salvation, are true. 
 
"And Go In And Out" 
 
"If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free." (John 8:31,32). The idea of "going in and out" does not refer to leaving and 
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coming back to Jesus. Rather, it refers to the freedom we have in Christ. We are free to live without 
regret and fear. We enjoy peace and our wellbeing is not bound by temporal concerns. Though we 
experience bad times as well as good, we do not "grieve as do the rest who have no hope" (I 
Thessalonians 4:13). 
 
Freedom in Christ does not mean we are at liberty to disobey Him, however. Grace is not a license to sin 
(Romans 6:1,2) nor is it an opportunity to serve the flesh (Galatians 5:13). We cannot be free apart from 
knowing the truth, and we cannot truly and accurately know the truth without abiding in His word. 
 
"And Find Pasture" 
 
"He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters." (Psalm 23:2). The Lord 
will sustain us. He is our Strength and Provider. He has promised "I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you." We confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid." (Hebrews 13:5,6). 
 
As God's children, we are as sheep in the midst of a green pasture. We are free to nourish ourselves on 
what the Lord has provided. We need not be hungry or thirsty. We can stay with the Lord and know His 
protection. It would certainly be foolish to wander off on our own. We patiently wait, provided with the 
things we need, knowing that "when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory." and that we "are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time." (I Peter 5:4; 1:5).

 
By Jon W. Quinn 

From Expository Files 5.8; August 1998 
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Melchizedeck and Christ, The Levitical Priesthood

Hebrews 7

 
Right in the middle of the Hebrew epistle there is a lengthy passage about a man named Melchizedek. 
And the affirmation that comes from this discussion is: Christ is a priest forever according to the order 
of Melchizedek. 
 
"For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from 
the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being 
translated "king of righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace," without father, 
without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the 
Son of God, remains a priest continually. Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the 
patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from 
their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; but he whose genealogy is not derived 
from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. Now beyond all 
contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives 
them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through 
Abraham, so to speak, for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. Therefore, if 
perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further 
need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called 
according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of 
the law. For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has 
officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke 
nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there 
arises another priest who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according 
to the power of an endless life. For He testifies: "You are a priest forever According to the order of 
Melchizedek"." Heb. 7:1-17, NKJ. 
 
A reading of this passage that isn't accompanied by a lot of deliberate study may leave the reader 
somewhat confused. There is this mysterious man, Melchizedek; he is somehow connected to Christ 
being High Priest; this is not the same as the Levitical priesthood... What is this all about? To deal with 
this, we must begin with some background. 
 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-hebrews-7.htm (1 of 4)9/11/2007 11:18:53 AM



Hebrews 7 - Melchizedeck and Christ, The Levitical Priesthood 

A NEW ORDER WAS BEING INTRODUCED 
 
In the days of the apostles, most of the Jews were bothered by the idea that with Christ and His apostles, 
a new order was being introduced. This means the old order was finished. This was a troubling thing to 
Jews who heard the gospel. Even some - after being baptized - still raised questions and entertained 
doubt in regard to this change from the old to the new. 
 
Under the new order circumcision could not be bound as an essential to please God; the sacrifices and 
rituals of the law were no longer necessary or appropriate and Gentiles were being accepted into God's 
favor. 
 
These changes disturbed most Jews. And some who had obeyed the gospel were being tempted to fall 
back... that is, to return to the old order of things (Old Testament Judaism, based on the traditions and 
enforcements of the Pharisees). The accusers of Stephen said, among other things, "...we have heard him 
say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to 
us," (Acts 6:14). The very idea of change or the notion of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple -- 
these things were utterly repugnant to the Jews. And militant Pharisees like Saul of Tarsus were 
disturbed to the point of action (persecution). 
 
So, much teaching and writing had to be done through the apostles to explain these things to the Jews, 
and fortify them against apostasy. This is the kind of teaching there is in Romans chapters nine through 
eleven; also, in the books of Galatians and Hebrews. Inspired writers labored to convince the Jews - 
"there is made of necessity a change also of the law." 
 
THE OFFICE OF HIGH PRIEST 
 
The Jews placed stress on the office of High Priest, for it was through these men that the people had, for 
many generations, their access to God. 
 
I think it could be said, many of the Hebrew people who had converted to Christianity missed the 
Levitical priests. No doubt, some of them were being tempted to go back to that old system. 
 
Yet, the Hebrew writer sent them the message: YOU HAVE SOMETHING BETTER! He teaches them 
that Christ was "made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people," (2:17). "Wherefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus," (3:1). "Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need," (4:14-16). 
 
In the first ten verses of Hebrews five, the inspired writer shows that in every respect, Jesus Christ is 
qualified to be High Priest. And, in fact, God had put Christ in this position. God had said: "You are a 
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priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek," (see Psa. 110:4; Heb. 5:6). [After making this 
affirmation, the writer went into a discussion about the condition his readers were in; they were "dull of 
hearing," see 5:11-6:19. He returns to his teaching concerning Melchizedek in chapter seven.] 
 
Thus, the primary affirmation of this section of the Hebrew epistle is: Jesus became high priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedeck. 
 
BUT, WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
 
It means that Christ was not a High Priest, as in Aaron and the Levitical order (according to the law of 
Moses). The High Priesthood of Jesus Christ -- the writer is affirming -- is of a higher order! Christ was 
and is a High Priest like Melchizedek; not like Aaron or Levi. Note the following: 
 
1. Melchizedek's position as High Priest was not dependent on ancestry... neither was Christ's. (7:14). 
 
2. Melchizedek was not in a succession of many priests... neither is Christ. (7:3). 
 
3. Melchizedek's priesthood was higher than and separate from the Levitical order... so is Christ's. (7:4-
7). 
 
4. Melchizedek was priest and king... so is Christ! (See Zech. 6:9-15). 
 
5. Melchizedek received tribute from Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation; this shows the 
superiority of Melchizedek's priesthood above the Levitical (which came out of the loins of Abraham). 
{See Gen. 14:18-20 with Heb. 7:4}. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
All of this was set up, executed and revealed by God, for the purpose of convincing the Jews - their old 
Levitical priesthood was now history. The broader point of application was: Their old law was now 
abrogated. For the Levitical priesthood and the old law were bound together; one was a subordinate part 
of the other. Thus it followed -- if the priesthood is changed, "there is made of necessity a change also of 
the law," (Heb. 7:12). 
 
For us what does this mean? It means that the law of Moses is not binding today. And it means that we 
have a high priest (access to God)! "For such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens. Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, 
to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's; for this he did once, when he 
offered up himself." (Heb. 7:26-27). 
 
"Wherefore, he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them," (Heb. 7:25).

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 5.1; January 1998 
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 A Miracle with a Message 

Mark 2:1-2  
 

 The miracle recorded in Mark 2:1-12 teaches a lot about Jesus and his work. A paralytic was carried to 
the crowded house where Jesus was preaching. His friends lowered him through a hole in the roof. The 
man was seeking a cure of his physical ailment, but Jesus offered something greater when he said: "Son, 
your sins are forgiven you" (2:5). This simple statement sparked a major controversy, and gave Jesus the 
opportunity to teach some important truths. Read Mark 2:1-12, and then consider these conclusions:  
 
The Jews rightly concluded that only God can forgive sins (2:7). No human has the right to claim to 
absolve another of guilt. 

Jesus linked his physical miracles to his greater power to cure spiritually. He did not come to the world 
to give all men health and wealth, but to offer us salvation from sin and eternal life. Physical cures, 
which could be seen, proved his power to heal the spirit, which could not be seen (2:10-12). 

Jesus, in his words and his actions, claimed to be God. When Jesus forgave sins, he was claiming to be 
divine. He also claimed eternal existence, the defining attribute of Deity (John 8:24,58). Many times, he 
accepted worship, which he clearly understood only God could accept (Matthew 4:10; 8:2; 9:18; John 
9:38; Revelation 5:5-14). 

This same Jesus is still divine. He still has the power to forgive sins and to cure us of our spiritual 
diseases. And this same Jesus is still worthy of our worship. 

Dennis Allan 
From Expository Files 4.12; December 1997 
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 Meeting Jesus Face to Face 

Revelation 1:12-18  
 

I have not yet met Jesus face to face. I have met Him by faith. Paul pointed out that at this time "we 
walk by faith and not by sight" but that the time would come for the faithful to go home to be "with the 
Lord" and that one day all of us "will appear before the judgment seat of Christ." (II Corinthians 5:7-10). 
Jesus referred to our present situation when He told Thomas, "Because you have seen Me, have you 
believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed." (John 20:29).  
 
What will Jesus look like? We do not know, but we do "know that when He appears, we shall be like 
Him, because we shall see Him just as He is." (I John 3:2). Certainly seeing Jesus for the first time as He 
is now, in His glorified state, will be a tremendously awe-inspiring and moving experience, unlike 
anything else we have ever known. The last man to see Jesus as far as I am aware of was the apostle 
John, years after Jesus' ascension back into heaven. In highly symbolic language (the type of language in 
which the book of Revelation is written) John describes what he saw when Jesus appeared to him and 
commanded that he record what is now the final book in the Bible. Keeping in mind the figurative nature 
of the words, as John, inspired by the Holy Spirit, writes concerning what he saw that day, note 
especially his description of Jesus, the same Jesus who had walked and talked with John on earth, but is 
now glorified.  
 
The Vision on the Island of Patmos 
"And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned, I saw seven golden 
lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands one like the Son of Man, clothed in a robe reaching to 
the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle. And His head and His hair were white like 
wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it 
had been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. And in His right 
hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like 
the sun shining in its strength. And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His 
right hand upon me, saying, 'Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was 
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades." (Revelation 1:12-
18).  
 
John's Reaction 
"And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man." (Revelation 1:17a). Seeing Jesus in His glorified 
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state had such an awe-inspiring effect on John that all his muscles lost their strength, his knees buckled 
and he fell limply to the ground. Some of us have probably felt similar physical reactions during times of 
great emotion. John's emotion, upon seeing Jesus, was holy fear. John had spent three years with Jesus 
in the flesh, and once had even seen Jesus glorified in a cloud when He had been "transfigured" on the 
mountain, but even that had not prepared him to see Jesus as He was on this day.  
 
We recall that all will one day stand before the judgment seat of Christ "that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad." (II 
Corinthians 5:10). Do not think that your reaction on that occasion will be all that much different than 
John's. "Every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him" (Revelation 1:7) and it is God's plan that 
"every knee should bow" and "every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord." (Philippians 2:9-11).  
 
Jesus' Clothing 
"...and in the middle of the lampstands one like the Son of Man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, 
and girded across His breast with a golden girdle." (Revelation 1:13). The clothing Jesus wore signified 
something. It was not something He had "just pulled out of His heavenly closet." The long robe signifies 
honor and dignity. Isaiah's vision of the LORD seven centuries before also mentioned the long, flowing 
robe. (Isaiah 6:1-3).  
 
The golden girdle spoke of Jesus' righteous priesthood. It should not be thought that Jesus chose to 
appear like the Old Testament priests, but rather, that God, centuries before, had given instruction to the 
priests of Israel regarding their garb so that they might appear similar to how Jesus appears in heaven. 
The human priests of the Old Law were a mere shadow, or copy, of Christ Jesus. He is the eternal One; 
they were temporary.(Hebrews 8:1-6).  
 
Jesus' Head 
"And His head and His hair were white like wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire... 
and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its 
strength." (Revelation 1:14; 16b). The whiteness of Jesus' head is described both "as wool" and "as 
snow." It is not the same kind of "white" as we normally think of skin color. Perhaps His hair was like 
white wool, while the rest of His head was like snow. Certainly, this description speaks of Jesus' purity 
and holiness.  
 
In addition to the whiteness, the face of Jesus shone as bright as the sun in its full strength. Jesus 
certainly is the light of the world. He is the source of light. We should also recall that the righteous will 
become like Him, shining forth as the sun in their eternal home (Matthew 13:43).  
 
His eyes are like a "flame of fire" which suggests their penetrating quality, and the wisdom behind them. 
The "sword" issuing from His mouth suggests the truthfulness and accuracy of His words and judgments 
(Hebrews 4:12).  
 
Jesus' Feet 
"...and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it had been caused to glow in a furnace..." (Revelation 
1:15a). We are caused to think of power and strength as we read this description. There might also be a 
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suggestion of judgment (Malachi 4:1-3). At any rate, the Lord is on His feet; He is active and powerful. 
Later in the book of Revelation, both the sword from His mouth and the treading of His feet will be used 
to symbolize divine judgment being dispensed in the world (Revelation 19:15).  
 
Jesus' Voice 
"...and His voice was like the sound of many waters." (Revelation 1:15b). We should think of the roar of 
a mighty waterfall, or the crashing of powerful waves along a rocky shore, when we think of His voice. 
It is powerful and strong, and yet at the same time can be comforting and tender. The voice of God is 
described as being as the sound or many wings, and as the sound of abundant waters in other Scripture 
(Ezekiel 1:24). It is the voice by which the universe was spoken into existence. On the day of judgment, 
we will hear that voice say either "Depart from Me, I never knew you." or "Well done, good and faithful 
servant... enter into the joy of your Master." (Matthew 7:23; 25:21).  
 
Jesus' Assurance 
"And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, 'Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living 
One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of 
Hades." (Revelation 1:17b,18). There was no reason for John to be afraid. He was not in danger. Far 
from it. In fact, he had never been in less danger.  
 
The One who had caused such awe in John was John's friend. He had died for John, but was now alive, 
and would be forevermore. He had the keys of death and Hades. He had met man's worse enemy and had 
overcome it. With His right hand, he assures John that all is well, and it was time for John's instinctive 
fear give way to his reason. After so many years, He was once again in the presence of Jesus. With Him, 
not even death and Hades are unconquerable. He has the keys. 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 4.12; December 1997 
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 Understanding The Transfiguration

Matthew 17:1-7

 
 
(Scanned from Guardian of Truth, April 18, 1996, p.#244)  
 
The transfiguration of Jesus (recorded in Matthew 17 and its parallels) is a unique scene in the gospels. 
Unlike many other events, Jesus did not announce that it would happen, the disciples certainly did not 
expect it, and this event was never repeated. There does not appear to be any Old Testament prophecy 
connected with this event. It is not connected with any of the great discourses of Jesus, and Jesus 
instructed those disciples who witnessed it to keep quiet about what they had seen. Even today for many 
students it is an enigmatic event, one that seems, at first glance, to be out of place. Expositions of this 
scene often treat it abstractly, as if it had little or nothing to do with our salvation. If we look carefully at 
this scene, however, we find that it was anything but a random event and that it is not unconnected with 
Jesus' mission or our salvation.  
 
The Context  
The context of Matthew 17 is extremely important in understanding the transfiguration. In Matthew 16 
Jesus had asked the disciples about how the public and the disciples themselves perceived him (v. 13ff). 
The public response had been that Jesus must be one of the great prophets of Israel returned (v. 14). This 
was really not a bad response, for the prophetic features of Jesus' ministry are obvious to anyone familiar 
with the work of the Old Testament prophets. The disciples, however, who had a more intimate 
knowledge of Jesus, had begun to perceive that he was the promised Messiah. This was critical.  
 
In Jesus' work of training the disciples there were two basic phases: identification and understanding. In 
the first part of Jesus' ministry the disciples accompanied him all over Galilee observing his power at 
work and listening to his teaching. The design was to bring the disciples to identify Jesus correctly, not 
as just another prophet but as the Son of God. The disciples reached this plateau in Matthew 16:16, with 
Peter's confession.  
 
The aim of the second phase of the training of the twelve was to teach the disciples what it meant to say 
that Jesus was the Son of God. It is clear that the disciples of Jesus harbored the same kinds of Messianic 
hopes as most other Jews of their day. While there does not appear to have been any strict consensus or 
uniformity in Messianic expectations in that time, people generally expected a militaristic figure who 
would lead Israel against her enemies and establish God's kingdom on earth (or, reestablish the glorious 
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kingdom of Solomon). The Jews expected a nationalistic revival and a period of unequaled glory. For 
example, in Matthew 14 Jesus fed the 5000, and John tells us that this prompted the crowds to try to 
make Jesus king immediately (John 6:15). However, Jesus refused any part in such worldly 
expectations. In Matthew 15:29 we read of the healing of the multitudes and the feeding of the 4000. 
This apparently prompted the Pharisees to wonder if Jesus was the Messiah, for they came to him asking 
for a sign (16:1ff). Jesus knew that the disciples were harboring the same expectations of him (cf. Luke 
22:37-38 and Acts 1:6), and so he asked them the famous question in Matthew 16:15, "But who do you 
say that I am?"  
 
Peter's confession in Matthew 16:16 was a great break-through, and Jesus commended Peter for it 
(v.17). He wanted his disciples to believe that he was the Son of God, the Messiah. Now, from this point 
onwards, there is a marked change in the narrative. Up until this time Jesus had been working signs and 
debating with the Pharisees, dropping hints as to his identity. Now, after Peter's confession, Jesus is 
much more direct in the way he deals with the disciples.  
 
Immediately after Peter's break-through confession, Jesus announces, for the first time in an explicit 
way, his coming death and resurrection (Matt. 16:21). Here was a head-on collision between the popular 
idea of the Messiah (which the disciples held) and the biblical concept (which Jesus held). The popular 
idea involved a Messiah who came to earthly glory in victory over the Jews' enemies. Jesus, now 
acknowledged as Messiah, tells his disciples that he will, in effect, be the opposite of what they 
expected. He will die an inglorious death in apparent defeat by his enemies. Although passages such as 
Isaiah 53 made this clear, the popular Messianic expectation did not include this. Moreover, Jesus' 
predicting his own resurrection must have sounded like nonsense to these men.  
 
It is no wonder that Peter reacted as he did upon hearing this announcement (Matt. 16:22). Peter could 
not imagine the Messiah dying at the hands of his enemies. Jesus was mistaken, he thought. However, 
Jesus turns and rebukes Peter sharply for not accepting the idea of his death and resurrection. He even 
goes on to explain that not only will he die, but every disciple of his must follow him into that same 
death (v. 24ff).  
 
The Transfiguration  
It is in this context of confusion among the disciples that we read the transfiguration story. Six days went 
by after Peter's confrontation with Jesus, apparently uneventful but no doubt filled with confusion on the 
part of the disciples. Then Jesus took Peter, James, and John up "to a high mountain" where they 
witnessed a most wonderful sight. Jesus was glorified before their eyes. His body took on a different 
appearance (Matt. 17:2). Then there appeared Moses and Elijah. When we think about it, these two 
characters fit perfectly in this scene. Moses was the great lawgiver in Israelite history, but he was also 
the first of God's great prophets (cf. Deut 18:14ff). Elijah was a great prophet too. Furthermore, both of 
them saw an appearance of God in their lifetimes (Moses: Exod 33:17ff; Elijah: 1 Kings 19:9ff), and 
both of these occurred on a mountain (Mt. Sinai). Both of them, like Jesus, had performed mighty works 
in the name of the Lord God of Israel, and both had experienced, to some degree, the rejection of their 
own people. These two characters have symbolic significance as well. Together they represent the Law 
and the Prophets, both of which pointed to Jesus (cf. Rom. 3:21).  
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Then there was the heavenly voice speaking the same words that were heard at Jesus' baptism (Matt. 
3:17). It is important to note that the heavenly voice sounded while Peter was suggesting the building of 
three tents (no doubt as "shrines") for Jesus and the other two figures. It seems that Peter thought the 
kingdom could be established right there and then. Just a few days earlier he had heard Jesus say that 
some of them would live to see it (Matt.16:28), and no doubt he assumed this was it. But whereas Peter 
wanted to give Jesus, Moses, and Elijah equal treatment, the divine voice corrects him. The voice from 
heaven singled out Jesus as the new and sole source of authority. Again, Peter stood corrected. Then, 
just about as quickly as it had happened, it was over (Matt. 17:7f).  
 
The Meaning  
What did this mean? First, it was a lesson for the disciples about who Jesus was. Recall the context here. 
The disciples (Peter speaking for them) had confessed that Jesus was the Messiah but they had a 
mistaken idea of what that meant, and Jesus' speaking of his death had confused them. The 
transfiguration served to confirm Peter's confession. It showed Peter, James, and John that Jesus was no 
ordinary man nor even a great prophet, but that he was indeed no less than the Son of God, the Messiah 
of Israel. God was confirming the disciples' confession.  
 
Second, this scene demanded that men hear Jesus as one who had authority to speak to them. Peter later 
came to understand this point. In 2 Peter 1:16-21 he acknowledges that the word of Jesus is sure and 
confirmed and that we must not move away from it. In that passage he tells us that the transfiguration, of 
which he was a witness, carried this significance. The transfiguration was a statement about the authority 
of Jesus. On that mountain it was demonstrated that it is now Jesus alone who has authority over men. 
Moses and Elijah served only a temporary purpose in the plan of God (cf. Rom. 3:21). I think that it is 
interesting that it was this very point (the passing away of the Law and Prophets) that caused so much 
trouble in the early church (cf. Acts 15, Galatians, etc.), yet God had already settled this question in the 
transfiguration of Jesus.  
 
Third, the transfiguration confirmed that the kingdom of the Messiah would be characterized by glory. 
In the transfiguration the three selected disciples saw a foretaste of the glory and victory of Jesus. This 
posture of victory would be even clearer to them after Jesus' resurrection, and it was really only then that 
the disciples began to put it all together. But for now this scene encouraged the disciples. It showed them 
that Jesus was indeed the glorified Son of God.  
 
Fourth, this scene is the key to understanding the cross of Jesus and his commitment to it. In Luke's 
version of the story he tells us that Jesus spoke with Moses and Elijah about his approaching death in 
Jerusalem (Luke 9:31). This is an important piece of information, for it shows us the proper context in 
which to view this scene. The sequence of events in the narrative here in Matthew also shows us very 
plainly that the transfiguration was meant to be interpreted in light of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
References to Jesus' death literally surround the transfiguration story (Matt.16:21; 17:12, 22f), and Jesus 
told his disciples not to discuss what they had seen until after his resurrection (Matt. 17:9). Clearly, he 
wanted them to view the transfiguration in that specific context.  
 
Jesus wanted his disciples to know that he would, indeed, be glorified, but it would not at all be the kind 
of glory most people were expecting (a worldly kind of supremacy). Nor would he gain that glory in the 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-matthew-17-1-7.htm (3 of 4)9/11/2007 11:18:55 AM



Matthew 17:1-7 - Understanding The Transfiguration 

way most people thought he would (by physical war with Rome). The glory that lay in store for Jesus, 
which the disciples previewed in the transfiguration, would come through his death and resurrection. 
The transfiguration was therefore meant to be a lesson on the cross, to show its necessity. It would only 
be through his death and resurrection that he would attain glory. That's why Jesus committed himself to 
the cross: it was the path to glory (cf. John 12:24). The disciples needed to begin to learn this new, 
biblical but unheard-of idea of glory.  
 
Thus with the transfiguration began phase two of the disciples' training. The transfiguration was not a 
random event, but was a precisely timed and executed manifestation of glory that was to serve as a 
lesson to the disciples about what kind of Messiah Jesus was, and how he would attain his greatness. It 
was the first lesson in Jesus' attempt to get them to understand his Messiahship and what it entailed. 
They had to unlearn the physical, worldly notions of their day and come to terms with the biblical 
concept of the Messiah that Jesus would fulfill in the days ahead of them.

 
By David McClister 

From Expository Files 4.11; November 1997 
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 Much Better Than The Angels 

Hebrews 1 

 
It is important for us to understand who Jesus is. Ever since He walked this earth, there have been 
varying ideas about Him. During His ministry, His enemies claimed He was just a crazy man or demon-
possessed. Others suggested He was something even more sinister; a false prophet intentionally 
deceiving the people. Herod, feeling guilty over his having put John the Baptist to death, thought Jesus 
might be John come back to life.  
 
The people also had different ideas about just who this Man of Nazareth was. Some said He was one of 
the ancient Old Testament prophets come back to life. Some thought He might be the Messiah because 
of the signs He did. Of course, they were right.  
 
Even those closest to Him had a difficult time in coming to proper conclusions about Him. For example, 
some envisioned Him as an earthly king in competition with Rome, and even sought to assure for 
themselves prominent leadership positions next to Jesus in such a political arrangement. Of course, 
Jesus' kingdom is far different from that, and greatness in the kingdom is measured by services rendered, 
not received.  
 
Jesus worked chiefly among His own people during His ministry; the Jews. After Jesus ascended back to 
heaven, the Holy Spirit sent a special message specifically to the Jews to explain some things of 
particular significance to them. This message has been preserved for us by God's providence as one of 
the books of the New Testament; the letter to the Hebrews. The first chapter deals with clearing up 
exactly who Jesus is;  
not an Old Testament prophet but rather the Son of God and Creator and Sustainer of the cosmos 
(Hebrews 1:1-3). Consider Jesus' identity as revealed in the first chapter of the Book of Hebrews.  
 
Jesus is the Son of God  
"For to which of the angels did He ever say, 'Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee?' and again, 
'I will be a Father to Him, and He shall be a Son to Me"? (Hebrews 1:5). This and the following verses 
are a collection of passages from the Hebrew Scriptures which would have been an important part on 
any discourse on religious themes to the Hebrews of the first century. The purpose, in part, seems to be 
to show that Jesus is more than an angel (Psalm 2:7). Even today, there are religious groups, such as the 
"Jehovah's Witnesses" who claim that Jesus is Michael, the archangel or some other celestial created 
being. They are proven in error by this chapter; because though angels and men are, as groups, called 
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sons of God, none of us individually are called "the Son of God".  
 
Only Jesus is the Son of God in this special sense. He is "the only begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth." (John 1:14b). Interestingly, God's statement "this day I have begotten you" seems not to refer 
to Jesus' conception or birth, but rather to His resurrection from the grave (Acts 13:30-34).  
 
Jesus is the Lord of Angels  
"And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, 'And let all the angels of God worship 
Him.' And of the angels He says, 'Who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of 
fire." (Hebrews 1:6,7). That Jesus is more than just an angel is also seen in how the angels act toward 
Him (Psalm 97:7). Again, the term "firstborn" seems more related to Jesus' resurrection than His birth 
(Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5). This term also denotes rank, signifying the preeminence of Jesus.  
 
Because of this, the angels worship Jesus, the Son. They are only servants, albeit mighty servants and 
ministers of God. But they are creatures, and by worshiping Jesus they give recognition to His deity 
because nobody other than God is to be worshiped (Matthew 4:9,10).  
 
Jesus is God Enthroned  
"But of the Son He says, 'Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter 
of His kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Thy God, hath 
anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy companions." (Hebrews 1:8,9). In these two verses, 
God the Father refers to Jesus the Son twice as "God"! Why this does not once and for all settle all 
questions as to the Deity of Christ is a testament of man's ability to deny the obvious. God Himself twice 
affirms what modern day cults deny.  
 
This passage also speaks of Jesus as king by referring to His eternal throne and righteous scepter. Jesus 
now rules on His throne in heaven. He reigns in the hearts of men and women everywhere who submit 
to His rule. He has been doing so since His resurrection (Acts 2:30,31). His kingdom is spiritual (John 
18:36) and eternal (Daniel 2:44; Hebrews 12:26-28).  
 
Jesus is the Creator  
"And, 'Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works 
of Thy hands;" (Hebrews 1:10). The Son was God's active agent in the creation of the universe (Hebrews 
1:2; John 1:1-3). This quote is from the Old Testament (Psalms 102:25-27). It is plain that the Psalmist 
wrote of God's eternal nature and creative power. The Hebrew writer applies these points to Jesus, the 
Son. Even the angels, as powerful as they are, are products of creation. The Son, however, is the eternal 
Creator (Colossians 1:16-17).  
 
Jesus is Eternal  
"They will perish, but Thou remainest; and they will all become old, as a garment, and as a mantle Thou 
will roll them up; and as a garment they will also be changed. But Thou art the same, and Thy years will 
not come to an end." (Hebrews 1:11,12). Not only did the Son eternally exist before creation, He will 
eternally exist after the universe He created is no more. The Hebrew writer later affirms that God will 
"shake" the present heavens and earth, and that this "shaking" signifies the "removing" of these things 
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(Hebrews 12:26,27). Yes, there will come a time when the physical heavens and earth that we know 
presently will be destroyed or removed and will no longer remain. But this system will be replaced with 
a new one; entirely new and of a different nature altogether (II Peter 3:9-13; Revelation 21:1).  
 
Jesus is Victor  
"But to which of the angels has He ever said, 'Sit at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies a 
footstool for Thy feet'?" (Hebrews 1:13). The final Old Testament passage referenced is Psalm 110:1. 
The angles bow before the throne of the Father, but the Son sits beside Him receiving worship and 
adoration as He does. Earlier in the chapter, the Hebrew writer had spoken of the Son's exaltation at the 
right hand of God following the deed He had done here in making "purification of sins" (Hebrews 1:3). 
This is where Jesus is today, mediating between God and man as the perfect mediator, being both God 
and man Himself (Philippians 2:5-11; Acts 2:32-36).  
 
So this is Jesus; the Son of God and the Lord of angels; God enthroned; the eternal Creator and victor 
over the grave. What is more is that He loves us. He will make all the difference in the world and in 
eternity to those who obediently place their trust in Him.  
 
After Jesus ascended back to heaven, the Holy Spirit sent a special message specifically to the Jews to 
explain some things of particular significance to them. This message has been preserved for us by God's 
providence as one of the books of the New Testament; the letter to the Hebrews. The first chapter deals 
with clearing up exactly who Jesus is; not an Old Testament prophet but rather the Son of God and 
Creator and Sustainer of the cosmos (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

By  Jon W.  Quinn 
From Expository Files 4.6; June 1997 
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The Image of the Invisible God, The First-born of all Creation 

Colossians 1:15 

 

There are many descriptions of Jesus in the Scripture. He is many things to us at the same time; Judge, 
Redeemer, King, Savior, Example, Lord and High Priest, to name a few.  
 
He is also referred to as the "Image of the invisible God" and the "First-born of all Creation" (Colossians 
1:15). Though we, with our finite minds, may be incapable of fully understanding or appreciating these 
two terms, much harm can come from misunderstanding them. For example, some teach that the term 
"first-born of all creation" shows that the Son of God was the first creature God created, and is not 
eternal Himself. This error involves a refusal to acknowledge God, the Son, as God and seeks to place 
Him at a lesser level than Deity.  
 
Of course, the Bible in many places refers to the Son as "God" (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1-3; 5:18; 20:28; 
Hebrews 1:8,9; etc.). So, what do these two phrases mean as they apply to Jesus?  
 
The Image of The Invisible God 
"...in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God." (2 Corinthians 4:4).  
 
Jesus Christ is the "image of God" . But what does this mean? The word "image" (eikon) means 
"likeness; form or appearance". The use of this phrase helps us to understand a part of Jesus' mission; 
that is, to reveal to us what God is like.  
 
Our Colossian text says that Jesus is the "image of the invisible God". We have not seen God, nor can 
we with mortal eyes (Romans 1:20; 1 Timothy 1:17). So, in the person of His Son, God took upon 
Himself flesh so we could "behold" Him. This was the point of the angels' words to Joseph concerning 
the upcoming birth of Jesus; "...and they shall call His name Immanuel', which translated means 'God 
with us" (Matthew 1:23).  
 
The gospel of John explains that "The Word was with God and was God" and that "the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth" and "No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, He has explained Him." (John 1:1-3;14;18).  
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On the night before His death, Jesus responded to Philip's request to "show us the Father" by saying, 
"Have I been so long with you, and yet you still have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen 
Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father, and the Father is in Me?" (John 14:8-10).  
 
From these verses we learn that Jesus is God come in the flesh to show us the Father. Earlier, Jesus had 
proclaimed "I and the Father are one" (John 10:30). The word "one" means more than just in agreement. 
It means "of one essence or nature." Only "God" can be of the same nature as "God". Man has not seen 
God in His heavenly form and glory, but we have seen His image in Jesus, not in the physical body of 
Jesus but rather in His actions and teachings. When the early disciples worshipped Jesus, they were not 
sinning because they were worshiping God (Matthew 28:9).  
 
The Firstborn of All Creation 
"He is the head of the church, and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself 
might come to have first place in everything." (Colossians 1:18).  
 
The word "first-born" does not necessarily refer to chronology at all. Those who insist that the phrase 
"first-born of all creation" means that Jesus was chronologically the first being God created need to 
reconsider how this word is used. For example, does the phrase "first-born from the dead" mean that 
Jesus was the first one to be raised from the dead? Obviously not, because Jesus Himself had raised 
Lazarus; the widow's son; Jairus' daughter and others before He Himself was raised.  
 
The passage above tells us the true meaning of "first-born". It is a term used to convey pre-eminence. 
Being "the first-born of all creation" means that Jesus is above all creation, not that He was created first, 
just as His being "first-born from the dead" does not mean He was raised first chronologically.  
 
We can find other examples which show us this same principle as well. God said concerning David, "I 
also shall make him my first-born, the highest of the kings of the earth." (Psalm 89:27). In what sense 
was David made God's "first-born"? Not in the sense that He was born before his brothers. The 
Scriptures are quite plain that David had older brothers. Nor was this just an indication of God's 
intention to make sure all the other kings of the earth were born after David. But, as the Psalm itself 
states, it was an announcement of God's intention to exalt David higher than all the kings of the earth.  
 
So, when our text says that Jesus is "the first-born of all creation" it means that He is above all creation; 
that He is God's beloved. Reading the context bears this out as well. The context shows conclusively that 
the Son was not created, but rather was Himself the Creator of all things: "For by Him were all things 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities - all things were created by Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together." (Colossians 1:16-18).  
 
And then comes an added clincher; "For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in 
Him" (Colossians 1:19). All the fullness of Deity dwelt in Jesus. Jesus was nothing less than God in the 
flesh. There was nothing lacking in the Deity of Christ. Nothing at all. 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-colossians-1-15.htm (2 of 3)9/11/2007 11:18:56 AM



Colossians 1:15 - The Image of the Invisible God, The First-born of all Creation 

 By Jon W. Quinn 
 From Expository Files 3.10; October 1996 
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2 Samuel 7:12-16 - The Throne of David 

.

 

The Throne of David 

2 Samuel 7:12-16  

"The LORD has sworn to David, A truth from which He will not turn back; 'Of the fruit of your body I 
will set upon your throne." (Psalm 132:11). The Psalm from which this statement is taken is of a group 
of Psalms that were used in worship at the temple of God at Jerusalem. They were each called "A Song 
of Ascent" and this one asks for the Lord to bless the sanctuary, or temple, sometimes referred to as 
"Zion" after the mount upon which it was built in Jerusalem.  
 
But this Psalm is also prophetic in nature, referring to a promise the Lord had made to David through the 
prophet Nathan years before. The promise had involved the establishment of a permanent king who 
would sit down on the throne of David forever. This King would be a descendant of David.  
 
Where do we look for the fulfillment of this promise? Has it been fulfilled as yet, or is it something to be 
fulfilled in the future. Many look for a future fulfillment in which Jesus will come back to literal Zion 
and rule from Jerusalem on David's throne.  
 
Nathan's Prophecy Concerning David's Throne 
[From the LORD through His prophet Nathan to King David] "When your days are complete and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who shall come forth from you, and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will 
correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, but My lovingkindness will not 
depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed before you. And your house and your 
kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever." (2 Samuel 7:12-16). 
This prophecy at first presents the Bible student with an interesting question; "Is this prophecy about 
David's descendant Solomon or about his later descendant Jesus?" The answer must be: "BOTH"!  
 
Building the Lord's house (vs. 13). In one sense, it is Solomon who built the Lord's house when he built 
the temple at Jerusalem. But Jesus also built a house for God; made of living stones; a spiritual temple; 
the church of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:16,17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4,5). 

The establishment of the descendant's kingdom (vs. 12). The Lord did establish Solomon's kingdom. 
Under Solomon, the Kingdom of Israel prospered, reaching its zenith. But the physical kingdom of 
Israel was not established "forever" as it does not exist today. However, it did give birth to God's 
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spiritual kingdom. Jesus established this kingdom (Mark 9:1; John 18:36; Colossians 1:13) and it is 
indeed eternal and "cannot be shaken" (Hebrews 12:22-29). 

Iniquity and correction (vs. 14). Solomon did fall away for a time. The Lord did correct him and he 
came back to God. Some of the most thought-provoking writings of the wise man Solomon are made 
about his mistakes and what he learned from them. However, Jesus had no sin Himself (Hebrews 4:15). 
But he did suffer correction "with the rods of men and strokes of the sons of men" for our sins. He bore 
our sins on the cross, paving the way for our redemption (Isaiah 53; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 

In either case, whether Solomon or Jesus, we find that Nathan's prophecy has indeed been fulfilled. This 
is not a prophecy about a kingdom yet to be established in our future when Jesus comes again. King 
Jesus is already reigning over His kingdom (Revelation 1:5,9).  
 
How The Prophecy Has Been Fulfilled 
"Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that He both died and was buried, 
and His tomb is with us to this day. And so, because he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn to 
him with an oath to seat one of his descendants upon his throne, he looked ahead and spoke of the 
resurrection of Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay. This 
Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore, having been exalted to the right 
hand of God, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear." (Acts 2:29-33). According to the 
Holy Spirit, communicating through Peter and the apostles, the promise to "seat one of (David's) 
descendants upon his throne" was fulfilled by the resurrection and exaltation of the Lord Jesus to the 
right hand of God. "Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both 
Lord and Christ-this Jesus whom you crucified" (vs. 36).  
 
The Hebrew writer refers to Nathan's prophecy as being fulfilled as well; "For to which of the angels did 
He say, 'Thou art My Son, Today I have begotten Thee'? and again, 'I will be a Father to Him, and He 
shall be a Son to Me'?" and "But of the Son He says, 'Thy throne, o God, is forever and ever, and the 
righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom." (Hebrews 1:5,8).  
 
Putting It All Together 
"Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who shall not taste death until they 
see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom." (Matthew 16:28). Jesus said this in the first century. Jesus 
said that those living in the first century would "see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom." We have 
already cited in this article many verses speaking of the kingdom of Jesus as already being in existence 
in the first century following His death, burial and resurrection. Jesus Himself had explained that the 
kingdom which He would establish in the first century was spiritual in nature, and we find that men and 
women who subjected themselves to His rule were made partakers in His spiritual kingdom.  
 
We have seen that Jesus has sat down on David's spiritual throne, ruling over spiritual Zion, a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken.  
 
But wait. The Hebrew writer in one of the passages already cited (Hebrews 12:22-29) talks of the final 
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destruction of the physical heaven and earth (vss. 26,27). What will happen to this eternal kingdom of 
which we believers are a part when the final hour has passed? How will it continue to stand when the 
very cosmos is removed from existence?  
 
The answer is that Jesus is coming again. When He comes, the citizens of His kingdom shall rise, bodies 
changed to that which is spiritual, immortal and incorruptible. Then Jesus will gather His kingdom 
together and take us home. You see, He is not coming again to establish His kingdom, but to deliver it 
up to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:23-26). 

 By Jon W. Quinn    
 From Expository Files 3.7; July 1996 
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1 John 1:1-4 - Affirmation, Evidence & Object - God 

.

 

Affirmation, Evidence & Object

1 John 1:1-4

 
 
"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life -- the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the 
Father and was manifested to us -- that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
And these things we write to you that your joy may be full." 
 
This is the opening paragraph to the first epistle of John, and it is a strong affirmation that Deity (the Son 
of God) was manifested in the flesh. 
 
The Affirmation Is: Deity was manifested in the flesh. 
The Evidence is: The Personal Contact of the Witness With Him. 
The Object is: The Joy of Fellowship with the Father. 
 
 
THE EXPOSITION ... 
 
"That which was from the beginning..." 
 
The first epistle of John begins like the gospel of John, with affirmations about the identity of Jesus 
Christ. In the gospel account, the statement is that Jesus Christ, as the "Word," was with God in the 
beginning and is God (see Jno. 1:1). This is a statement of the Deity of Jesus. 
 
Here in the first epistle, the opening statement is that Jesus Christ is "that which was from the 
beginning." The phrase "that which" is not very common in our language, but in biblical parlance it is a 
neuter relative reference to a person. This language introduces statements about the nature of the person. 
John wants to call attention to Jesus Christ and His nature: "that which was, from the beginning." This is 
a statement of the pre-existent and eternal nature of the Christ. And it is notable that John doesn't say, 
"that which came into existence," but "that which was, from the beginning." In both the gospel account 
and here in First John, the inspired writer wishes to say that the Person he is bearing witness to is divine 
and eternal. 
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"...which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have look upon, and our hands 
have handled, concerning the Word of life." 
 
These are statements which amount to evidence. They (John and the other eyewitnesses) had personal 
contact with the One who was manifested. John wants us to know, this Person was no figment of human 
imagination; no mythical character or ghost-like being. He "was, from the beginning," but He came into 
the stream of human life here on earth. He became a tangible, human reality. 
 
It may sound crude, but John had to make these vivid statements about Jesus. The influence of Gnostic 
philosophy made it necessary for John to clearly state the truth about the nature of Jesus. He wishes to 
set before his readers the reality of Jesus' humanity. Jesus was real; deity was really manifested in the 
flesh. John listened to Him, saw Him with his own eyes, and "handled the Word of life." These three 
senses (hearing, seeing, touching) were used by the apostle in his contact with Jesus. They are now 
called upon as the credentials of a witness. 
 
"There is a distinction to be made in John's words seen and looked upon. At first glance, it might appear 
that he is saying the same thing in two different ways for the sake of emphasis. A closer examination 
will show that John is saying two different things. The disciples had not only seen Jesus in the sense that 
they observed Him, but they had looked upon Him with careful scrutiny. The latter phrase, looked upon, 
indicates an examination or inspection. The disciples did not casually observe Jesus. 

A good example of this scrutiny may be found in the Lord's invitation to Thomas to "Reach your finger 
here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, 
but believing'," (Jno. 20:27, NKJV). {Max Dawson, "The Word Became Flesh," FC Lectures, 1993}. 
 
"The life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare toyou that eternal life which 
was with the Father was manifested to us." 
 
"Manifested" means to make visible. The divine person, the Word, was made visible; He came to earth. 
Once manifested, he was seen, and John was bearing witness to Him as the eternal life "which was with 
the Father and was manifested to us." Verse 2 confirms and expands on the statement in verse 1, which 
calls attention to this person; deity, who "was" from the beginning, but was manifested. He became a 
real, tangible, human reality. This is the person John was declaring. 
 
"That which we have seen and heard, we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ." 
 
In verse 3, we finally get to the main verb phrase: "we declare to you." John repeats the presentation of 
personal evidence: "that which we have seen and heard," and then he makes his main point: "we declare 
to you." John and the other apostles were witnesses of the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ, and in 
preaching the gospel they declared these truths to men. "John was particularly careful to guard his 
readers against the conclusion that the Word of life was merely some speech or saying delivered by 
Christ, and hence emphasized that it was the actual, literal, fleshly body of Christ which he had seen, 
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beheld, heard, and his hand had handled," (Guy N. Woods, Commentary on First John, p.#212). 
 
What was the aim or purpose of declaring these truths? "...That you also may have fellowship with us; 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ." 
 
FELLOWSHIP is the Greek word "koinonia," and it has to do with partnership; joint sharing or 
participation. It helps me to think in terms of RELATIONSHIP. Why did John and the others declare 
these truths about Jesus? So that people can enter into a great relationship, where there is pardon, 
direction, hope and joy. It all begins when we hear the truth about who Jesus is. When we respond to this 
truth, in obeying the gospel, we step into the light. As we walk in the light, we enjoy fellowship with 
God. 
 
"And these things we write to you that your joy may be full." 
 
It was a joy for John to write these things, and the reception of this message would create fullness of joy. 
 
THE LESSONS ... 
 
From this marvelous passage we need to learn: 

(1) That the Son of God was made flesh, and He was a real human person. His eyewitnesses conversed 
with Him, touched Him (even after His resurrection); they ate and drank with Him and watched as He 
ascended into heaven in a shining cloud. John lived with Him, saw Him and testified: "And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth." (Jno. 1:14, KJV). Any interpretation of any passage, any religion, 
concept or teaching that stands in contradiction to this great truth is error to be rejected. Bonhoeffer said, 
"If Jesus Christ is not true God, how could he help us? If He is not true man, how could he help us ?" 
 
I believe Jack L. Holt states this truth well in his heretofore unpublished manuscript, "Recycled Views 
Of The Person of Christ." Bro. Holt answers Apollinarianism, cites the Scriptures relevant to the issue 
and then observes: "In the incarnation the Word became all that man is. He took on Himself our nature. 
He didn't just indwell a man, or a human body, He became man. If to be in the form of God means that 
He is all God is, then to be in the form of man means He is all man is. It doesn't make any difference 
whether we can understand that or not, we are to believe it. When the Scriptures tell us Jesus became 
man it means He became what all men are. He became a human being and dwelt among us. Is the 
Scripture wrong here?" 
 
(2) Those who hear this message and desire the full joy of fellowship with God must acknowledge these 
truths, trust in Him and walk in the light. There is a complete and perfect felicity we can find only in 
relationship with God. This is not temporal joy or earthly happiness; this is the deep and lasting joy and 
assurance that is acquired and maintained only in this relationship. It is this relationship (fellowship) 
which John and the other apostles declared; their purpose was to share and proclaim the joy of 
fellowship with God. In order for this fellowship to be realized, I must believe in Christ to the point of 
surrender and obedience to His Word. And, those who want this need to know: "Whoever transgresses 
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and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ 
has both the Father and the Son," (2 Jno. 9). 
 
"The whole of Scripture is the word of God, the revelation of His will, but never has the mind and nature 
of God been more fully and powerfully revealed than when God's own Son clothed Himself in human 
flesh and lived among us," (Paul Earnhart, Christianity Magazine, Aug. 1987).

 By Warren E. Berkley   
 From Expository Files 3.3; March 1996 
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Intercession, Regardless of Distance

Hebrews 7:25

 
 
"If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet distance 
makes no difference. He is praying for me: 'He ever liveth to make intercession'." (Robert Murray 
McCheyne) 
 
In the seventh chapter of Hebrews, the author states the difference between Jesus' priesthood and the 
Levitical system. He demonstrates that not only are the two different, but Jesus' priesthood is superior to 
the Levitical order. In this context the statement is made that Jesus "is able to save completely those who 
come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for" us. As it appears in the King James 
Version: "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them." Notice: 
 
"He" in this verse is Christ. 
 
In these last days, God speaks to us "by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high...," (Heb. 1:2,3). 
 
Christ "is able" to save. 
 
He came to the earth, lived perfectly, died for us and God raised Him from the dead. Jesus is a Savior 
who did His work completely. He can set sinners free from the curse and bondage of sin and restore 
them to God. 
 
We can "come unto God" by Him. 
 
In fact, we cannot come to God any other way, or through anyone else. He said, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me," (Jno. 14:6). "For through Him we both 
have access by one Spirit to the Father," (Eph. 3:18). 
 
He "ever liveth." 
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The priests who served under the Old Testament Levitical system held a limited term of office. The 
Aaronic high priest was overcome by death. Jesus conquered death, and He is now our priest who lives 
forever. He is alive and always there to plead on our behalf. 
 
"He ever liveth to make intercession..." 
 
The Greek term translated "intercession" is a word that pertains to prayer: ENTUGCHANEIN (See 
Rom. 8:26,27; 8:34; Rom. 11:2). This word "speaks of the right approach to God; it speaks of the 
intimate fellowship which the Christian can enjoy with God; it means that we do not make our requests 
to God from a great distance and across some infinity of space, but that we can talk and converse with 
him as a man talks with his friend," (NEW TESTAMENT WORDS, by William Barclay, p.#85,86). We 
have the great privilege of entering into the presence of our Creator, and we can draw near with boldness 
because Jesus is there, making intercession for us. We can know He is there; and He is there to bless, 
protect and help those who have committed themselves to Him. 
 
"Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need," (Heb. 4:16). 
 

 By Warren E. Berkley   
 From Expository Files 2.12; December 1995 
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The Rock that is Higher Than I

Psalm 61:2

 
"From the end of the earth will I call unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: Lead me to the rock that 
is higher than I," Psa. 61:2. 
 
We should think often of the Rock of our Salvation. Our  Savior is Jesus. In what ways is Jesus "higher 
than I"?  
 
1. When we consider the deity of Christ, he is "higher than I." "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through him; and without him was not anything made that hath been made" (John 1:1-3). Jesus 
Christ is not just a man, though He was fully man. But, Jesus is God: "for in him were all things created, 
in the heavens and upon the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers; all things have been created through him and unto him; and he is before all 
things, and in him all things consist" (Colossians 1:16-17). No such thing could ever be said of a mere 
man. The Hebrew writer called Him God when he wrote: "but of the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever . . . And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the works of thy hands . . . ," (1:8,10). Truly, Jesus, the Rock of my salvation, is "higher 
than I" because of His deity. 
 
2. Jesus is "higher than I" in knowledge. The inspired apostle Paul writes of Him that "in Him are all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden" (Colossians  
2:3). Isaiah wrote of the coming Messiah: "And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
Jehovah" (Isaiah 11:2). Jesus knows much more than I can ever know. Jesus knows everything, even 
what other men are thinking: "But Jesus did not trust himself unto them, for that he knew all men, 
concerning man; for he himself knew what was in man" (John 2:24-25). Yes, Jesus is above me in 
knowledge. 
 
3. Jesus is "higher than I" in power. Fact of the matter is, He has all power. "And Jesus came to them 
and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth" (Matthew 
28:18). I can't say that, can you? The New Testament teaches that Jesus' power is so complete that "he is 
able even to subject all things unto himself" (Philippians 3:21), "for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:9). 
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4. Jesus is "higher than I" in that He is equal with the Father. Jesus said to the Jews of His time that God 
"hath given all judgment unto the Son; that all may honor the  
Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father that sent 
him" (John 5:22 23). Clearly, Jesus was claiming to be equal with the Father. Paul said that Jesus was 
equal with the Father and that "existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant" (Philippians 2:6-7). I never 
have been on an equality with God, have you? 
 
5. Jesus is "higher than I" in that He is an object of men's faith and worthy of worship. Peter affirmed of 
Him, "And we have believed and know that thou art the Holy One of God" (John 6:69). The Hebrew 
writer said of Him, "And when he again bringeth in the firstborn into the world he saith, And let all the 
angels of God worship Him" (Hebrews 1:6). Peter said, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy begat us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3). The angels certainly do not worship me, nor am I the object of 
other men's faith for their salvation. 
 
6. Jesus Christ is "higher than I" in that He is the only way to God. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John  
14:6). Peter and John told people that "He is the stone which was set at naught of you the builders, 
which was made the head of the corner. And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved" (Acts 4:11-12). I am not 
the way by which men come to God, are you? 
 
Yes, truly, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I!

Scanned from Christianity Magazine June 1992

By Brent Lewis 
From Expository Files 2.8; August, 1995
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In Him Was Life, and the Life Was the Light of Men

John 1:1-5 

 
The first five verses of John's gospel say quite a lot about Jesus. It is a grand introduction to the Son of 
God and the Savior of the world. The rest of the book is a record which was written to show "that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name." (JOHN 20:31). 
 
John, the son of Zebedee, was a Jew familiar with the customs and feasts of Israel. He was an apostle of 
Jesus and an eyewitness of Jesus' ministry . He observed that Jesus was tired as he sat by the well in 
Sychar, a city in Samaria. He was present at the final Passover. He specifies that it was the right ear of 
Malchus that Peter cut off with a sword in the misguided attempt to save Jesus from arrest. Clement of 
Rome, as early as 96 A.D. indicates a knowledge of John's gospel. It seems to have been written 
between 80 and 95 A.D., while the other three gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke were all finished by 
about 70 A.D. The reason this is important is because there is a rather large group of liberal, modernistic 
scholars who contend that the gospels were gradually compiled by early Christians in later generations 
to justify their faith, and were not written by inspired men present during the timeframe of Jesus' 
ministry and the book of Acts. But both historical references as well as the nature of the accounts 
themselves show otherwise. 
 
Consider the first five verses of John's gospel: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being by Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it." (JOHN 1:1-
5). 
 
JESUS THE WORD: HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD 
 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God." (JOHN 1:1,2). In the first century, it  was the Gnostics who were denying the deity 
of Christ. They were the wise of the age, the ancient counterparts to the modern, liberal skeptics. John's 
gospel, as well as his epistles, are an answer to such infidelity. 
 
In much the same way as we use words to express ideas, the Son is God's expression of Himself. Later, 
verse 14 identifies the Word as the One who "became flesh and dwelt among us." In this way, the Word 
explained God to us. 
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There are three things which we learn in the first two verses about the Person who became Jesus of 
Nazareth. First, that He was in the beginning with God. The Bible does not say He had a beginning, but 
that He was already there "in the beginning." 
 
Second, that He was "with God." He was in fellowship with the Father. The Scriptures show that He was 
equal with God, but "did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking 
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of man." (PHILIPPIANS 2:6,7). 
 
Third, we see that "the word was God." He possesses the characteristics of God, such as His eternal 
nature; His identity; His purpose and His mind. While Jesus certainly subjected Himself to human 
limitations during His incarnation (HEBREWS 2:17,18; 4:14-16; PHILIPPIANS 2:8), He did not 
become a different person. Even as He walked on earth, He was still the eternal One (JOHN 5:18; 8:56-
59; 11:30-33; 20:28). Regarding that last reference; any doctrine that makes one feel uncomfortable 
addressing Jesus as "My Lord and my God" is not a Biblical doctrine whether it comes from a liberal 
modernist, a member of a cult or even a misguided brother or sister in Christ! 
 
JESUS THE LIFE: HIS RELATIONSHIP TO CREATION 
 
"All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing has come into being that has come into 
being. In Him was life..." (JOHN 1:3,4a). One of the most used phrases in the Genesis account of 
creation is, "And God said..." When God spoke, it became so. In the creation, we witness the power, 
majesty and wisdom of God. The creative force which acted to bring all things into existence was not 
impersonal, but rather a living being. He is called "the Word" and He is eternal, He is with God and He 
is God. 
 
The One we came to know as Jesus was the active agent in creation. The Genesis account makes it clear 
that there is a plurality of Persons that are included in the one God we worship. The Bible says, "Then 
God said, 'Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness...." (Genesis 1:26). The Word 
carried out this determination of the mind of God. 
 
Some say the concept of a plurality of Persons as one God is difficult to understand. I agree, but I am not 
one who expects that it would be easy to comprehend all the facets of our eternal God. Certainly, if the 
Bible can speak of a man and woman "becoming one flesh" (Genesis 2:24) then it can also speak of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit as being "one God." 
 
There are several passages which speak of the Son's role in creation. God created "all things" which He 
"carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord." (EPHESIANS 3:9-11). Again, speaking of the Son; "For by Him 
all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth... all things have been created by Him and for 
Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together." (COLOSSIANS 1:16-17) and "in 
these last days has spoken to us through His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the world." (HEBREWS 1:2). 
 
These passages plainly show that the Son, or Word of God is the source of all creation. Nothing has 
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come into being apart from Him. This means that the Son Himself is eternal, for He couldn't have 
created Himself! He is the source of life itself. No created living thing exists apart from Him. 
 
JESUS THE LIGHT: HIS RELATIONSHIP TO MAN 
 
"...and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it." (JOHN 1:4b-5). The phrase "and the life was the light of men" is in the Greek imperfect 
tense. This means that "the life" began to be "the light of men" in the past and continues to be so in the 
present time. The Son of God is the source and essence of life itself. When lost in darkness and death, 
the best place to look for redemption is the source of all life (Jesus, the Son) and not the source of death 
(Satan, the adversary). The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." (ROMANS 6:23). 
 
Even as the Son first gave physical life to the creatures of the world, and just as He continues to "uphold 
all things by the word of His power" (HEBREWS 1:3), He offers spiritual life to the spiritually dead and 
eternal life to those who live by faith. In the darkness of suffering and sin, as evil and wickedness 
continues to have such a cruel impact on our existence in this world, it would seem as if people would be 
flocking to the light that has come into the world. But that is not the way it is! 
 
"And the light shines in darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it." The sad truth is darkness is 
opposed to the truth. Many have closed their hearts and  minds to the light. They choose to ignore it, 
neglect it, or even oppose it. Many have come to "love darkness" and "hate the light" because "their 
deeds were evil" (JOHN 3:19-21). The final result of this kind of rebellion is eternal darkness; a final 
separation from the light. But this also means a final separation from all that is good; from love, joy and 
peace. It means never ending sorrow, tears and pain. Do not retreat from the light! It leads to life! 

 By Jon W. Quinn.  
From Expository Files 2.7; July, 1995
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Come and See

John 1:45-51

 
 
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also in the 
prophets, wrote - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael said to him, 'Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?' Philip said to him, Come and see" (John 1:45, 46). "Come and see" was Philips' 
invitation, it is the Lord's invitation and it is our invitation to those lost in sin. 
 
Missouri is the "Show Me" state. I am not a native of Missouri but I believe this designation means that 
Missourians are not gullible. They expect to see something before they will believe. I am also reminded 
of the expression "seeing is believing." God does not ask us to believe without evidence. If one will 
"come see" Jesus through the pages of divine revelation he will believe, like Nathanael, that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Son of God, the King of Israel. 
 
 
"COME AND SEE" 
When Nathanael agreed to come, he had no great expectations about what he was going to see. His 
comment about Nazareth may not have been one of contempt but possibly a comment indicating the lack 
of any statements concerning Nazareth in Messianic prophecies. We can begin to understand his surprise 
when he was introduced to the Son of God, the King of Israel. He expected so little and found so much. 
 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Word who was God and with God (John 1:1), and had become flesh so that 
man could behold the glory of God (John 1:14). Centuries before, Moses said to God, "Please show me 
your glory" (Ex. 33:18). But lest he die, God set Moses in the cleft of the rock and covered him with His 
hand while He passed by. When he had passed by God took His hand away and allowed Moses to see 
His back (Ex. 33:20-23). God did not reveal himself fully to Moses, but in Jesus of Nazareth the 
revelation is complete. 
 
In a dream, it was revealed to Joseph that Mary's child was Immanuel, "God with us" (Mt. 1:23). On 
another occasion, Philip said to Jesus, "show us the Father," Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so 
long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:8, 9). 
 
Today, we are invited to "come and see" Jesus of Nazareth through the pages of God's holy word. If one 
will just take an honest look at the eyewitness account of His life and teaching, His death, burial, and 
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resurrection, they will come face to face with the Son of God, the King of Israel. 
 
"I SAW YOU" 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming, He made a statement concerning Nathanael's character, "Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile" (John 1:47). When Nathanael asked Jesus how He knew him, 
Jesus answered, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you" (John 1:48). 
Jesus knew everything about Nathanael, his actions and his heart. The Samaritan women, also impressed 
by Jesus' omniscience, went into the city and told the men, "Come, and see a Man who told me all things 
that I ever did" (John 4:29). 
 
How is it that Jesus knew so much about Nathanael and the Samaritan woman? It was because God 
knows all things. He knows everything about me and He knows everything about you. In fact there is 
nothing that we can conceal from Him. "O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know my 
sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my path and my 
lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold, O 
Lord, You know it altogether...where can I flee from your presence" (Ps. 139:1-4, 7)? He sees us. 
 
"YOU WILL SEE GREATER THINGS THAN THESE" 
Nathanael, convinced by the demonstration of divine omniscience, exclaimed to Jesus, "You are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel" (John 1:49)! Jesus told Nathanael, "You will see greater things than 
these...Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and  descending upon the Son of Man" (John 1:50, 51). 
 
Nathanael had seen enough to convince him that Jesus was the Son of God. Even greater things would 
be seen by Nathanael. He would see the fulfillment of God's eternal will for man's redemption through 
this Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
In a dream, the patriarch, Jacob "beheld a ladder set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and 
there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it" (Gen. 28:12). The Lord stood above it and 
said, "I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will 
give to you and your descendants. Also your descendants shall be as dust of the earth; you shall spread 
abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed" (Gen. 28:13, 14). When Jacob awoke he said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, 
and I did not know it...How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven" (Gen. 28:17)! 
 
The ladder, or stairway, in Jacob's dream is between heaven and earth. It is that which allows access to 
the earth from heaven and access to heaven from the earth. In Jesus' statement to Nathanael, the Son of 
Man is the one upon whom the angels ascend and descend. The Son of Man is Jesus. It is a name Jesus 
applied to himself many times. Jesus said that He, The Son of Man is the one who would: be "lifted 
up" (John 3:13-14), "execute judgment" (John 5:27), give "everlasting life" (John 6:27, 53), and be 
glorified (John 12:23).  
 
Angels are the messengers of God ascending and descending. Ascending with reports of their earthly 
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reconnaissance (Zech. 1:11), and descending to execute God's will. What is it that allows God to 
accomplish His will? It is the work of Jesus Christ, His Son. God's promise of blessing to Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob and all the families of the earth was in the "seed," and that seed is Christ (Gal. 3:16). 
Christ's work is one of mediation. He is the bridge between God and man, heaven and earth. 
 
Jesus told Nathanael that he would see heaven open (John1:51). The patriarchs "died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off" (Heb. 11:13). Concerning salvation the prophets 
"inquired and searched diligently" (1 Peter 1:10) testifying "beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the 
glories that would follow" (1 Peter 1:11). Nathanael would see the day when men could "come boldly to 
the throne of grace" that they might "obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16). 
 
The miraculous signs, witnessed by men in the first century were truly amazing and wonderful, creating 
faith. But, there are "greater things." The emphasis is not on the sign, but on what the sign is pointing to. 
"And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name" (John 20:30, 31). 
 
If we will "come and see," we like Nathanael can come to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. And 
believing we will see "greater things." We will see that the Son has opened heaven and we can have life 
in His name.

 

By Karl Hennecke 
From Expository Files 1.5; May, 1994
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Historically True, Eternally Significant

1 Corinthians 15:1-8

 
 
"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he 
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time." (1 Corinthians 15:1-8, KJV). 
 
Perhaps due to the influence of Greek philosophers in Corinth, a skeptical attitude had invaded the 
church regarding the validity of the resurrection; some were saying, "there is no resurrection of the 
dead," (see verse 12). Paul had to deal with this because of the direct implications on the faith of the 
gospel. 
 
Just in the first two verses of the text, notice five basic things about the gospel: (a) it is to be preached, 
(b) it must be received, (c) those who receive it must stand on it, (d) by this reception of the gospel 
sinners are saved, and (e) we must "hold fast," or "keep in memory" the gospel, "unless (we) have 
believed in vain." Any approach to the gospel or teaching that ignores these five things must be rejected. 
This was Paul's starting point in his affirmation of the truth of the resurrection, and the resurrection of 
Christ in particular. 
 
In the preaching of the gospel, the apostles announces these historical truths: 
 
(1) "Christ died for our sins." 
 
(2) "He was buried." 
 
(3) "He rose again." 
 
(4) "He was seen." 
 
 This great text makes us aware and helps us "keep in memory" the real events in history upon which the 
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gospel (and our salvation) is based. The message proclaimed by the apostles was not based on something 
enacted in another place, like the activities of the Greek gods. The gospel preached by the apostles is 
based on real events; happenings that can be given date, place and persons involved. Too, these events 
happened in the view of many (assembled to celebrate the Passover), so these were matters "sufficiently 
known, and not denied by any one" (Macknight, Apostolic Epistles, p.#197). Christ really died for our 
sins, He was buried but rose again and "was seen." On the basis of these significant events that happened 
under the providential hand of God, there is good news for sinners: we can be saved! Jesus Christ "died 
for our sins ... the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive by the Spirit," (1 Pet. 3:18). In another place, Paul simply said, "We believe that Jesus died 
and rose," (1 Thess. 4:14). 
 
"And that He was buried," is not redundant. It functions to verify the reality of His death. A dead corpse 
was laid in the grave. Perhaps this was stressed in response to Jewish counter-charges that the "risen" 
Lord had never in fact risen, but had been stolen away. Christians were able to answer: "He not only 
died, but he was buried, and we can show you an empty tomb!" 
 
The Biblical account of these great events must be central in our preaching our worship and our lives. 
Gospel truth can make a difference in our lives to the extent we understand and are convinced of the 
death, burial and resurrection of Christ. Thus Paul urges us to "hold fast" (NKJ) or "keep in 
memory" (KJV) these historical events. The Christian must know, his faith is not built on legends, fairy 
tales or even myths, but on actual events. 
 
The fact of Christ's resurrection has enormous implications. Had it all ended on the cross, there would be 
no good news to share, no church, no New Testament, and no hope (see vss. 12-19). The resurrection is 
fundamental to our faith, and must have a prominent place in our preaching (see: Acts 2:24; 3:26; 4:2, 
etc.). The fact of His resurrection is not just about a "surviving influence" or "a resuscitated corpse." 
"The resurrection was a dramatic act of God by which He arrested the natural process of decay and 
decomposition ('you will not ... let your Holy One see decay'), rescued Jesus out of the realm of death, 
and changed his body into a new vehicle for His personality, endowed with new powers and possessing 
immortality," (Stott, The Contemporary Christian, p.#76). Further, the resurrection assures us of God's 
forgiveness (Acts 17:30,31), testifies to us of God's power (Eph. 1:18-20), and is our guarantee of God's 
ultimate triumph (1 Thess. 4:14). 
 
These events go back into the counsels of eternity (1 Pet. 1:18-20), were foretold by the prophets (Lk. 
24:44-46), are pictured when one obeys the gospel (Rom. 6:1-4), and must be preached to the whole 
creation (Mark 16:15). Everything that took place under the hand of God before that fateful day of 
crucifixion was in preparation for it. All that came after it was in order to apply it to us. To Jesus, His 
death meant pain, sorrow and humiliation; and He went through that ordeal for us! "For the joy that was 
set before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame," (Heb. 12:2). He died our death, that we 
might live unto Him.

By  Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 1.5; May, 1994
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A Savior Is Born

Luke 2:1-20

 
When the angel announced to the shepherds the birth of Jesus he said: "Be not afraid; for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people: for there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." Jesus is our Savior! What good news! Let us briefly examine 
some of the events that surround this glorious announcement. 
 
NO ROOM FOR A SAVIOR (vv.1-8). Luke records an important historical event that took place 
during the days of Caesar Augustus. Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem because it was the time for 
enrollment. There was someone else that went with them that day. Mary was carrying the  world's Savior 
inside her. The city was crowded because many had come to be enrolled and there was no room in the 
inn for Joseph, Mary and our Savior. 
 
Today, the hearts of many are like that little inn of Bethlehem; crowded with sin; crowed with worldly 
cares, pleasures, prizes and pursuits; and crowed with human wisdom; so much so that they have no 
room for the Savior in their lives. Jesus said: "Behold I stand at the door and knock, if any may hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Revelation 
3:20). Will you open the door of your heart and give the Savior room in your life? 
 
AN ANGEL'S SERMON (vv.9-14). Outside the city of Bethlehem some shepherds were watching 
over their flocks by night. Suddenly, an angel appeared to them and said: "Be not afraid..." There was no 
reason for the shepherds to fear because what the angel was about to say was a glorious revelation from 
God. The coming of a Savior into the world is a cause for rejoicing, not fear. What did the angel 
announce? 
 
First, notice the character of his announcement. The angel announced "good tidings of great joy." It is a 
joyous occasion when a Savior comes into the world and we obey him. Jesus said: "Even so, I say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth" (Luke 15:10). After 
the Eunuch believed the good news about Jesus and was baptized, "he went on his way rejoicing" (Acts 
8:39). There is no joy like the joy of salvation from sin. 
 
Second, notice the scope of his announcement. What the angel said was not just for the shepherds, but 
"to all the people." Jesus is indeed the "Savior of the world" (John 4:42; 1 John 4:14). No race, color, 
class or gender of people are exempt from salvation. However, all must obey the gospel of Jesus in order 
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to be saved. Speaking of Jesus, the writer of Hebrews said: "he became unto all them that obey him the 
author of eternal salvation" (Hebrews 5:9). Paul wrote that Jesus is "the Savior of the body" (Ephesians 
5:23). We must therefore be "baptized into the one body" (1 Corithians 12:13) in order to be saved by 
the Savior. 
 
Third, notice the substance of his announcement. The angel said that Jesus was "a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord." Jesus is "Savior" because he saves mankind from sin (Matthew 1:21). Jesus is 
"Christ" ("Christ" means anointed) because God anointed him to heal all mankind from spiritual illness 
(Luke 4:18-19). Jesus is "Lord" because he is ruler of all mankind (Acts 10:36). Will you let Jesus save 
you, heal your spiritual illnesses and rule your life? 
 
Soon this angelic messenger was joined by a multitude of other angels who offered praise to God, 
saying: "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased." God 
is to be praised for giving us such a wonderful Savior. Paul wrote: "But God commendeth his own love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). Peace comes to each 
man when his sin which separates him from God is removed by the blood of Jesus through baptism. 
Again Paul wrote: "Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Romans 5:1). Do you want this peace in your life? 
 
URGENT SHEPHERDS (vv.15-20). What did the shepherds do with this new revelation from 
God? They showed intense interest. When the angels departed the shepherds immediately made plans to 
come into Bethlehem to see the Savior, "and they came with haste." When someone is sincere and 
serious about his own salvation he will make immediate plans to find the Savior. He will search until he 
finds Jesus. Jesus said: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled" (Matthew 5:6). On another occasion when he was asked by his disciples, "Lord, are they few that 
are saved," Jesus said: "Strive to enter in by the narrow door: for many, I say unto you, shall seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able" (Luke 13:24). Only the urgent, only those who strive, will be saved. The 
Savior is waiting to be found on the pages of the New Testament. Will you, like the shepherds, make 
haste to find him? 
 
The enthusiasm of the shepherds did not cease when they found the Savior. When they saw Jesus they 
"made known concerning the saying which was spoken to them about this child." Their news was to 
joyous to keep to themselves so they proclaimed to all that could hear. When you have a good thing you 
want to share it with others. The first century Christians "went about preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). 
 
When we find the Savior and obey him we will return to our daily routine the same way these shepherds 
did - "glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen..." Sometime after the 
apostle Paul found the Savior and obeyed him he said: "For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we 
wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Philippians 3:20). Can you say the same? 
 

 By Chris Reeves 
From Expository Files 1.3; March, 1994
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Consider Him

Hebrews 3:1

 
In the first two chapters of Hebrews there is a very clear line of thought developed. Following this line 
of thought will not only open up the book of Hebrews to better study, but will provide great truth to 
change your life or keep your life changed. Here's the way this line of thought might be outlined:  
 
· God has spoken in His Son (1:1,2).  
 
· His Son, Jesus, is far above angels (1:3-14).  
 
· Therefore, we should give more earnest heed to the gospel (2:1-4). 
 
· Though above angels, Jesus was made lower than the angels; deity became flesh, but was exalted: 
"crowned with glory and honor," (2:5-8). 
 
· The incarnation took place "so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone," to "bring 
many sons to glory," (2:9-13). 
 
· He frees us from the lifelong fear of death and comes to our aid (2:14-18). 
 
This leads us to Hebrews 3:1 - "Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, 
the Apostle and High Priest of our confession." 
 
This word "consider" in this verse has no casual connotation. In modern use we may apply the word 
"consider" to matters of no great importance. Or we may use the word to indicate some passing notice or 
choice we might think a little about. "Consider" in this passage means much more. This has to do with 
perception far deeper than casual choices.  
 
It means "to perceive clearly," and "to understand fully, consider closely." Jesus said to consider the 
beam in your own eye (Matt. 7:3) and consider the lilies of the field (Lk. 12:27). Later in Hebrews, 
Christians are admonished to consider one another, to provoke unto love and good works (Heb. 10:24). 
W.E. Vines says of the original term, "It is translated by the verbs 'behold,' Acts 7:31,32; Jas. 1:23,24; 
'perceive,' Luke 20:23; 'discover," Acts 27:39."
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In your Bible reading and study, little will be accomplished until you really get serious about 
considering Jesus Christ. Everything in the Old Testament points to Him. Everything in the New 
Testament informs us of His arrival, showing Him to be our Savior. The preaching of the apostles was 
the preaching of "Jesus Christ and Him crucified," (1 Cor. 2:2). Baptism is "into Christ," (Rom. 6:3), 
putting us into the Church of Christ (Acts 2:47). Those who have obeyed the gospel are Christians (of 
Christ), and they live under His authority (Matt. 28:18-20). There is salvation is no other name (Acts 
4:12). If you neglect the truth about Jesus Christ, you have missed the point of the gospel. Consider 
Him. He must be the object of close and serious consideration.  
 
The exhortation in Heb. 3:1 is directed to Christians: "holy brethren," "partakers of a heavenly calling." 
The Hebrew letter was originally written to Christians who came out of Judaism. They were being 
tempted to abandon Christ and drift back into Judaism. One step they needed to take away from this 
temptation was, to consider Jesus Christ; to seriously think about and discover the value of the truth 
about Him. 
 
You cannot be faithful to a Master you do not know! You cannot effectively share a message you do not 
fully appreciate. You cannot relate to your brethren and serve their needs if you do not cherish your 
elder brother. Consider Him. 
 
He is "the Apostle." Jesus is the One sent by God (Jno. 3:34; 5:36-38; 20:21). God didn't send an angel. 
He didn't send Moses to be our Savior. Jesus is the One sent. Consider Him. 
 
He is the "High Priest of our confession." Think of access to God. Jesus is our access to God. He came 
"to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people," (Heb. 2:17). "For we do not 
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all 
things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need," (Heb. 4:15,16). 
 
You can be a stronger, better person, as a result of every moment you spend in serious contemplation of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Consider Him. Who is He to you? The race God has set out before us 
cannot be finished without "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God," (Heb. 12:2). 
 
"Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of 
our confession." 
 
"This verse holds up Jesus as the Apostle, High Priest and Paragon of all religious pro-fession, the only 
infallible Exemplar, the universal Archetype of the Gospel dispensation, in contradistinction to Moses in 
bygone ages." (W.B. Godbey) 
 

By Warren E. Berkley 
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The Messiah and Jerusalem: The Amazing Prophecy of Daniel

Daniel 9:24-27

 
 
Jesus had died. He had been “cut off from he land of the living.” On the third day, He was raised back 
up to life. On the following forty days, He met with His apostles to help them in understanding how the 
events that they had witnessed had been prophesied and how that His rejection, death, burial and 
resurrection were a fulfillment of these ancient prophecies. There were over 300 prophecies written from 
400 to 1,000 years previous to His coming. All of them were fulfilled.

One of the most remarkable (to me, at least) of these prophecies is one made by Daniel. "Seventy weeks 
have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, 
to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and 
to anoint the most holy place. o you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore 
and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be 
built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah 
will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and 
the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are 
determined. And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the 
week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one 
who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who 
makes desolate." (Daniel 9:24-27). 
 
The Historical Context 
The nation of Judah had fallen away from God. Jeremiah had foretold that God would withhold His 
blessings and protection, and that Judah would be conquered and taken into captivity which would last 
for 70 years (Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10). This was later fulfilled when Babylon conquered Judah and took 
them into captivity, the first deportation according to history took place in 605 B.C. and the return in 535 
B.C. Daniel himself was one of the young men taken into captivity and lived to see the the return 
commence under Darius (Daniel 9:2).

70 years fulfilled a Divine pattern. The Law of Moses had commanded that every 7th year be a 
“sabbatical year.” This Law of God had been neglected for most of Israel's history, so the Lord decreed 
that they would spend one year in captivity for every sabbatical year they had failed to keep as a nation. 
They had missed 70 sabbatical years during their 490 years as a nation.
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But also, this 490 year figure not only looked back into time, it also looked forward. The Messiah would 
come and “make atonement for iniquity” in 70 units of seven, referred to in the context as “weeks” but 
the word means a unit of seven. In this case, it would not be 7 days but 7 years (Daniel 9:24; cf. 2 
Chronicles 36:20,21; Leviticus 25:3,4). 

The time of Daniel's prophecy can be precisely pin pointed due to the mention of Darius beginning his 
reign (Daniel 9:1,2). This would make it 538 B.C. The angel Gabriel assures Daniel that not only will he 
see the return from captivity, but also gives much more far reaching information concerning the coming 
of the Messiah another five centuries in the future. 
 
The Messiah and His Mission 
The prophecy states forth the primary mission of the Messiah, and gives several particulars in addition to 
a very precise timing of the event: 

1) He would come and deal with the problem of sin. (9:24). Note three different phrases used in the 
prophecy; “to finish the transgression”; “to make an end of sin”; “to make atonement for iniquity.” Jesus 
introduced a system by His own blood through which one can be washed from his sins and held 
accountable for them no longer as well as continue to be forgiven as one walks by faith and seeks 
forgiveness by repentance.

2) He would bring in everlasting righteousness. (9:24). Jesus enacted heaven's plan to make sinners 
righteous by grace through faith (Romans 1:16,17; 3:21-26).

3) He would seal up the vision (9:24). This means to bring to completion; to close or finish. With the 
coming of Jesus and His new covenant, Divine revelation was completed. With the generation who were 
alive during Jesus' life, we see the last living prophets and prophetesses. With those men and women and 
the messages given through them, prophecy would cease. (Hebrews 1:1,2; 1 Corinthians 13:8-10).

4) He would anoint the Holy Place. (9:24). Jesus is the Messiah (Hebrew), or Christ (Greek). Both of 
these words mean “anointed one.” When Jesus ascended into heaven, He entered the true, spiritual Holy 
Place where He lives and intercedes for us (Hebrews 9:11,12).

5) He will make a firm covenant with many. (9:27). His covenant is the New Testament, ratified by His 
death (Hebrews 8:6).

6) He will bring OT sacrifices to an end. (9:27). He did this by offering Himself as our only perfect sin 
offering, thus fulfilling the Law and taking that system out of the way. (Hebrews 7:18,19; 24,25).  
 
The Prophetic Chronology 
Daniel's prophecy itself indicates when it will be fulfilled. It tells us of the beginning point, the duration 
period, and the fulfilling event.
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The beginning point (9:25). The edict to rebuild Jerusalem is where we begin the 490 year count down 
to the Messiah. There were actually three such edicts issued, so we'll have to figure out which one.

The duration period (9:24). 70 weeks. Again, the term “week” means “unit of seven” and could refer to 
seven days, weeks, months or years. Since the looking back covered 490 years, then it is reasonable to 
do the same looking forward.

The fulfilling event (9:26). This would be the 'cutting off of the Messiah.” This refers to His death. This 
will happen in the middle of the final “unit of seven” or 486 1/2 years in the future.

In 457 B.C. Ezra led a group back to rebuild Jerusalem by the King's edict (Ezra 7:6,7; 9:9). To this 
beginning point. Add the above 486 1/2 years and we come to 30 A.D. which is the date of the 
crucifixion! Following this, as punishment for putting the Messiah to death, Jerusalem would be 
destroyed. This, too, was accomplished by the Roman armies led by ''the prince who is to come” (this 
would be Titus who would take his father's place as emperor) exactly as Daniel had said (cf. Matthew 
24:15; 34). After a siege, Jerusalem was burned and the sanctuary was completely destroyed. But Jesus 
had already ascended back to heaven to serve in the new sanctuary. Our hope is in Him! 
 
Based on article by Wayne Jackson; 
Reason & Revelation; 1997

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 11.12; December 2004 
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The Glorified Christ

Revelation 1:5

 
 
When you think of the book of Revelation what are the first images that come to your mind? Probably 
the dramatic symbols written by John and their proper interpretation. Also the application of those 
messages to your daily life. 
 
Let’s go beyond our first impressions to the Person of the book. The person of this book is not the 
apostle John who saw the visions and recorded them. The person of this book is not the great red dragon 
or the beast from the sea. The person who is at the center of this book is Jesus Christ. 
 
“John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was 
and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved 
us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, He is coming with clouds, and 
every eye will see Him, and they also who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn 
because of Him. Even so, Amen. ‘I am the alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the end,’ says the 
Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty’.” Rev. 1:4-8 
 
One of the great keys to understanding the book of Revelation (in fact, understanding the New 
Testament and the whole Bible) is the truth about Jesus Christ, revealed in the dignified language of this 
final book of the New Testament. Reverently consider what is said of Him in Rev. 1:5. 
 
 
Jesus Christ Is “The Faithful Witness” 
A witness is one who testifies, so the chief expectation of a witness is to tell the truth. In our system – 
civil and criminal courts and investigative hearings – witnesses are qualified in terms of three things: 
Reputation, Competence & Knowledge. 
 
If someone has a bad or questionable reputation – if they might be considered incompetent in some way 
– or if they do not really know about the matter under consideration – they are not regarded as good 
witnesses. 
 
These requirements must be met: Reputation, Competence and Knowledge. Witnesses can quickly be 
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impeached if they lack these qualifications. When Jesus Christ is judged by these three standards the 
conclusion is, He is the perfect witness. Let’s examine Him by each of the three qualifications: 
 
As to REPUTATION – Even the Roman official whose permission was sought to execute Jesus said: “I 
have found no guilt in this man,” (Lk. 23:13). Honest readers of the Bible today conclude that Jesus 
suffered no mark against His reputation. Peter said of Him: He “went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him,” (Acts 10:38). Pilate’s wife said: “Have 
nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of 
Him,” (Matt. 27:19). Quoting from Isa. 6, 1 Pet. 3:22 says, He “committed no sin, nor was guile found in 
His mouth.” Judged based on reputation, Jesus is qualified as The Faithful Witness.  
 
COMPETENCE is another standard applied to witnesses. Competence means mentally capable; having 
those skills of judgment, reaction and capacity for mature decisions. The temple guards who came to 
arrest Jesus – observed, and then confessed the maturity, the competence they saw in Him. 
 
They said, “Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks,” (Jno. 7:46). Now these were the officers 
of the chief priests and Pharisees; men not likely to entertain any prejudiced in favor of Jesus. They had 
never heard anybody speak such deep and profound things. Their confession of His competence was 
similar to the observation made after His “sermon on the Mount” – “He taught them as One having 
authority, not as the Scribes,” (Matt. 7:29). Jesus proves Himself to be a faithful witness – in His 
spotless reputation; in His impressive competence . . .  
 
And, in His KNOWLEDGE. The question here is, does the witness know what He is talking about? In 
the first chapter of Colossians Paul describes Jesus Christ in many ways, with words and phrases chosen 
by the Holy Spirit to put before us the Incomparable Christ (Col. 1:13-20). Look at that first phrase in 
verse 16: “…by Him all things were created…” Jesus was there when all things were created – but not 
an inactive observer; rather an active, divine participant in the work of creation. “…By Him all things 
were created…” Jesus possesses the perfect knowledge of One who was active in the creation of all 
things.  
 
I ask you to consider, therefore, Jesus Christ as the faithful witness. He enjoys spotless reputation, 
perfect competence, and the highest kind of knowledge. Now remember – the chief expectation of a 
witness is – to tell the truth. Jesus has absolutely no other experience – I mean, He has never told 
anything that wasn’t the truth! He is, and ought to be so regarded by us today – as The Faithful Witness.  
 
I was doing some work on another subject for another lesson the other day - and I had reason to look up 
the word “Martyr” in Easton’s Bible Dictionary. I found this entry:  
 
Martyr — one who bears witness of the truth, and suffers death in the cause of Christ (Acts 22:20; Rev. 
2:13; 17:6). In this sense Stephen was the first martyr. The Greek word so rendered in all other cases is 
translated “witness.” (1.) In a court of justice (Matt. 18:16; 26:65; Acts 6:13; 7:58; Heb. 10:28; 1 Tim. 
5:19). (2.) As of one bearing testimony to the truth of what he has seen or known (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8, 
22; Rom. 1:9; 1 Thess. 2:5, 10; 1 John 1:2). [1]  
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Jesus Christ lived by the truth of God and died because of that loyalty. All that He did; all that He was; 
all that He said was because of His resolute loyalty to the truth of God. He bore witness to what He 
knew was true and right and that standard has been conveyed to us – through His chosen men – written 
in the New Testament. Jesus said one time: “I speak the things which I have seen with My 
Father…,” (Jno. 8:38). There’s your FAITHFUL WITNESS. “I’m telling you what I know to be true…” 
“I speak the things which I have seen with My Father,” and then in this same context He said: “…if you 
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine,” (Jno. 8:31).  
 
Our pressing need today – as individuals made in the image of God – is to accept Jesus Christ as The 
Faithful Witness. He faithfully testified the truth 
 
of God and His life exemplified that standard. He caused His testimony to be written for our learning 
and for our living today. You need someone in your life who will tell you the truth about yourself. You 
need someone in your life who will tell you the truth about God. You need someone in your life who 
will tell you the truth about how you ought to think . . . how you ought to speak . . . what you ought to 
do . . . and how you should prepare for death. Jesus Christ is that Faithful Witness.  
 
In a quotation cited by Trench, these eloquent words about the Faithful Witness: 
 
“A faithful witness, because He gave faithful testimony concerning all things which were to be testified 
by Him in the world.  
 
A faithful witness, because whatever He heard from the Father, He faithfully made known to His 
disciples. 
 
A faithful witness, because He taught the way of God in truth, neither did He care for any one nor regard 
the person of men. 
 
A faithful witness, because He announced condemnation to the reprobate and salvation to the elect.  
 
A faithful witness because He confirmed by miracles the truth which He taught in words. 
 
A faithful witness because He denied not, even in death, the Father’s testimony to Himself. 
 
A faithful witness, because He will give testimony in the day of judgment concerning the works of the 
good and of the evil.” (From PORTRAITS OF JESUS IN REVELATION, by Weldon Warnock, FC 
Lectures, ’94). 
 
“The Firstborn from the Dead” 
Jesus is called “The Firstborn of the dead,” Or in some translations: “The Firstborn From The Dead.” 
Now, if we only had the word “firstborn” there might be an impulsive conclusion about someone being 
the first to be born. In this context in Revelation chapter one – and particularly, in reference to Christ - 
we should read the entire phrase: FIRSTBORN OF THE DEAD, or FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD. 
The same expression is found in Colossians chapter one: 
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Col. 1:15 – the firstborn of all creation. 
 
Col. 1:18 – firstborn from the dead. 
 
Here in Rev. 1:5, in the King James, the expression is: First begotten of the dead. That word “begotten” 
carries the idea of primacy, priority; the first. The truth conveyed is this simple: Jesus arose from the 
dead, never to experience death again! Thus He is called “The Prince of Life” in Acts 3:15. And “the 
first fruits of those who are asleep,” in 1 Cor. 15:20. Hades held him for only a few hours and Peter 
announced this on the Day of Pentecost when He said: “God raised Him up again . . . since it was 
impossible for Him to be held in its power,” (Acts 2:24). Lazarus rose to die again. Christ rose to die no 
more. Scripture was fulfilled in this epoch event. Psalms 2:7 has God saying: This day have I begotten 
Thee – quoted by Paul in Acts 13:33, and referred to in Romans 1:1-4. Jesus was the first of the dead, to 
rise to life – never to die again.  
 
This truth about Him is not only what we believe; it is our hope, as Paul said in 1 Thess. 4:14 – “For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.” 
 
“The Ruler Over The Kings Of The Earth” 
No ruler on earth is really supreme and absolutely autonomous. None. Men may acclaim their leaders to 
be sovereign; they may afford their human leaders the praise and titles that would express the language 
of final authority and elevated power. Yet - No ruler on earth is really supreme and absolutely 
autonomous. 
 
God is in control and God has said concerning Jesus: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear Ye Him,” (Matt. 17:5). God gave to Jesus Christ “all authority” in heaven and on earth 
(Matt. 28:18). Jesus is “The Ruler Over The Kings of The Earth!” 
 
Let me ask you: Where are those men, who according to historical account, sought to dominate the 
world? Where are those who tried to build the Tower of Babel? Men like Nimrod? Pharaoh? 
Nebuchadnezzar? Cyrus, Alexander the Great Constantine? The Herods? Nero? Hitler, Stalin? They all 
died; their kingdoms fell; the dreams of their grandeur written in history books – but never achieved. 
Jesus Christ obtained by the cross and the will of God – what men have sought out by sin. He is the 
Ruler of the Kings of the earth. God raised Him from the dead, to His right hand and Phil. 2:9 describes 
this as God highly exalting Him, and bestowing on Him the name which is above every name. 
Everything is under the rule of Christ. Men function in civil governments on earth and in time. Men and 
nations compete; dictators rise and fall. Men treat their fellows with cruelty; advance their egocentric 
desires, sometimes in the name of religion – and eventually die and suffer the outcome of their sin. But 
everything is under the rule of Christ. In ultimate reality – no man or group of men can ever overrule 
Christ. 
 
The world is in the hands of Christ, and His disciples take great comfort in that truth. This does not 
cancel the free moral agency of men and women. People make wrong choices; there are victims of sin. 
There are things happening in the earthly realm we may not fully understand while we are here. But in 
the heavenly realm, Deity remains in control. 
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If – in moments of trial – you should entertain any doubt about this; if you should think someday that 
perhaps men have ultimate control, read again from Psalms, chapter two. When nations rage and people 
plot vain things . . . When the kings of the earth set themselves against what is right and take counsel 
together against the Lord . . . Verse 4 says: “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold 
them in derision.” 
 
Jesus Christ is today the faithful witness; the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. One more thing from the book of Revelation – this statement of praise to Christ, in chapter five 
and verse 12: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing,” then in verse 13: “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, 
be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.”  
 
What is your present attitude Jesus Christ? Are you living under His authority today? Have you obeyed 
Him, being baptized into His death? Are you walking in Him - - the faithful witness; the firstborn from 
the dead . . . the ruler of the kings of the earth?? 
 

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 11.12; December 2004 
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The Baptism of Jesus

Matthew 3:13-17

 
 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus was  baptized?  Have you ever considered that His obedience has lessons for us in it?  Have you ever considered His 
holy righteousness and  need for "perfection" to bring Christians to perfection? We hope to cover some of these points in  this article.
 
          We find the accounts of Jesus' baptism in Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11 and Luke 3:21-22. Consider Matthew's account: "Then Jesus arrived from 
Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. But John tried to prevent Him, saying, 'I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to 
me?' But Jesus answering said to him, 'Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.' Then he permitted Him. And after 
being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and 
coming upon Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, 'This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.'
 
"To Be Baptized"
          Jesus had a purpose in mind in seeking out John. He wanted to be baptized by him (Matthew 3:13). The Greek word "baptizo"  means "immersion."  
John was immersing people in the waters of the Jordan River. He was not sprinkling a little water on them, neither was he pouring water on them. In fact, 
even today the Greek Orthodox church practices immersion because they, being Greek, know what the word meant. It would not be appropriate to refer to 
John as "John the sprinkler."
 
          This is exactly why John chose the location he did to do his work. If he had been "John the Sprinkler" he could have carried some water with him. But 
because he immersed, he had to work in an area that had enough water. The Bible says, "And John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there 
was much water there; and they were coming and were being baptized." (John 3:23). John selected this place "because" of what? Because there was 
"much water there!" 
 
     We can see implications that immersion was involved from the language used. John was baptizing "in"  the Jordan River (Matthew 3:6; Mark 1:0) and 
this involved going "down into" and  "coming up out of"  the water (Mark 1:10).
 
Trying to Prevent Baptism
          Often the world tries to prevent people from being baptized, but not usually for the same reasons! (Matthew 3:14). Instead, sometimes a human 
religious creed/tradition stipulates sprinkling. At other times, relatives/friends are against it. Today, in some nations, it is a crime to teach people to be 
baptized! But  John's reason was very different!
 
          John had been baptizing people "for remission of sins"  (Mark 1:4). Before being baptized, the people had been coming and confessing their sins (Mark 
1:5; Matthew 3:6).  But Jesus had no sins (Hebrews 4:15). For this reason, John did not think that baptizing Jesus would be appropriate, and suggested a 
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better way would be for Jesus to baptize John.
 
          Now even today there might be some good reasons not to baptize someone. We should not baptize one who does not believe or repent (Mark 16:16; 
Acts 2:38). Neither should we baptize a person who is ignorant of it's purpose -  to receive the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). If one has not reached the 
maturity to accept the gospel by faith, then he or she should not be baptized (Acts 8:12).           
 
Permitting Baptism
          "But Jesus answering said to him, 'Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.' Then he permitted Him.' (Matthew 
3:15) All John thought about Jesus' perfect sinlessness was true. But Jesus calls upon John to make this exception because it was "fitting" to do so.
 
          Here's why:  This Jesus was God in human flesh obeying the commands of John, who was the prophet of God. John's work had been prophesied in the 
Old Testament (see Matthew 3:3). Jesus had come to do the will of the Father. He said, "I have come to do thy will" (Hebrews. 10:7-8). John was God's 
prophet, and Jesus would be obedient unto the Father by being baptized by the Father's prophet.
 
          This is what is meant by "fulfill all righteousness." Jesus intended on doing all that was God's will for Him to do. That is how we "fulfill all righteousness"  
today as well. We ought to have the same intention that Jesus did to do the Father's will.
 
          Just as there is much controversy in the religious world today about baptism, there was in Jesus' world as well. (see Luke 7:29-30.) The people who 
understood their need as sinners for God's grace accepted John's baptism and God's justification (righteousness). Others, like the Pharisees,  rejected 
John's  baptism and sought to prevent others from being baptized (see Matthew 21:23-28; 23:13).
 
    And today as well; just as certainly as rejecting John meant rejecting God; so does rejecting the messages of Scripture concerning baptism today (1 
Peter 3:20,21).
 
Righteousness and Perfection
          Jesus was baptized by John in the River Jordan (Mark 1:9). Jesus was motivated by His reverence for the Father's will (Hebrews  5:7-9). The word 
translated "fear" (KJV) or "piety" (NASB) means to possess that careful and watchful reverence which seeks to obey in every circumstance. Like Jesus, we 
should be careful to obey God in everything.
 
          The Hebrew writer also says that Jesus was  made "perfect." The word translated "perfect"  means to complete, to initiate, or to qualify. Jesus came to 
accomplish all that God meant for Him to do, and His baptism was a part of that. Jesus would leave nothing undone that God had appointed. That should be 
our attitude as well. 
    
Power After Baptism
          "And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
as a dove, and coming upon Him" (Matthew 3:16).   This, too, had been prophesied (see Isaiah. 61:1-2a - quoted as fulfilled in Luke 4:18). The Lord had 
told John that He would identify His Son in this way (John 1:32-34).
 
          The Father made it known that He was "well pleased"  with His Son (Matthew 3:17). It is a successful life when it is lived to please God. It was Jesus' 
purpose, and it ought to be ours as well. 
 
          As Christians, we have been immersed into Christ (Romans 6:3-4). We did not let anything "prevent"  us from being baptized. It is God's command, and 
we revered Him in keeping it. When we did so, He washed away our sins (Acts 22:16).   It pleased the Father to take away our sins and receive us into His 
house by His grace
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Jesus and the Widow's Son

Luke 7:11-17

 
Jesus performed many miracles during His earthly ministry. While these miracles did extend a benefit to 
their recipients, and thus demonstrated Jesus's compassion on mankind, their main purpose was to 
confirm His claim to being the divine Son of God. He showed power over nature by stilling the tempest 
and feeding the 5000. He also showed power over disease by healing all kinds of sicknesses and other 
abnormal physical conditions. He even showed power over Satan by casting out demons. However, 
some of the most poignant scenes among the miracles of our Lord are where He showed His power over 
death by raising people to life again.

On such incident is recorded in Luke 7:11-17, where Jesus raised the son of a widow who lived in the 
city of Nain. Nain was a city of Galilee, on the northwest slope of the Hill of Moreh, the same place 
where Gideon attacked the Midianites, who had invaded Israel and encamped near there. It is about six 
miles south of Nazareth, and the name still adheres to the modern village of Nein. We can probably 
picture this event or at least feel the emotion of it because we have all lost someone to death; not an only 
son as this woman, but a parent, sibling, other dear relative, or perhaps a close friend. What can we learn 
from this account of Jesus and the widow's son?

First, we see death in verses 11-12, where the body of a young man who had died was 
being carried out of the city on a bier or open coffin. Physical death is an appointment that God 
has made for all mankind, result from the introduction of sin into the world (Genesis 3:17-19). Physical 
death is not so much a punishment for sin but rather a consequence of the fact that sin exists. It is 
"appointed for men to die once" (Hebrews 9:27). What is this death? It is more than just a cessation of 
life, and it is certainly not annihilation or extinction, as some claim. Rather, the basic meaning of the 
word is "separation." At death, the body and the spirit separate, the body going downward and the spirit 
returning to God (Ecclesiastes 12:7). Man is a dual being; the body is dead when the spirit is separated 
from it (James 2:26).

As undesirable and fearful as physical death can be, there is something worse, which is spiritual death, 
to be "dead in trespasses and sins" (Ephesians 2:1). What is this spiritual death? Like physical death, it is 
a separation, though not of body and spirit but of the soul from God because of sin (Isaiah 59:1-2). It is a 
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problem that all responsible human beings face because "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God" (Romans 3:23). Yet, there is something even still worse, and that is the fact that if something is not 
done about this condition of spiritual death, it will result in eternal death--separation from God in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone (Revelation 21:8). Thus, while we certainly need to make 
preparations for the time of physical death, we need to be more concerned about the problem of spiritual 
death. Physical death ends only this life, but spiritual death has consequences for all eternity.

Second, we see sorrow in verse 13 where the mother, a widow, was weeping for her only 
son. We recognize that physical death brings sorrow because when we lose someone we love, it makes 
us sad. Many of Solomon's statements in Ecclesiastes (3:1-2, 5:13-16, 7:2-4) emphasize the sadness 
brought about by death. Even Jesus felt the sorrow of losing a loved one. After Lazarus died, when Jesus 
saw all the mourning by Martha, Mary, and the others, "Jesus wept" (John 11:32-35). That is why death 
is referred to as an enemy (1 Corinthians 15:25-26). However, Jesus, by His death, freed us from the fear 
of death and the bondage that it brings (Hebrews 2:14-15).

Yet, for the Christian, there is another side to death. Yes, we sorrow, but not as others (1 Thessalonians 
4:13). Why is our sorrowing different? We know that if one dies in the Lord, it is not just the end of 
earthly life, but the beginning of something far better (Revelation 14:13). So in such instances, our 
sorrow is tempered with joy. Just as physical death brings about sorrow, there should be sorrow for 
spiritual death. "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted" (Matthew 5:4). Jesus is not 
talking about just mourning for lost loved ones but mourning for sins. It is this godly sorrow that 
produces repentance unto salvation (2 Corinthians 7:9-10). When we mourn because people are lost to 
physical death, there is not much else we can do. But when we mourn because of being in a state of 
spiritual death, it can lead to repentance unto salvation.

Third, we see a resurrection in verses 14-17 where Jesus commanded the young man to 
arise and he sat up. Why did Jesus raise this individual from the dead? In John 20:30-31 we are told 
that all of Jesus' miracles that are recorded were written so that we might believe that He is the Christ, 
the Son of God. Again, this demonstration of Jesus' power certainly brought great comfort to the 
grieving mother and it also showed Jesus's compassion, but it had a much greater purpose than that. 
Notice the reaction of the people--they rightly concluded from this event that a great prophet had arisen.

We have these instances in scripture of physical resurrections, and in like manner God has made it 
possible for those who are spiritually dead to undergo a spiritual resurrection (Romans 6:3-5). If those 
who are dead in sin follow the pattern of Jesus's death, burial, and resurrection by dying to sin and being 
buried in baptism, they can rise to walk in newness of life. This gives Christians the hope of a future 
resurrection from the dead that will result in eternal life. Of course, all, both righteous and wicked, will 
be raised when the Lord returns (John 5:28-29). However, those who have been raised to walk in 
newness of life can look forward at the end of time to being raised to be with the Lord (1 Corinthians 
15:50-57, Philippians 3:20-21, 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17, 1 John 2:25). Just as Jesus raised this widow's 
son, someday He will return to raise all the dead and take His people home to be with Him forever
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Funerals are always sad occasions, but Jesus turned this one into a time of joy. We need to be prepared 
for death, not only in making provisions for our own funeral and burial, but also in making provisions 
for our souls to escape spiritual death and walk in newness of life, so that when our bodies are raised 
from the dead, we can have eternal life with Christ in heaven. In order to do this, those who are not yet 
Christians need to be buried with Christ by baptism into death, and those who have become Christians 
need to make sure that they walk in newness of life. 
 

By Wayne S. Walker 
From Expository Files 13.2; February 2006

 

 

http://www.bible.ca/

http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-luke-7-11-17.htm (3 of 3)9/11/2007 11:19:05 AM

http://www.bible.ca/ef/ef.map
http://www.bible.ca/


Revelation 1:5 - Who is Jesus? 

 

Who Is Jesus? 

Revelation 1:5

 
It is an awe-inspiring task to meditate upon the incomparable greatness of Jesus Christ. In the book of 
Revelation, for example, we are presented with an exalted picture of Jesus. He is the one who has loved 
us and loosed us from our sins by His blood (Rev. 1:5). He is the one who is in the midst of the 
churches, always aware of their conduct (Rev. 1:12-3:22). He is the great Lion/Lamb who is worthy of 
our worship (Rev. 5). He is the victorious warrior King who triumphs over all (Rev. 19:11-16). Such 
descriptions humble us as we think about who He is and what He has done for us.  
 
Who is Jesus? The apostle John gives us three descriptions that convey a picture of who Jesus is. These 
three descriptions cover the period of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. In Revelation 1:5, John wrote 
that Jesus Christ is "the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth." 
These descriptions are filled with rich thoughts that help us appreciate who Jesus is. 
 
The Faithful Witness 
A witness is one who has been a spectator of an event or events. Having been a spectator, a witness can 
then testify as to what they have seen or learned. Jesus is the faithful witness of God. He is therefore 
qualified to speak about God, God's will, and God's love. 
 
Jesus is qualified to be the faithful witness about God because He is God. The prologue to the gospel 
according to John records that Jesus was in the beginning with God and was God (cf. John 1-18). Isaiah 
spoke of the Christ as the "mighty God" (Isaiah 9:6). Jesus said, "I and my Father are one" (John 10:30). 
 
Jesus is qualified to be the faithful witness concerning God's will. The Hebrew writer declared that God 
speaks in His Son (cf. Hebrews 1:1-2). On many occasions, Jesus revealed that His teachings came 
directly from God. In John 8:26, Jesus said, "...and I speak to the world those things which I have heard 
of him" (cf. John 8:28; 12:49-50; 14:10, 24; 15:15; 17:8,16). Possessing all authority, Jesus is qualified 
to be the faithful witness concerning God's will (Matt. 28:18). 
 
Finally, Jesus is the faithful witness concerning God's love. Looking to Jesus is all that is necessary to 
see the love of God. The sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross is the great manifestation of God's love. In 
John 3:16, we learn that "God so loved that world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
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believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life." Truly, Jesus is the faithful witness of God in 
all things! 
 
The Firstborn Of The Dead 
Suffering and persecution was the experience of many Christians living in the late first century. In fact, 
the book of Revelation addresses those who were being persecuted for the cause of Christ (cf. Rev. 1:9; 
2:13; 6:9-11). However, Jesus was aware of their trials and sent them a wonderful message... "I am the 
firstborn of the dead!" What a great word of encouragement! Jesus had raised several from the dead in 
order to demonstrate the fact that He was the Son of God. Jesus, however, rose triumphantly from the 
dead never to die again! This is why He is great and preeminent. The apostle Paul wrote, "And he is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the preeminence" (Col. 1:18). 
 
What does His resurrection mean to us? First, we should be impressed with the fact that we serve a 
LIVING Savior. His body is not in the tomb suffering decay and destruction. Rather, Jesus reigns in 
heaven as Lord of lords and King of kings. Second, the resurrection of Jesus from the grave guarantees 
our resurrection (cf. 1 Cor. 15). How wonderful to know that we serve a risen, living, and loving Savior! 
 
The Ruler Of The Kings Of The Earth 
For many people in the late first century, it appeared as if the Caesar was the most powerful ruler in 
existence. He ruled over the mighty Roman empire and enforced worship that declared him to be 
"Dominus et Deus Noster - Our Lord And God." However, long before Caesar Domitian was born, 
Jehovah God declared, "Yet I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will tell of the decree: 
Jehovah said unto me, Thou art my son; This day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I will give thee 
the nations for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break 
them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel" (Psalm 2:6-9). This Psalm 
speaks of the coming rule of the Messiah. Luke writes specifically of the rule of Jesus when he records 
the visit of Gabriel to Mary. Gabriel said concerning her Son, "He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Most High: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:32-33).  
 
Jesus has every right to be ruler because of His resurrection from the dead. Both Acts 13:33 and Romans 
1:4 show that His resurrection declare Him to be the Son of God. Being the Son of God, Jesus has all 
authority to rule. Speaking of the death and resurrection of Jesus, Paul wrote, "Wherefore also God 
highly exalted him, and gave unto him the name which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the God the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11).  
 
Who is Jesus? In His life, He is the faithful witness. In His death, He is the firstborn of the dead. In His 
resurrection, He is the ruler of the kings of the earth. These descriptions magnify His greatness and help 
us understand the importance of rendering obedience to the Son of God.

 
By Jay Taylor 
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"In the Beginning was the Word”  
A Study of the Logos Doctrine 

John 1:1-3

 
 
The gospel of John begins with a series of declarations about Jesus’ deity and eternal nature. The 
apostle, through the direction of the Holy Spirit, expresses this making use of an expression that was 
well known in the ancient world but unknown in Scripture (in exactly the same way) prior to this. John 
speaks of Jesus as “the Word,” who was “with God” and “was God” (1:1). John then tells us:1. “all 
things were made through Him” (1:3a); 2. “without Him nothing was made that was made” (1:3b); 3. “in 
Him was life” (1:4). This “Word,” John continues: “became flesh and dwelt among us” (1:14); “He 
came to His own” (1:11a) yet, “His own did not receive Him” (1:11b). Sometime later, to refute false 
teaching which denied that Jesus came in the flesh, in his first epistle, John begins by referring to Jesus 
simply as “the Word of life” (I John 1:1).  
The Greek word which is translated “Word” in this text is the word logos . Five hundred years before 
Christ came into the world, the Greek philosopher Heraclitus used the word to describe what he 
envisioned as a universal force of reason which governed the universe. He felt that “all things happen 
according to this Logos” (Fr. 50, from Hippolytus, Refutation of all Heriesies, IX, 9, 1). Later, the 
philosophical school known as the Stoics expanded and popularized this idea in the ancient world.  
Among Greek-speaking Jews the Logos came to be viewed as a force sent from God. In the Apocryphal 
book called the Wisdom of Solomon, the Hellenistic Jewish writer describes the death of the firstborn in 
Egypt saying - “thine Almighty word (logos) leaped down from heaven out of thy royal throne, as a 
fierce man of war into the midst of a land of destruction” (18:15, KJV). The first century A.D. 
Alexandrian Jew Philo blended Greek and Jewish ideas together. In writing about the creation of the 
universe, Philo compared God’s creation to the building of a great city. The orderly arrangement of this 
great city, Philo attributed to “the Logos of God” (On the Creation, 24).  
As early as the first century A.D. interpretations (or paraphrases) of religious passages known as 
Targums, began to be written down in Aramaic for Jews who no longer spoke Hebrew. In the Targums 
the Jews used the Aramaic word memra meaning “word” as a personal manifestation of the presence of 
God. When Exodus 19:17 tells us that - “Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God” 
the Targums interpret this to mean that he brought them - “to meet the Word (memra) of the Lord.” 
When Psalm 2:4 declares - “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh” the Targums interpret it to mean 
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-“And the Word (memra) of the Lord shall laugh them to scorn.”  
What the apostle John appears to do in the use of this common term is much the same thing that Paul did 
in speaking to the Greeks in Athens. As he speaks to the wise men of the Areopagus he declares -“... I 
was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription:TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I 
proclaim to you” (Acts 17:23). Paul was not sanctioning all that they taught or practiced in their worship 
of the “UNKNOWN GOD,” instead he was teaching them the truth, using their own misconception as a 
starting point.  
The apostle John does the same thing in His reference to Jesus as the Logos of God. Unlike the Greek 
notion of the Logos as an impersonal ordering force, John declares that the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us (John 1:14). Throughout his gospel he goes on to explain that this One who is the Logos 
of God was a personal entity who lived and taught among His creation. While the Jews perhaps were 
closer in their concepts of the Logos, John also clarifies their misconceptions. The Word of God was not 
simply a personified manifestation of God, John tells us that the Logos was the creative force of God, 
which was with God but was God Himself (John 1:1). Most often in Scripture, the phrase “word of God” 
refers simply to what God declares, John uses Logos at the beginnings of the gospel and his first epistle 
in a special way to teach both Jews and Greeks the truth about who Jesus is.  
 

By Kyle Pope 
From Expository Files 13.5; May 2006
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The Resurrection Foretold  

 

The Resurrection Foretold  

Ancient prophecies had foretold of both the death and the resurrection of Jesus. Seven hundred years 
before Jesus' birth the prophet Isaiah had stated that the Messiah would die, and yet, that His days would 
also be prolonged after His death. Consider some excerpts from Isaiah's prophecy: "His grave was 
assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death... He will see His offspring, He will 
prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand... My Servant, will justify 
the many, As He will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great... Because 
He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin 
of many, And interceded for the transgressors." (Isaiah 53:9-12). 
 
It was difficult for God's people before Christ to reconcile all these statements - a Messiah who was put 
to death and yet who's days would be prolonged and prosper. The Psalmist had added that He would not 
remain in the grave very long (Psalm 16:7-11).  Jesus Himself got very plain about the events that would 
occur at Jerusalem - He would be killed but He would also rise from the grave (Matthew 16:21). These 
prophecies from Isaiah, from the Psalmist and many others, as well as from Jesus Himself came to pass.  
 
It is the resurrection of Christ that is the foundation of the Christian's hope and confidence. The 
Scriptures state that Jesus "was declared to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the 
dead." (Romans 1:4). The Christian has not committed his love, loyalty and trust to a corpse, but to a 
living Savior. Jesus' death proved His great love for us, and His resurrection proved His great power. We 
have good reason to submit our lives to His will. The Bible says, "For the love of Christ controls us, 
having concluded this, that one died for all... that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but 
for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.." (2 Corinthians 5:14,15).  
 
The same prophets of old who spoke about the Redeemer's resurrection also spoke of the spiritual 
resurrection, or renewal to come. If we are truly confident in our Redeemer, then our faith will be seen 
in our lives. The Bible says, "... knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die 
again; death no longer is master over Him... Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus." (Romans 6:9,11).  
 
A full faith in the resurrection is strong motivation to transform one's life according to the gospel. It is 
not enough just to pretend to believe. We must be compelled by the love Christ has had for us to make 
His will our own. How sad to settle for less than the full measure of the blessings of God in Christ.
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The Eternal Nature of God, the Son 

 
In a publication put out by the Watchtower organization, the group's very unscriptural view of the nature 
of the Son of God is touted and the following statement is made: "Being God's first creation, he was with 
the Father in heaven from the beginning of all creation. Jehovah God used him in the creating of all 
other things that have been created." This view tells us that the Son is not deity, not eternal, and not the 
creator of all things, but rather of "all other things." But how can He have been created if He was "with 
the Father in heaven from the beginning of creation"? If He was God's first creation, then He wasn't with 
God from the beginning of creation, but from after the beginning! 
 
The Watchtower Bible and tract Society is the publishing arm of the Jehovah's Witnesses. While there 
are many unscriptural doctrines brought forth on its pages, we shall be considering the organization's 
false teaching about the nature of God, the Son., whom the Bible represents as eternal and possessing the 
nature, or essence, of God. He is deity, one of the Godhead, and possesses all the characteristics of 
Deity. He is worthy of our worship as God. He is the Creator of all, co-existent in eternity with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Son as Creator of All Things 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being." (John 1:1-3). 
 
This "Word" is described with a personal pronoun ("He" ) showing that He is a person, and responsible 
for the creation of "all" (not "all other" as suggested by the Watchtower) things without exception. Apart 
from His creative acts, "nothing" has come into being. It also says He co-existed with God and was God 
from the beginning. He was not "a god" as Jehovah's Witnesses suggest. He was "God." Later, the 
passage says He became flesh and dwelled among us (John 1:14). For more on His role in creating all 
things, see also Colossians 1:16). 
 
Passages About God Applied to Jesus 
There are many Scriptural references about God that are applied to Jesus, including assigning to Jesus 
names and characteristics which belong only to the true and eternal living God. This shows very clearly 
that Jesus is Deity by ascribing to Him things that can only be said of God. 
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Knowing the hearts of others. Who knows what is in the hearts of others? God does! The Scriptures say, 
"... then hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place, and forgive and act and render to each according to all 
his ways, whose heart Thou knowest, for Thou alone dost know the hearts of all the sons of men" (1 
Kings 8:39). Does anyone else other than God share this knowledge? No! God "alone" does. This means 
if Jesus knows the hearts of others, then He must be God! The Bible says, "But Jesus, on His part, was 
not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, and because He did not need anyone to bear 
witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man." (John 2:24,25; see also Revelation 
2:23). 
 
The Lord God in the wilderness. The prophet Isaiah described the ministry of John this way: "A voice is 
calling, 'Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; Make smooth in the desert a highway for our 
God.'" (Isaiah 40:3). Clearly, this has its fulfillment in Jesus as the Lord building His ministry on the 
work of John. The New testament confirms that this is so. "For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His 
paths straight!'" (Matthew 3:3). 
 
The "Lord of lords". Who is the "Lord of Lords"? And how many "Lords of lords" are there? There is 
one and it is God. "For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords," (Deuteronomy 
10:17). Jesus, the Lamb, deserves and wears this title which may only be properly used of God. "These 
will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful." (Revelation 17:14). 
 
Only Creator. Some would say that God created the first creature and then the creature created 
everything else. But the Bible says that God had no help from any creature in the work of creation. God 
says, "I, the Lord, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself, And spreading out 
the earth all alone." (Isaiah 44:24). Did God create all alone, or did He have help. He says He did it 
alone. The Watchtower says He had help.  
 
The foundation of the earth. Very clearly, in a prayer to God, the Psalmist credits Him with "laying the 
foundation of the earth." Notice the 102nd Psalm, a prayer unto God. The later part of the prayer reads 
this way: "O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days, Thy years are throughout all 
generations. Of old Thou didst found the earth; And the heavens are the work of Thy hands. Even they 
will perish, but Thou dost endure; And all of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothing Thou wilt 
change them, and they will be changed. But Thou art the same, And Thy years will not come to an 
end." (Psalm 102:24-27). However, in the New Testament, we see very plainly that this all has reference 
to the Son of God (Hebrews 1:8-12). Of course, He is God! 
 
The One who descended. The Psalmist spoke of a time when the Lord God would be among us. He 
wrote, "The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands; The Lord is among them as at 
Sinai, in holiness. Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captive Thy captives; Thou hast received 
gifts among men, Even among the rebellious also, that the Lord God may dwell there. Blessed be the 
Lord, who daily bears our burden, The God who is our salvation. Selah." (Psalm 68:17-19). Everyone 
understands that this is referring to God. It is a prophecy of what God, the Son will do (and now, has 
done, with his ascension). The New Testament explains, "But to each one of us grace was given 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-the-eternal-nature-of-god-the-son.htm (2 of 3)9/11/2007 11:19:08 AM



The Eternal Nature of God, the Son 

according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it says, 'When He ascended on high, He led captive a 
host of captives, And He gave gifts to men.' (Now this expression, 'He ascended,' what does it mean 
except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is Himself also 
He who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)" (Ephesians 4:7-10). Clearly, 
Jesus is God.

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 14.4; April 2007
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Christ In Hebrews

Hebrews 1:1-4; 3:1-6, 8:1-2 & 12:1,2

 
 
I recall, in my early years of preaching, as I was struggling to become a good Bible student. It was my thinking then that the three most difficult books in the 
New Testament were, Revelation, Romans and Hebrews. I can honestly tell you for years, I was afraid of the book of Revelation; and when called upon to say 
something about it I would repeat what I read in the two commentaries I had on that book - More than Conquerors, and Worthy is the Lamb.  
 
The book of Romans was next on my list of difficult NT books and instead of digging in myself, for many years I simply followed R.L. Whiteside's 
commentary.  
 
The book of Hebrews was one of my first breakthroughs into what I considered "difficult books," and here's what helped me most: not a commentary, though 
Milligan's commentary was of great value to me. What really helped me get into the book of Hebrews and grasp the message was reading the Old Testament; in 
particular, the books of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers. Now why would that be? Because the book of Hebrews was originally written and sent to people who 
were young in their faith in Christ, and being tempted to abandon Christ and resume their practice of the Mosaic Law.  
 
So if we read the Old Testament and learn about the Jewish nation and their law, that's a giant step forward in getting through the book of Hebrews. All the 
references in Hebrews to Moses, to the sacrifice, to the tabernacle and so forth, have their roots in the Old Testament system, that Christians were tempted to go 
back to.  
 
The more we read and know about the Law of Moses in the Old Testament, the better prepared we are to grasp the book of Hebrews.  
 
Let me insert here, when you come to any part of the Bible you have difficulty with, there is something somewhere else in the Bible that will help you! This 
applies to Revelation, Romans, Hebrews, or any other part of the Bible you find difficult. Overcoming that difficulty, finding your breakthrough, is always 
facilitated by reading some other part of the same book.  
 
Back to Hebrews, there was something else that gave me a better understanding of Hebrews. Observing the focus on Jesus Christ in Hebrews. At strategic 
places in Hebrews the inspired writer affirms some great truth about Jesus Christ, and when you take note of that . . . Well, that's another breakthrough in your 
understanding.  
 
We're going to study four passages in Hebrews. The first three focus on who Jesus Christ is. Then the fourth is about how we should live, as His people. Three 
passages about Him; one directed to us, concerning how we should live.  
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Heb. 1:1-4 
 
"God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding 
all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purified our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much 
better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they."  
 
Can you imagine, being in your high school English class and the teacher puts this sentence on the board and says, Diagram This. I'd be ready for recess. What 
a challenge. This is one sentence in the NKJ. The ESV helps - three sentences.  
 
Here's the best way I have found to understand a sentence like this. Pick out the simple main idea. Look for subject and predicate; noun and verb. Start without 
even looking at the modifying phrases - just fix your mind on the main idea, as expressed in the fewest words.  
 
In this passage, that would be: God Has Spoken! Three words. In the old King James: God Hath Spoken.  
 
Once you get that, go back to the passage and phrase by phrase, discover what the writer says about God speaking. God has spoken, by His Son. Who is His 
Son? What is the truth about His Son?  
 
He is:  
 
 
 
Heir of all things 
 
Through Him the worlds were made 
 
He is "the brightness of" God's glory 
 
He is the Express Image of God's person 
 
He upholds all things by the word of His power 
 
When He had by Himself purged our sins, 
He sat down at the right hand of God 
 
Then verse 4 - So Much Better Than Angels. 
 
 
You no longer have a complex sentence. You have all the parts listed and related. God has spoken through Jesus Christ. Who is Jesus Christ? He is described, 
in His Deity and Glory and Perfection in verses 2-4. When you decide you are going to be a follower of Jesus Christ, please do not regard that as anything but 
the most important decision of your life! And in making that decision; in acting as a follower of Christ, it is vital to know who you are dealing with . . . who 
you are subject to . . . who made it possible for you to be saved.  
 
Let's do this about these verses. Bring into this, good people you have become acquainted with in your Bible reading: Abel, Joseph, Moses, David, Daniel, John 
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the Baptist, the apostle Paul. You can't really bring them into this, because they do not qualify.  
 
It cannot be said of these men, though they were good men - -  
 
 
 
Heir of all things 
 
Through Him the worlds were made 
 
He is "the brightness of" God's glory 
 
He is the Express Image of God's person 
 
He upholds all things by the word of His power 
 
When He had by Himself purged our sins, 
 
He sat down at the right hand of God 
 
Then verse 4 - So Much Better Than Angels. 
 
 
 
These descriptions are the singular, absolute claims that pertain to only One - Jesus Christ. If you are a Christian, this is who you are dealing with. This is the 
One you serve. This is the head of the church. This is the One who gave His life, for you to be saved.  
 
When you are baptized, you are baptized into Him, who is exalted by this writer. This is the rank, this is the dignity, this is the Deity, this is the One God 
speaks to us through and this is the One who ordained and provided for the writing of the New Testament.  
 
Heb. 3:1-6 
 
"Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who 
appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the 
house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house, 
as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the 
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end."  
 
To understand this statement, it is necessary to remember the historical context of this letter we call Hebrews. As I mentioned earlier, this was written to 
Christians, who were being tempted to abandon Christ under pressure, and relapse back to their former religion, the institution of Judaism, that claimed 
allegiance to Moses. From their perspective, it could be stated in terms of - leaving Christ, and going back to Moses. We may not think it was that simple, for 
some who claimed allegiance to Moses were really zealous for the ways of Judaism and the Pharisees. Nevertheless, from their perspective, it would be like 
this - leaving Christ, and going back to Moses.  
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I want to point out here that Moses would not condone that, and would regard it as apostasy. How do I know that? I know that because Moses, during the time 
of his authority, told the people he served, to look for Christ! Deut. 18:18. Moses told the people what God had said to him. "I will raise up for them a prophet 
like you, from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him." Moses never claimed eternal 
authority over the people. He was really their teacher, to lead them to the Messiah, to Jesus Christ.  
 
Now in the first century - after the day of Pentecost - there are Christians, of Jewish background, really feeling the pressure from their countrymen to abandon 
Christ and return to Moses, as they might express it. The inspired writer, here in chapter three, simply says this à You need to be faithful to Christ, not Moses!!  
 
Moses had his place and he was "faithful in all his house as a servant, for a testimony of those things, which could be spoken afterward." But "Christ" is "a Son 
over His own house, whose house we are ... if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope, firm to the end." And you heard, in verse 3, that "this 
One," Jesus Christ, "has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses."  
 
Let's put things into good, biblical perspective, about Jesus Christ. Abraham played an important role, as God built a nation for His future purposes. Moses 
gave that nation their law. The prophets sought to expose and correct their wrong conduct and point them to God's plan for the future. John the Baptist came to 
prepare the way; the apostles delivered the message we have in the New Testament.  
 
But, Jesus is the One. God has spoken through Him. And He is "worthy of more glory than Moses."  
 
The book of Hebrews is a rich book of instruction - about who Jesus Christ is, and how important our response to Him is.  
 
"THE main object of the epistle is to commend the Christian religion to those who were addressed in it, in such a way as to prevent defection from it. This is 
done, principally, by showing its superiority to the Mosaic system. The great danger of Christians in Palestine was of relapsing into the Jewish system. The 
imposing nature of its rites; the public sentiment in its favour; the fact of its antiquity, and its undisputed Divine origin, would all tend to that. To counteract 
this, the writer of this epistle shows that the gospel had higher claims on their attention, and that, if that were rejected, ruin was inevitable. In doing this, he 
begins, in this chapter, by showing the superiority of the Author of Christianity to prophets, and to the angels; that is, that he had a rank that entitled him to the 
profoundest regard. The drift of this chapter, therefore, is to show the dignity and exalted nature of the Author of the Christian system-- the Son of God. 
 
-- Albert Barnes  
 
Heb. 8:1,2 
 
"Now this is the main point of the things wee are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord erected, an not man."  
 
When you see this expression in Heb. 8:1, "High Priest." And when you see this phrase, "the throne of the Majesty in the heavens," Think - Access to God! 
Here's what has helped me: think of the two offices, PROPHET and PRIEST. The prophet spoke for God, to man. The priestly office moved in the other 
direction - from man to God, and it was all about man's access to God.  
 
The affirmation of Heb. 8:1 is, in Jesus Christ all men have the perfect, the ultimate High Priest! Through Jesus Christ, people who have sinned can be 
forgiven, and brought into fellowship with God! Access to God, for Christ is there; He is "seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens." 
And you'll notice here this is a process or system "which the Lord erected, and not man."  
 
Men have, over the span of all time, attempted to invent, to create or erect their systems, to give men access to God. All such human systems fail because they 
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are human. Whether you are talking about popular, evangelical religion, modern protestant denominationalism, Catholicism, religious sects, new age, mystical, 
eastern systems or whatever else has been made by men and/or denominated - All such human systems fail, because they were made by men.  
 
Access to God is available only through Jesus Christ; we have such a High Priest, "who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens." 
Jews who became Christians might have been under some pressure and might have entertained the thought: We no longer have a High Priest!! We've always 
had a priesthood. We've always been able to access God through the High Priest. I think - there is no doubt - they missed their old religion, and the book of 
Hebrews was written to help them overcome that. Those temptations could be defeated, to the extent they understood and appreciated and obeyed Jesus Christ. 
 
So at this point in the epistle, the inspired writer affirms - WE DO HAVE A HIGH PRIEST! Jesus Christ, "who is seated," not in an earthly building or tent but 
"at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens!"  
 
So What?  
 
What should this all mean to me today? Jesus Christ died to purge our sins; He is "at the right hand of the Majesty on High." He is the Apostle of our 
confession, and worthy of more glory than Moses. "We have such a High Priest." What should all this mean to me today? So What?  
 
Heb. 12:1,2 
"Therefore, we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."  
 
In Bible reading and Bible study - you discover a certain sequence over and over. Here are the facts; here is the truth. Now, here's what you do with it. God 
speaks through Jesus Christ, as revealed in the New Testament; He is worthy of more glory than Moses, indeed, He is the High Priest through whom we can 
have access to God.  
 
So What? Let us lay aside all the weight of sin, previous attachments, worldly allegiances, and ignorance. Let us, by faith, develop endurance and strength and 
motivation - to run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.  
 
NOT looking to Moses . . . . not looking to human religious leaders and creed writers and clergy . . . . not even looking to faithful elders and good preachers 
(who have a role or function under Christ) ... LOOKING UNTO JESUS, the author and finisher of our faith.  
 
The daily practice of discipleship, must be grounded in our faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ; our reverence for who He is, and clear view of what He 
provides. All the truth packed into the book of Hebrews, all the truth about Jesus Christ - - is written to lead us to this point, of motivation - to lay aside sin and 
run the race.  
 
If I am not consistently laying aside sin; if I am not vigorous in running the race, it will be of value for me, to go back and re-introduce myself to the Savior. It 
will always help, to read again what the Bible says about who He is . . . what He did . . . what He taught. He is presented to me and to you in Hebrews, as "the 
author and finisher of our faith." I believe, if Moses could speak to us today in person he would tell us to look to Christ, who is worthy of more glory. He is 
superior to the angels. He is the ultimate, perfect High Priest. And He is not someone you remember on two holidays every year.
 

By Warren E. Berkley 
From Expository Files 14.7; July 2007
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 The Little Town of Bethlehem

 
Fulfilled prophecy increases and validates our faith in the power of God. He makes things happen the 
way He declares they will, even in the most unlikely of circumstances. He will not be defeated in 
anything. He will do everything He has said He will do, and when you read of the final hour and 
judgment, know that He will accomplish all. As pointed out in the Book of Job, "Were He to snatch 
away, who could restrain Him? Who could say to Him, 'What art Thou doing?' (Job 9:12). 
 
Fulfilled prophecy also increases our respect for God's wisdom and knowledge, including His 
foreknowledge. How willing we should be to put our souls and eternal well being into His care. He 
knows what He is doing! (ISA 46:10) "Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times 
things which have not been done, Saying,' My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My 
good pleasure'" (Isaiah 46:10). 
 
Also, when prophesy speaks of Jesus, fulfillment increases our appreciation of His love for us that led to 
His willingness to leave heaven and come to our world to become our Savior. The Lord said He cared 
enough about us that He would send us a Redeemer who would love us enough to suffer for our guilt. 
The coming of Jesus declares unto us His love for us. "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become 
rich." (2 Corinthians 8:9). In every case, we are reminded of God's power and control, often above 
human comprehension (Isaiah 55:8-11). 
 
The Man Caesar's Decree 
 
All the world was commanded to be enrolled in a census. (Luke 2:1-3). Augustus, the Caesar who issued 
this decree, ruled the Roman Empire from 30 B.C. to 14 A.D. The decree required that each one return 
to their hometown and sign up so that Rome could collect taxes. Augustus does not know Joseph, Mary, 
the prophets or Jehovah. He was the first Roman emperor to claim the position of a god. He had no idea 
that his decree was a part of God's mechanism to fulfill prophecy and the promise of a Savior.  
 
The few lines devoted to the telling of the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem do not describe the 
rigorous nature of the trip. It was about 70 miles in length, mostly uphill. Mary is close to giving birth. 
Perhaps Joseph and Mary had a cart. It was about a one week trip each way.  
 
This obscure couple would go from obscurity to fame. Certainly they had little idea that we, 20 centuries 
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later and thousands of miles away, would know their names. But we do. 
 
They both knew who the Child was because of the angelic messages they had each received (Matthew 
1:18-25). If they recalled the prophecies (had they thought about Micah's prophecy concerning 
Bethlehem?) then they knew full well it was actually God, not Augustus, that was ultimately behind the 
decree.) Whether they knew or not, we do. 
 
The Prophecy of God 
 
There were many prophecies about the coming of the Messiah, including the circumstances of His birth 
(Isaiah 7:14; 9:6). In addition to Isaiah, the prophet Micah lived about 700 years before Christ and 
prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah of Judah. His business was to call the 
people to repentance. Since many reforms were made under Hezekiah, probably most of the prophecy 
was made during the reigns of the first two. 
 
Micah stressed the need for justice in the land and the putting away of immorality; and that these could 
only be successful when accompanied by a renewed loyalty to God and spiritual revival. He warned that 
if they did not return to God, that their nation would be punished (it was) but still, there would be a final 
hope in the Messiah to come. 
 
Micah pinpoints the location of the Messiah's birth which would take place seven centuries later. It 
would occur in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 
 
Isaiah told that a child would be born and gave some unique circumstances so it could be recognized 
when it happened. Daniel told that it would happen during the days of the 4th empire from the one ruling 
in his day (That would make it the Roman Empire), and Micah says the birth will take place in 
Bethlehem. 
 
Bethlehem, about 6 miles SW of Jerusalem, was merely a small village at this time. Jacob had buried his 
wife Rachel there. David, the second king of Israel was from there. Earlier, this is where Boaz and Ruth 
had made their home. So, the prophecy pinpointed this small village. The problem is that Joseph and 
Mary live nowhere near Bethlehem. They live in Nazareth. Perhaps no one on earth, except these two, 
were able to see the working of God in the Augustus' decree. Everyone no doubt grumbled at the 
inconvenience, except these two. They were privy to additional information! 
 
The Word Made More Sure 
 
"The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed." -attributed to Augustine (not to be confused with 
Augustus!) He was right about that - it well expresses the relationship between Old and New (2 Peter 
1:19-21). Paul tells us that this is why familiarity with the Old Testament is still important for us living 
under the New (Romans 15:4). That which was written in "days past" gives patience, comfort and hope. 
How? 
 
In it is the revealed mind and purpose of God (1 Corinthians 2:9-11). Its origin is of God and it equips us 
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(2 Timothy 3:16,17). Consider how Micah's prophecy concerning Bethlehem does this. 
 
Note the selection of a small, rather obscure village, as well as the selection of Joseph and Mary as the 
parents even though they live far to the north. So unlikely that Mary would give birth in Bethlehem! But 
God puts all these unlikely events together and that is precisely where Jesus is born! This is comforting 
because it tells me God is capable of doing what He intends to do; it gives patience and endurance 
because it shows how just because I cannot always observe God's workings and providence does not 
mean He's not there, and that He has our best interests at heart, and therefore my hope in Christ is 
reasonable (Colossians 1:27). 
 
Bethlehem's Rising Star 
 
The wise men followed the star to Jerusalem and inquired where the king was to be born. Herod did not 
know (Herod didn't care much about spiritual things) but some of his advisors knew (Matthew 2:1-8). It 
would occur in "the city of David" (Luke 2:4;11; see also 1 Samuel 16:1; 17:12) But David lived 900 
years before and not much had happened there since. Jesus would grow up in Galilee, but had been born 
in Bethlehem. 
 
Caesar Augustus had no idea of the role he was playing in the story of redemption. Often that had been 
the case in history as God took difficult circumstances and worked His purpose. But you and I know. 
Joseph and Mary made that journey, and the Messiah came. He lives today for our hope. Do you believe 
in Him?  
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 14.8; August 2007
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"Someone Had To Make The World"

One of Paul's opening arguments in his letter to the church at Rome is this statement of the wrath of God 
against sin, which contains a declaration of the certainty of the existence and power of Deity. 
 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God 
has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but 
became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened." - Rom. 1:18-21 
 
Verse 20 contains a literary paradox; a statement that seems to be a contradiction in terms, but as the 
reader concentrates on the apparent contradiction, the point of the statement finds its place in the 
objective mind. 
 
Observe the phrase: "His invisible attributes are clearly seen." The apparent contradiction could be 
stated in the form of a question: How can you clearly see something that is invisible?? If God is 
invisible; if His divine attributes are invisible - In what sense can this be said, "His invisible attributes 
are clearly seen." 
 
The paradox is resolved as you continue to read. Paul explains: "His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made..." When we observe the manifold elements of life and 
human existence and honestly consider the physical universe, in its intricate order; when we include the 
human body and reflect on the mental capacity and creativity of the human intellect - we understand 
there is a Maker, an Original  Cause! 
 
We do not demand direct visible confirmation - that is, seeing God in person - to believe there is a God, 
because there is so much tangible evidence in the things He made (see Jno. 1:18a).  
 
In many other areas of human endeavor, we are not demanding of direct, visual confirmation; we rely 
upon evidence. In matters legal, historical and scientific, absolute conclusions are affirmed based on 
evidence that isn't accompanied by direct, visual confirmation. 
 
This example has been used often, and retains validity today. No one reading this article directly 
witnessed the existence of George Washington. But based on the evidence, we all believe he existed. 
The historical existence of George Washington is witnessed by the things He did; the impressions He 
made; the witnesses who knew him and saw him - then reported to others. The legacy he left; the 
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influence he exerted on people testify to his  existence. We know - we believe George Washington was a 
real historical figure - not because of one-on-one observation; rather, due to the abundance of the 
evidence he left. 
 
The existence of God is witnessed by the things He made. Though I cannot show you God, or show you 
His attributes in a direct setting - I can affirm to honest people that God is -  
 
"For since the creation of the world, His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead,so that they are without excuse." 
 
"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day utters 
speech, and night unto night reveals  knowledge." - Psalms 19:1,2.  
 
"I have never found a person who when urged could not give a reason why he or she believed in God. 
The reason has always been to the effect that 'Someone had to make the world and the laws that run it,' 
or 'There cannot be a machine without a maker.' That basic truth is understood by every normal child 
and adult." - Dr. Andrew Conway Ivy {The Evidence of God in an Expanding Universe (New York: G. 
P. Putnam and Sons, 1958), p. 229.} 

By Warren E. Berkley 
Front Page 

From Expository Files 10.5, May  2003 
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Universe 
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Universe

 
 
A good friend of mine, Ken Chumbley, in his book entitled "The Gospel Argument For God", which is 
published by the Florida College Bookstore, has a chart on page 56. Now, I do not want to stir anything 
up, but another good friend of mine, Mike Schmidt, insisted to me that the chart was his idea. But that's 
not important. I cannot reproduce the chart in this medium, but I can describe it for you. It is something 
to think about. 
 
Ken's (or Mike's) chart begins with a single word at the top of it: UNIVERSE. Then, assuming that 
everyone can pretty much agree that the UNIVERSE exists, the chart has two arrows going from the 
word UNIVERSE to two possible alternatives:

NO BEGINNING or BEGINNING? Very few scientists continue to hold out for NO BEGINNING. 
Theories of the "Steady State" and "Oscillating" universe do not jive with what we know. That is the 
reason there is so much talk about the "Big Bang" in scientific circles; because physical laws which we 
already know prohibit a belief in a Universe without a BEGINNING. 

The chart continues the progression by having two more arrows going from BEGINNING to two more 
alternatives:

UNCAUSED or CAUSED? Since the UNIVERSE exists, and since it must have had a BEGINNING, 
then we want to know if it was UNCAUSED or  CAUSED. Did the UNIVERSE just suddenly exist for 
no reason? Or was there a reason, or CAUSE? Everyone recognizes that effects have causes. To  
suggest otherwise makes scientific investigation a farce. 

And since the UNIVERSE was CAUSED to BEGIN, we need to determine something further about that 
CAUSE. Kenny's chart has two more arrows leading from CAUSE to two more alternatives:

IMPERSONAL or PERSONAL? You've seen the numbers that mathematicians have come up with 
against the likelihood that the CAUSE was IMPERSONAL; that random events got us to where we are 
today. But all those numbers assume there is something to start with. Even the slightest chance they 
afford (Kenny cites one calculation as 1 in 10,000,000,000 to the 124th power) is taken away when we 
remember that the chance of something coming from nothing is 0. However, 
belief in a PERSONAL CAUSE outside the physical universe and material realm itself presents no such 
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problem. What are the chances that Bible believers are correct when we affirm that the UNIVERSE was 
CAUSED to BEGIN by a PERSON; that is, God created it? I do not know; it is probably impossible to 
come up with an accurate number, but whatever it is, it is a much, much more likely event than the 0% 
chance of the alternative. 
 
Wake up world! "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 
 
See you in October, Lord willing. 
 
 

  By Jon W. Quinn 
The Final Page  

From Expository Files 2.9; September, 1995
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God's Work, God's Image, God's Distinction

Genesis 1:27

A serious reading of the early chapters of Genesis is crucial to the development, maintenance, 
instruction and obedience of faith. J. Sidlow Baxter was right. "The major themes of Scripture may be 
compared to great rivers, ever deepening and broadening as they flow; and it is true to say that all these 
rivers have their rise in the watershed of Genesis," ("Explore The Book," p.#23). An example of the 
practical value of teachings in Genesis is this familiar statement: 
 
"So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created them; male and female He 
created them," (Gen. 1:27). 
 
Three things stand out and need our attention: 
 
God's Work: "God created man." This is the truth about our origin. God called into existence that 
which had no previous existence, and the highest act of this divine work was to create human life. When 
you read the claims of the Bible, consider the evidence and decide that the document is the Word of God 
- you are glad to read Genesis 1:27 and accept this truth of man's origin: "God created man." As you 
hold this conclusion in your heart, you are doing what is described in Hebrews 11. "Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen . . . by faith, we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are 
visible," (Heb. 11:1,3).  
 
Charles Darwin was a British naturalist, who lived from 1809 until 1882, and in his work The Descent 
of Man he asserted: "Man is descended from some lower form." This is just where the confusion begins 
for Darwin and his disciples. He changed, revised and sometimes contradicted his own theory. And 
Darwin's "theory of evolution" evolved. Today, there are interpreters of Darwin who debate their 
interpretations. Some begin with specific observations of Darwin and build a scientific creed. They 
apply their interpretation of Darwin and label their fellows as either Darwinian, anti-Darwinian or neo-
Darwinian (what we sometimes call "drawing lines of fellowship"). There is a growing number of highly 
esteemed scientists who argue vigorously against Darwinianism (Michael Behe, Robert Jastrow, Phillip 
Johnson). There are scientific journals published today, devoted to the theme of "Intelligent Design," 
responding to the old Darwinian models. Thus, there are many, conflicting evolutionary doctrines 
claiming authority in Darwin, and many non-Darwinian models and theories now gaining more 
attention. Not all that is called "science" is academic and objective. Modern science is sometimes 
encumbered by myth, prejudice, politics, arrogance and human competition (just like modern religion). 
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So what am I to do? What can I believe? What should I teach my children? "God created man!" 
Hebrews 3:4 teaches that "every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God." When 
you study science, presented with validity and without human agenda, you are studying what God built. 
Good science yields agreement with the Genesis account, and in particular this affirmation: "God 
created man." 
 
God's Image: "God created man in His own image." This word "image," in common discourse, is 
suggestive of something visual. A camera captures an image, for looking; for observation with the 
physical eye. Pictures or graphics in computer format are often called "images." So the word is often 
used for something visual; something that becomes the object of sight. Not in Genesis 1:27. 
 
In dealing with the word in this context, we must move beyond simple visual similarity. This "image" is 
real, but not necessarily or primarily visual. The word "image" in Gen. 1:27 means "likeness, 
resemblance." The previous verse reports God's declaration: "Let us make man in Our image, according 
to Our likeness." 
 
We were made like God; according to His likeness. Now this cannot be understood as duplication; we 
are not clones of Deity (see Deut. 4:35). We are like God; we are not God. He made us in His image. We 
must not attempt to make Him in our image. 
 
Of all God made, He made man unique, like Him. We have the capacity to think, to make choices, to 
love - unlike plants and animals. We can be good; we can chose good character, do good things, be good 
people. God never said to a tree, rock or insect, "Be holy, for I am holy," but He says that to us, 
according to 1 Pet. 1:16. We were made in the image of God. 
 
Sin stifles that resemblance, defacing the image of God. Sin keeps us from personally realizing the full 
extent of our resemblance to God and living in fellowship with Him. But in your response to Christ, sin 
is forgiven. And in your continued life of response to Christ, sin is conquered. This was the basis of 
what Paul said to the saints in Colossae. They had "put on the new self, who is being renewed to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him." Romans 8:29 defines this process in 
these terms: "for whom he foreknew, He also predestined (to become) conformed to the image of His 
Son." We were created by God, made in His image. Through the choice to sin, we fall into the bondage 
and guilt of sin (defacing the image). But in obeying the gospel, we are renewed and conformed to the 
image of His Son. 
 
God's Distinction: "male and female He created them." Because of the systematic working of error in 
our culture, we have to talk about things we thought we would never have to bring up. I had no idea in 
my earlier years I would be addressing this peculiarity of our culture: the blending and blurring of 
gender differences! That distinction God built into nature is today denied, re-defined and perverted, to 
accommodate the culture (and ultimately, the perverse desires of individuals serving their own lusts). 
This is where we are in the culture of 2002. 
 
Sometimes we become aware of men who want to be women, and women who want to be men! There is 
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such a powerful movement, rushing and running away from traditional "gender stereotypes" and roles. 
According to some who are given their voice by the media, it is no longer good to let the little girls play 
with dolls and let the little boys have trucks and learn to throw a ball. There is an agenda (subtle in some 
cases, but bold in others), and the purpose is to deny, confuse and blend the sexes. 
 
Before the Bible is ever opened, the uniqueness of male and female is evidenced in nature. Men and 
women are different, and that is objectively discernable. Once you get away from the "softer sciences," 
the evidence joins Biblical truth to confirm the obvious. There are differences in metabolism rate; in 
skeletal structure; in the circulatory system and certainly in the reproductive system. Forensic scientists 
can detect the differences between male and female years after the body and spirit have parted! In 
addition to biological differences, there are social, emotional and psychological differences - about 
which there was no debate, before the current gender neutral movement (sometimes called "unisex."). 
{For an excellent study of these issues, see Florida College Annual Lectures, 1995 - In His Image: Male 
and Female In Nature, by Wayne T. Galloway, p.#151}. 
 
Biblically, here is the case: "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He crated 
him; male and female He created them." God created man, in His own image, and the distinction is 
God's: male and female. Sexual differentiation was not a result of social evolution; it was explicit in 
divine creation. The suitable partner for man was a woman (Gen. 2:18)! 
 
Romans chapter one is describing the behaviors of a people who have forsaken God. This has always 
been the context of Romans 1 (long before current discussions that confuse the genders).  
 
"For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for 
what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust 
for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of 
their error which was due." (Rom. 1:26,27). 
 
Paul uses the terms "natural" and "unnatural," reflecting what is explicitly written in Genesis 1:27 - male 
and female. When men or women choose to ignore the gender distinction God ordained, they go against 
God, against nature, corrupt themselves, produce victims, contribute to the decay of their society and 
work against the purposes of Almighty God. And every work against the purposes of God will be 
defeated. 
 
"We ought not fear the differences between men and women, rather we should fear a loss of that 
distinction. Does not nature itself teach us that men and women are different? And in agreement with 
these natural differences and building on them, the Scriptures clearly teach the proper role for men and 
women. These innate differences and these traditional gender roles have been so fundamental to 
mankind's progress and happiness that we may have taken for granted their importance. But if we lose 
these distinctions it will be painfully clear how important they are." (Thaxter Dickey, "Male and Female 
Created He Them" in the book, "A Tribute To Melvin Curry," p.#87). 
 
Conclusion: 
The book of Genesis must continue to inform our faith. Do not be intimidated by any modern efforts to 
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confuse or merge human science with divine revelation. In these early chapters of Genesis, there is truth 
given in simple terms, for us to digest and act upon today. If you think you have "grown" beyond the 
book of Genesis, you have deceived yourself and you have confused growth with apostasy.  
 
Helpful Resources: 
"In His Image," The Implications of Creation; FC Annual Lectures, 1995. 
"A Tribute To Melvin Curry," see page #71: "Male and Female Created He Them" by Thaxter Dickey.

 
By Warren E. Berkley 

From Expository Files 9.11; November 2002 
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The first verse in the Bible affirms that "in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 
Consider some vital truths found in this very short statement: 
 
There was a definite beginning to our universe. The materials out of which our physical universe is 
made up are not eternal - and here science fact and Biblical revelation are agreed. However, when we 
leave fact and consider theories, we do find disagreement. One theory says a "big bang" started it all, but 
then cannot explain where the materials came from that caused the bang. The Bible says that God's word 
is what started it all. 
 
Also, the existence of supreme power, splendor and intelligence is affirmed and identified as "God." 
Later, God determined to make the human race "in the image of God." We are, in effect, God's 
offspring. For this reason, God cares for us. 
 
The word "created" in this verse expresses the idea of making something out of nothing. Our universe 
was not created from materials that already existed, but God created matter itself (see also Heb. 11:3). 

Friend, you are not the product of blind, purposeless chance or cosmic accident. You are the product of 
plan and purpose, and for that reason are due respect and dignity. Do not swallow the lie that says you 
are less than that. 
 

By Jon W. Quinn 
Front Page 

From Expository Files 9.8; August 2002 
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In The Decline of Darwin 

In The Decline of Darwin: 
Gradually Evolving In The Text Books 

 
News reports were published early in November here in Texas of changes in state high school text 
books. The State Board of Education adopted new high school biology books “that fully discuss 
evolution, rejecting the pleas of social conservatives and other critics of Charles Darwin and his theory 
of how life on Earth evolved.” 
 
Based on source material cited as “The Discovery Institute,” the Dallas Morning News report (Nov. 7, 
2003) showed these changes in text material: 
 
Formerly: “Darwin’s theory of natural selection is the essence of biology.” Changed to: “Darwin’s 
theory of evolution by natural selection provides a consistent explanation for life’s diversity.” 
 
Formerly: “Since Darwin’s time, many of these [evolutionary] intermediates have been found.” Changed 
to: “Since Darwin’s time, some of these intermediates have been found, while others have not.” 
 
While those of us who accept Biblical information regret the continued Darwin idol, notice something 
that may at first be subtle. While the biology texts approved for use in Texas continue to give some 
weight to Darwin - - the specific references are being weakened. 
 
Why? Because the honest scientists of our time have less confidence in Darwin; even those who may not 
want to embrace the Biblical account. There is a movement in the scientific community away from 
Darwin and toward what some have called the “Higher Intelligence” model. 
 
In 1859 Darwin published a book that became a celebrated work a century later – The Origin of Species. 
It was actually in a later work, The Descent of Man – that Darwin applied his theory of evolution to 
man. The Darwinian model was accepted as the standard explanation – the basis of the theory of 
evolution – over many years. Recently, however, the Darwinian hypothesis that held an academic 
monopoly has lost ground. Many books have been written and published to show the now known 
fallacies in Darwinian theory. The power formerly vested in Darwin is eroding and that is observed in 
the Texas biology text books. They are downplaying Darwin, even if slightly; sadly, they are upholding 
the same model, but implying the weakness of it in adopted text book changes. Stephen Jay Gould, once 
pronounced Darwinism “effectively dead.” This “revision” of Darwinian authority is slowly trickling 
down to the text books. 
 
Regarding the origin of man, the question is settled in Jesus’ teaching: God made male and female in the 
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beginning (Matt. 19:4).  
 
Further Note: 
 
“Intelligent Design” is an approach to origins of life, affirming that intelligent causes best explain living 
systems, their order, beauty and endurance. This is based on the empirically-testable assumption that 
systems which exhibit complexity or “high information content” are the result of an Intelligent Designer, 
rather than undirected, random, natural causes (as claimed by the Darwinian Evolutionists). Those 
subscribing to Intelligent Design claim that living things are too complex to have simply happened by 
chance. Not all scientist who teach this are creationists. 
 
Here are a few of the publications offering this as more credible than the Darwinian model: 
 
Darwin's Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution.  
 
by Behe, Michael. 1996. New York: The Free Press. 
 
{For an interesting study on what Intelligent Design is, 
 
read this interview with Behe - http://www.origins.org/mc/resources/ri9602/behe.html} 
 
The Wedge of Truth: Splitting the Foundations of Naturalism 
 
by Phillip E. Johnson (Inter Varsity Press, 2000) 
 
Icons of Evolution: Why Much of What we Teach about Evolution is Wrong. 
 
by Jonathan Wells (http://www.iconsofevolution.com) 
 
Icons of Evolution: The Growing Scientific Controversy Over Darwin 
 
Video produced by ColdWater Media, LLC 
 
The Triumph of Design and the Demise of Darwin 
 
Documentary by Jack Cashill (http://www.triumphofdesign.com) 
 
Final Note - EF has been "on top of this" (not in the evolutionary sense!) from "the beginning" of our 
publication. Here is a copy of my co-editor's work a few years ago: 
 
November, 1997 
Issue 4.11 - By Jon Quinn  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phillip E. Johnson is a lawyer. He is a graduate of Harvard and the University of Chicago. He has taught 
law at the University of California for over twenty years. He has written a book about the theory of 
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evolution, not so much from a scientific standpoint as an evidential standpoint. What he has found is 
that, contrary to popular opinion, there is not the vast body of empirical evidence supporting the theory 
as many would like for us to believe. The theory must be accepted by faith, if it is to be accepted at all.  
 
By all means, get the book if this controversy is of interest to you. The book's title is "Darwin on Trial" 
and is published by Intervarsity Press.  
 
Johnson tackles the theory in several ways, He shows how the evidence for natural selection is 
completely inadequate to support the theory. The supposed evidence is really not evidence at all. The 
arguments used amount to a tautology; or saying the same thing twice and trying to prove the one by the 
other. For example, natural selection means that nature weeds out inferior species by allowing only the 
fittest to survive. How do we know? Well, we know this because the earth is covered with the fossils of 
extinct species. They were not fit, you see. How do we know they weren't? Because they all died. The 
fact is, creatures which have become extinct at one place may have done very well in another. You see 
what they have done? Natural selection defines "fittest" as those species which survived, and those 
species which survived are said to prove "natural selection"!  
 
The theory is so problematic that many scientists have tried in vain to find some way to make it work. 
One of these is called "the hopeful monster" theory. Essentially, since the evidence for a slow evolution 
of organs is so lacking, and since natural selection holds that any change must be beneficial to the 
animal for evolution to occur, and since a partially developed eye that will take thousands of generations 
to become useable is not beneficial to the animal, some have suggested "the hopeful monster" theory. 
This suggests that a great leap is made in one generation with the offspring possessing entire organs that 
their parents did not have. Such a thing is called a "macro-mutation". All the parts must develop 
suddenly in lock-step, and every part is needed else the mechanism will be useless. If only 50% of the 
mechanisms needed for sight developed, the creature would have a useless eye that could not see at all. 
Well, the theory was tried, and some still hold to it today, but most have rejected it because for such a 
thing to happen sounds too much like a miracle. The secular evolutionist does not like to even get close 
to admitting such.  
 
Johnson also looks at other various arguments made to support evolution, and how they really do not 
prove what they are said to prove. Darwinism is a faith; its proponents are as fanatical as any "religious 
fanatic" has ever been. They are the ones fighting to keep any evidence that counters their dogma from 
being taught. To question Darwinism is to commit sacrilege to them. Any interpretation of data that 
supports Darwin's theory seems to be fine, and high school science textbooks today continue to advance 
theories in support of evolution that have even been discarded by evolutionists themselves! There are 
textbooks rolling off the press today that argue that the developing embryo of animals goes through its 
evolutionary stages, for example. And the state sanctioned proselytizing of the young to the Darwinian 
faith continues. As one high priest of Darwinism preached:  
 
"In the evolutionary pattern of thought there is no longer either need or room for the supernatural. The 
earth was not created, it evolved. So did all the animals and plants that inhabit it, including our human 
selves, mind and soul as well as brain and body. So did religion...  
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Finally, "...the evolutionary vision is enabling us to discern, however incompletely, the lineaments of the 
new religion that we can be sure will arise to serve the needs of our coming era." --Julian Huxely At tthe 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of the publication of The Origin of Species, Chicago; 1959.
Sometimes it is tempting to become cynical and give up. It is important that during times of distress that 
the Christian always seek to do that which is right. We are told "not to grow weary in well doing." Why? 
What's the use? The promise is made: "For in due season we shall reap." (Galatians 6:9).  
 
The Psalmist described that season of reaping as a day of prepared tables and cups that overflow; of 
goodness and mercy and of "dwelling in the house of the Lord forever." (Psalm 23). The New Testament 
reminds us that God is not so unjust that He would forget our work and love (Hebrews 6:10). We are 
challenged to live in hope, to keep on doing that which is good and to trust in God for the results. To live 
in hope will make this life better as we prepare for the next.  
 
All of us have our weaknesses, but God's strength upon which we can choose to depend never 
diminishes. The Scriptures ask, "Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator.. does not become weary or tired... He gives strength to the weary. And to him who lacks 
might He increases power... Those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up like 
eagles..." (Excerpts from Isaiah 40:28-31).  
 
It was Peter, James and John that went up the mountain with Jesus. They were overwhelmed by what 
they saw and heard that day. It was awesome in every since of the word. We use the word "awesome" a 
lot. Even about things that are not awesome; like a football game or a movie or a car. But those things 
are not awesome. They might be interesting or exciting or even surprising. But here is awesome: 
Consider Matthew 17:2 ; 5-6 ; "And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, 
and His garments became as white as light. While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; 
listen to Him!" When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were terrified. "  
 
Now, why did these three men fall on the ground like that? Was it because they had the utmost respect 
for Jesus as believers? No! Anyone would have felt similarly. Suppose it had not been Peter, James and 
John with Jesus, but rather Herod, or Pilate, or even Caesar. Would these ungodly men have felt no awe? 
I suggest they would have been overcome with awe and with terror as well. 
 
There will be nothing but awe when we see the glorified Son of God at the last moment of this universe's 
existence. This awe will not fill the hearts of only believers and disciples, but also the unbeliever, the 
doubter, the hypocrite, the blasphemer, the mocker. No tough guys that day! There will be awe and 
terror on the part of some, and awe and joy on the part of others. Let Jesus be your Lord and Savior. Let 
that final moment be one of victory. Obey His gospel and live for Him. Your eternal blessings are 
waiting. Yes, "For in due season we shall reap."

 
By Warren E. Berkley 

Final Page 
From Expository Files 10.12 , December  2003
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"We do not take the Genesis Account Of Creation at Face Value"

This past year the pope made news by making statements that were generally supportive of the theory of 
evolution. It was suggested that this was nothing new with the present pope, that historically, the Roman 
Catholic Church has given the evolutionary theory a green light, at least this is so concerning the its 
more recent history. 
 
And that is correct. Samuel Dawson, in his book Denominational Doctrines, cites a Knights of 
Columbus publication from 1955 which shows this pope's acceptance of evolution is nothing new (the 
Knights of Columbus is a Roman Catholic service organization and public relations group). 
 
The publication, entitled "God's Story of Creation", suggests that the writer of the Genesis account of 
creation was limited by the pre-scientific limitations of his time and that the book of Genesis reflects 
that. I would agree that Genesis is not written in scientific terms, but then the publication continues by 
saying "Today we have through the discovery of other ancient literatures a better notion of what the 
author of Genesis was trying to achieve in his account." (p. 12) and "Now all this is a very primitive 
conception of cosmogony, that is, the make up of the world. It is utterly unreal, unscientific. " (p. 14). 
Then, it is added, "The man who wrote the first chapters of Genesis did not know very much about the 
workings of these forces." (p. 18). 
 
But, perhaps an earlier statement says it just the way it is: "The early Christians took this description at 
its face value. We do not." (p. 6). 
 
So, if you ask the question, "Does the Pope, the Knights of Columbus, and those who agree with them 
believe as did the early Christians regarding what the Bible says, the answer would come back, "no." 
That's not my answer for them, that's their answer. I agree with it; they do not believe what early 
Christians believed. 
 
But why did the early Christians accept these things at face value? It is because Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior did! For example, Jesus appealed to the Genesis creation account as "face-value" truth when 
He commented on marriage (Matthew 19:4-6). What the Knights of Columbus call "utterly unreal" Jesus 
called "truth" and based His teaching on it. In denying the creation account of Genesis, we not only deny 
some ignorant man who wrote Genesis, but also the Son of God! We will also deny the prophets, the 
Psalmists and the apostles because they all affirmed that the Genesis account is true. If it is "unreal", 
then so is Jesus' claim to be God's Son, because He said it was "real". 
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By the way, many non-Catholics in various denominations believe the exact same things. This is not 
meant to be a Catholic oriented issue, but much broader than that. It does not matter whether a person is 
Catholic or not, if he or she denies as being true what Jesus has already pronounced as true, then they are 
wrong because Jesus is right.

By Jon W. Quinn 
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 5.4; April 1998 
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The Big Lie of "Inherit the Wind"

 
 
Two interesting articles crossed my desk this past week about the same thing. They both have to do with 
the Scopes Trial of Dayton, Tennessee which took place in 1925. The trial was really a test case of a 
Tennessee law which forbade the teaching of evolution in the public schools. On trial was a man named 
John Thomas Scopes for teaching evolution. The prosecuting attorney was William Jennings Bryan, a 
lawyer, statesman, and twice a presidential candidate. However, Mr. Bryan, though a good man and a be 
liever in God, was no Bible scholar. The defense attorney was an A.C.L.U. attorney by the name of 
Clarence Darrow.  
 
One of the articles, appearing in "Does God Exist; Vol. 23; number 5 (Sept/Oct, 1996) was entitled 
"Exposing the Lie in 'Inherit the Wind" by Robert Harsh. It exposed the many fallacies in the play (and 
most carried to the movie). The fact is that the play's writers were more concerned in mocking believers 
than in what really happened. For example, the play presents Scopes as a persecuted but highly 
competent biology teacher. The truth is that he was a substitute teacher without any degree in any of the 
sciences. He had been pressured by the A.C.L.U. to say he had taught evolution. Scopes later wrote "To 
tell the truth, I wasn't sure I had taught evolution."  
 
The play presents Bryan as an ignorant man who had never even read Darwin's "Origin of the Species". 
In fact, Bryan was one of America's most respected intellectuals of the time. He had read Darwin's book 
and he was educated.  
 
The Play presents the people of Dayton as being ignorant and rude to Darrow. But Darrow himself says 
he was very well treated; in fact he had never been treated better despite his differences with most of the 
people of Dayton.  
 
The play tells us of Reverend Jeremiah Brown, a mean spirited, simple-minded religious leader who 
would call down judgment on anyone who supported Scope, including his own daughter who happened 
to be Scope's fiancee. The truth? No such Reverend; no daughter; and Scopes had no steady girlfriend at 
the time. It was simply a ploy to turn people against religion.  
 
More examples are given in the article, but I'd like to turn our attention to the second article that crossed 
my desk. It appeared in Reason & Revelation; vol. XVI, no. 8, 1996 and is entitled "When Bryan Took 
the Stand". It is written by Brad T. Bromling. He tells of three weaknesses in Bryan's defense. Facts are 
facts, and indeed Bryan could have done a better job.  
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First, in response to Darrow's mocking question, "Did you ever discover where Cain got his wife?" 
Bryan answered "No sir: I leave the agnostics to hunt for her." Bryan really failed to give the reasonable 
implication that the Scriptures give. Perhaps he did not know it. The Bible says that Adam and Eve had 
many other children, sons and daughters, in addition to the three that are named (Genesis 5:4). If Bryan 
had only handed Darrow the Bible he had sworn to tell the truth on and had him read that verse, it would 
have been so much better.  
 
When asked about the Jonah and the fish episode, Darrow wondered if it was a "ordinary run of fish or a 
special fish made for that purpose". Bryan did not know, but if he had merely turned to Jonah 1:7 and 
read, "Now the Lord prepared a great fish..." showing special divine preparation was made for Jonah's 
special case.  
 
The third weakness on Bryan's part was his response to the question, "Do you think the earth was made 
in six days?" Bryan thought the six days might correspond to six ages.  
 
Bryan was a first rate politician. But he was not a first rate student of the Bible. There has been a lasting 
image ingrained into the folklore of the nation concerning that trial that, while much of it is simply 
nonsense concocted by unbelievers, there were enough shortcomings on Bryan's part to give them 
ammunition that they do not deserve. The lesson to us: know the facts; be competent in using them. 
Ironically, Bryan should have been prepared for those questions. Darrow had asked him the same ones 
two years before. Why he didn't simply prepare himself for them we may never know. 

 

 By Jon W. Quinn 
The Final Page    

From Expository Files 3.11; November 1996 
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The highway sign said “Welcome to the Garden of Eden. Population 02. Please don't litter” 

Well, I doubt that there was such a sign. There would have been no need for it. Not at “the beginning.” 
And this was the beginning of all beginnings. 
Adam and Eve were the first people to populate God's new, unspoiled earth. No invention of man can 
approach its beauty and perfection. But because of sin, our first grand parents were exiled from the 
garden. Their sin was the beginning of sin, and the beginning of consequences set in motion that would 
last throughout the scope of human history. The earth and all it contains has not ceased to feel the effects 
of transgression. But also, the promise is made that “through the seed of woman” that there would be 
provided hope for man in his sin.

The book of Genesis is referred to as “the book of beginnings.” In fact, that is what the word “genesis” 
means. It means “beginning.” Much of what we read in the book has very definite correlation to our 
lives and conditions and hope right now. Consider how directly these things effect us today. 
 
“In Our Image” 
The Scriptures explain to us that God is the source of our world. Without Him there would be no 
humanity, no life, no world, and no universe. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.... 
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." (Genesis 1:1;26).

The second chapter of Genesis goes into greater detail regarding the creation of man, expanding on the 
short statement of 1:26,27. The things that separate man from the other creatures of the earth are that he 
was created in God's image (1:26) and God gave man a special spirit by breathing “into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being.” (Genesis 2:7). This is why humanity is referred to as “the 
offspring of God.” (Acts 17:28,29). 

God created man and placed him in a garden where he had everything he would need, except for one 
thing. He was alone and without companionship. The animals were to far beneath him to provide 
everything he needed in companionship, and God could relate to man as God, but not as an equal. God 
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created woman as a helper fit for man (Genesis 2:18; 21-22). 
 
Human Life and Animal Life 
There are organizations in our country today, some of them very radical and even potentially violent, 
that at the very least equate the lives of all living creatures as equally sacred. Some say it is immoral to 
eat meat and refer to people who do as murderers. Ironically, many of these people also have a very 
naturalistic view of the world, believing that the cosmos evolved into its present condition. Some might 
also be influenced by Hinduism or other Eastern mystical religions.

I always thought it was ironic that they view it to be immoral for me to eat a fish, but not for a bear to do 
so. If they are right, and we are all equal, then why not also protest when a bear eats a fish? Why don't 
they march up to that bear with their signs and shake their fists in his face and yell, “Murderer!”? (I 
think I know why... I am just asking).

They are wrong. The human being is different from the other creatures of the earth by virtue of God's 
design. Implications of this include that human life is sacred and of much more value than animal life 
(Genesis 9:5,6; Matthew 10:31). Also, we can talk of man's moral responsibility, but not an animal's. We 
also notice that man's soul survives his physical death intact and we also recognize the brotherhood of all 
mankind. When man loses sight of these things, he often does become more like the animals he 
identifies with, a creature of instinct instead of a moral creature with moral values and judgments (2 
Peter 2:12-ff). 
 
Life Comes From God 
There is something that animal life and human life have in common. Neither is by accident. Both are by 
Divine plan and power. Life is not an accident. It is not the result of randomness. The intricacies of even 
the smallest cell is so overwhelmingly complicated that no one can reasonably explain how such would 
randomly occur with every little mechanism necessary for life to be functioning. Some like to talk of 
magnetic fields, heat, lightning and chemical compositions of the”early primordial soup” in which the 
first life was formed when everything was just right. Problem is, apart from God there is no “soup” 
either.... or world.... or sun.... or lightning.... or magnetic fields.... or matter.... nothing.

Just as all physical life comes from God, so it is with spiritual life and eternal life. It is all from God and 
of God. Sin brings death. Jesus brings life. “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36). Eternal life simply 
cannot be found anywhere else. As Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of 
eternal life.”. (John 6:68). As many times as Jesus taught this, it is absolutely amazing that some who 
claim to speak for Christ today say that one can have eternal life apart from believing and obeying the 
Son. If it is so, then Jesus lied. If Jesus spoke the truth, then it is not so. 
 
The Role of the Woman in the Home 
The fact is that this was determined by God at the beginning. To reject it is to disrespect and dishonor 
God. One of the reasons given for God's arrangement (which our culture frowns so on today, mocking 
and ridiculing His word) which includes the man being the head of his home is that Adam was created 

http://www.bible.ca/ef/topical-beginnings-the-human-race.htm (2 of 3)9/11/2007 11:19:16 AM



Beginnings - the Human Race

first, and then the woman to help him meet his responsibilities and provide loving and equal 
companionship. 1 Timothy 2:13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. (1 Timothy 2:13; 
Ephesians 5:22-33). This does not say that men and women are not equally precious in God's eyes. It 
merely recognizes that which God has ordained. That is our purpose as His children.

. 

By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 11.12; December 2004 
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For a few days this summer I enjoyed a trip of a lifetime with my seven year old grandson. We spent 
three days at Devil’s Den State Park in northwest Arkansas. We hiked six of the mountain trails, did a 
little boating and explored a cave. It was a great experience both of us will never forget. We are already 
making plans for future trips into the mountains. The caves of Devil’s Den have become the home of 
several species of bats. One evening we attended a presentation by a Park Ranger. We heard him explain 
the basics, inform us about the various species in the area, dispel popular myths and explain some of the 
habits of these amazing flying mammals. Here are two examples of facts we learned from Ranger Harry.  
 
Bats have a valuable device in their system called Echolocation. Bats can see, but they are nocturnal. 
They sleep during the day (protecting them from natural predators), then come out at night to feed. Bats 
send out sound waves. When the sound hits an object and the echo returns, in their interpretation of the 
return signal, they are able to locate the inspect that will become their meal! This is called Echolocation. 
The bat can use this system, not only to find the insect, but also to learn the size, shape and texture of the 
meal. Most bats use echolocation to navigate in the dark and select an insect from the available “menu.” 
Early in the evening, you may be able to see the bats (flying in their typical zigzag pattern, finding and 
eating inspects), but you will not be able to hear the sounds they emit. To detect these bat sounds, you 
can purchase an Echolocation Detection Device (for a couple of hundreds dollars). These devices were 
invented to pick up the special frequencies of particular bats, and “translate” them into sounds audible to 
humans. Ranger Harry had one. At about 8:50, he turned it on. We were able to “hear” the bats within 
range using their sophisticated Echolocation systems to pick insects for their evening meal. I read more 
about this after our trip:  
 
“Echolocation is a method of sensory perception by which certain animals orient themselves to their 
surroundings, detect obstacles, communicate with others, and find food. In echolocation a series of short, 
high-pitched sounds are emitted by an animal. These sounds travel out away from the animal and then 
bounce off objects and surfaces in the animal's path creating an echo. The echo returns to the animal, 
giving it a sense about what is in its path. A bat can determine an object's size, shape, direction, distance, 
and motion. This echolocation system is so accurate that bats can detect insects the size of gnats and 
objects as fine as a human hair. Scientists would like to know more about how bats use echolocation so 
they can help blind people detect objects with sound.”  
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Maternal Instinct. Bats generally roost together in large numbers, packing their babies in tight spaces 
(cool and dark). The female produces a single offspring, called “pups.” In certain areas where bats find 
habitation, cave wall space is carpeted with bat pups. Born without fur, the babies pack closely together 
in densities of up to 500 per square foot to share body heat and stay warm. Mothers usually roost 
together in another part of the cave, each returning to nurse her baby several times a day. For many 
years, it was generally believed that mothers probably fed any young they found. However, modern 
studies demonstrate that each mother actually locates her own baby through a sophisticated recognition 
system involving scent and call. This is amazing when you consider, they must find their young amidst 
thousands or millions of other active mothers and babies.  
 
If you have occasion to experience bats in some educational setting with your children or grandchildren, 
you have an awe-inspiring opportunity. Read to them from Genesis chapter one. Never miss a chance to 
praise the creative power of God. Never miss a chance to point out the huge deficiency in the human 
theories of evolution (unintelligent design). The bats, the caves, the mountains, the weather, the people – 
all testimony that “all things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made,” (Jno. 1:3).

 

By Warren E. Berkley 
The Front Page 

From Expository Files 12.9; September 2005
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